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TOTHE 


RIGHT Honour aBLE 


Sir Robert Baylis, Kr. 


Lox p-Marok of the City 
of LONDON, Ge. 


2 8 OUR Lordſhip is 
mM ſo converſant with 
Books in their Ori- 
ginal Languages, that Tranſ- 
lations cannot expect ſo fond 
A 2 a 


DEDICATION. 
a Reception from You, my 
Lord, as from ſome other 
Men of your Rank and 
Fortune, who have not Your 
Share of Learning. 


1 confeſs, my Lord, this 
ſingle Conſideration had al- 
molt defeated my Intention 
of being an humble Suitor 
for Your Lordſhip's Patro- 
nage; but then Your ac- 
knowledg'd Beneficence came 
ſeaſonably to it's Aid, and 
encourag'd me to hope both 

for 


DEDICATTON. 
for Your Indulgence and 


Protection. 


As for the Publick, I 
flatter my ſelf, the generous 
Reader will excuſe my Am- 
bition in Addrefling Your 
Lordſhip in this manner, 
when *tis conſider'd, that a 
Writer who has not the 
Happineſs of being a Citi- 
zen of London, may have 
the ſame: Reſpect as Free- 
men for it's Chief Magi- 
ſtrate, but that he can have 

no 
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DEDICATION. 


no Opportunity fo publick 
as a Dedication to teſtify bas 


Duty, and that the Chair is 
not always ſure to beadorn'd, 
as it is now, with a Gentle- 
man not leſs read in the Claſ- 
ſicks, than in the Laws of 
Commerce, or the Charters 
of the City over which he 
ſo glorzouſly preſides, and 
whoſe Election was as grate- 
ful to the ReyUBLICKk of 
Literature, as it was to the 
CirTy of London: Of which 
Republick and City that Your 
Lordſhip 


DEDICATION. 
Lordſhip may long live to 
be the Ornament and De- 


fence, is the hearty Prayer 
of Him, who with all Sub- 


miſſion | begs Leave to ſub- 
ſcribe, 


( May it pleaſe your Lordſhip) 
Your moſt Devoted, 


moſt Obedient, and 
moſt Humble Servant, 


Stephen Whatley. 


Mr. Ramſay. 


ER MIT me, Sir, the Ho- 
nour of preſenting you the 
firſt Eſſays of a Pen, as 
yet unskilful and unexpe- 
rienc d. Your accepting the Homage 
I hereby pay you, will not be fo 
much a Favour granted to me, as an 
Act of Juſtice done to your ſelf. 


Really, Sir, I am not afraid to 
confeſs I have been a Gainer by your 


Labours, and that, by making uſe of 
I ſome 


ſome of your Sentiments, I have 
compiled a Work, which, Thanks to 
the Care you took to prepare the 
Materials, has coſt me bur very little 
Pains. How happy ſhall I think my 
ſelf, Sir, if this Piece merit your Ap- 
probation | If I have Your's, I am 
ſure of That of the Publick, whoſe 
Eyes are watching for your Deciſion, 
whereby to regulate their own. We 
have a very evident Proof of their 
Deference for your Sentiments, in the 
Succeſs of thoſe ingenious Theological 
Travels you have juſt publiſh'd : a 
Piece which the World applauded be- 
fore twas printed; and not a Man 
in Paris but knew, ere he had read 
it, that twas the moſt admirable Book 
that ever came from the Preſs. 


Indeed, like a wiſe Man, you took 
juſt Meaſures to obviate the fantaſtical 
Verdict 


Verdict of the Commonalty, which 
zs generally unjuſt and blind. You 
made your firſt Addreſs to the La- 
dies; for you are polite, and not 
ignorant of the Weight which the 
Suffrage of the Fair Sex generally 
carries in all Affairs. Moreover, they 
to whom you had recourſe, are in 
Poſſeſſion of the Power to determine 
the Merit of a Work, and to ſettle 
the Ranks of Precedency upon Par- 


naſſus. 


Aſter the Ladies, you made your 
Court to the Gentlemen, of whom 
you took Care to ſecure to your In- 
tereſt, ſuch as were the moſt diſtin- 


guiſh d. 


It was not eaſy for a Divine, as you 
are, in an Affair of this Nature, to 
forget the Church: You caſt your 

B 2 Eyes 


way 


W \ wenn — 


Eyes upon Her, and among Her 
Members, you made Choice of Pre- 
lates. Of theſe three Eſtates united, 
a Tribunal was form'd in Favour of 
the New Cyropædia, whoſe Authority 
it would have been Preſumption to 


diſpute. 


The Ladies knew all the little 
Stories interſperſed throughout your 
Book, and thought them as agreeable 
as they really are. | 


The Men of Quality were charm'd 
at the ſurprizing Eaſe and Diſpatch 
with which you made your Hero 
travel ; and-being tranſported beyond 
their Reaſon, fancied that his Paſlage 
from Egypt to Greece, or from Greece 
into Perſia, was not more rapid than 
theirs to their Country Seats, there to 
taſte that ſweet Tranquility, that 

Genuine 


Genuine Peace and Joy with which 
you chear the Minds that are oppreſs d 
with Thought and Melancholy. 


The third Claſs, to whom you 
took Care to read the Fragments of 
Theology with which your Work is 
ſo finely. embelliſh'd, cry d up the 
Beauty of the Style, and could hardly 
think there was a Genius in the whole 
World fo happy as to diffuſe ſo many 
Graces, on a Subject in it ſelf ſo in- 


ſipid and unpleaſant. 


All together, being charm d to think 
they had a Client of your Merit, de- 
lighted to fly, in Imitation of you, 
after the winged Chariot of Jupiter; 
and when you were all met again at 
the Table, they thought themlelves 
in the Garden of the Heſperides, with 
a God whom they admir'd. This 

B 3 new 


| new Deity, Sis, was You, who took 
j care to refreſh their Minds with a 
| Thouſand peculiar Delicacies, which 
diſtinguiſh you from the Bulk of 
Mankind; and you intoxicated them 
with Nectar, ſweeter than that of the 
Gods they leſt to come to you. In 
Recompence, they were laviſh of their 


Incenſe to you, and the Applauſes 
which Cyrus received from an Aſſem- 
| bly, form'd out of the choiceſt Per- 
| ſons of thoſe three Illuſtrious Eſtates, 


1 convinc d you before-hand, that a 
Book which was approved by ſo ve- 
ö nerable a Tribunal, could not fail 
| of being accepted by the World in 


general. 


But, Sir, the only Reaſon of re- 
calling to your Memory the Cauſe of 
that juſt, but prodigious, Succeſs which 
has attended the Travels of Cyrus, is 

tO 


to engage you to procure the like good 
Fortune to the Reflections of Cyrus 
upon his Travels. Your Deſign is 
perſued all along, and 'tis your fa- 
vourite Hero that is ſtil] exhibited to 
the Publick, on the very Plan which 
you drew your ſelf. With you he 
hears much, ſpeaks little, acts leſs, 
and thinks. nothing at all. Indeed 
you artfully let your Readers have a 
Glimpſe of what may be expected in 
this Kind from your Hero: You give 
him a Monarch of Taciturnity for a 
Model ; and 'tis very plain, that a 
Prince form'd in his Youth according 
to the Example of the gloomy Sygens, 
cou d not fail, at leaſt in his old Age, 
of being a conſummate Drone. 


'Tis therefore, the better to expreſs 
your Views, and perfectly to clear up 
the Character of Cyrus, that I have 


B 4 en- 
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endeavour'd to make him reflect pro- 
foundly. You carry him about, during 
the firſt Thirty Years of, his Life, to 
all the Schools in the Univerſe to con- 
ſult Learned Tutors ;- and in his latter 
Years I employ him in reaſoning upon 
his Philoſophical Adventures, and re- 


flecting on the wiſe Lectures which 


you conducted him to in his Youth, 


Is not this, Sir, painting the Things 


by your Original ? Is it not drawing 
by the Life 2 What other Motive need 
there be to attract your Care and 
Tenderneſs to a Child of which you 


- ought to eſteem your ſelf the Father? 


or, if this Expreſſion is not ſuitable 
to a Pupil, from pure Love, beſtow 
your Favours on a Book of which you 
are in ſome meaſure the Author : For 


tis the true Picture of your's ; under 


your Patronage it ſees the Light, and 


be you never ſo indiſpoſed to befriend 


it, 


it, the Publick, after having ſo highly 
applauded Cyrus in the Hiſtory of his 
Travels, cannot fail of giving a kind 
Reception to an exact Continuation 
of his peaceful Adventures. 


But it muſt be confeſs d, Sir, I have 
taken the Freedom to deviate from 
you in one Point. I admire, as much 
as another, that noble Uniformity 
and Nudity, indulge me a Term of 
your own Stile, but I have not pre- 
ſum' d to imitate it. I was ſenſible 
that my Diction was deſtitute of Na- 
tural Graces enough to charm by it 
ſelf, and that it wanted a little Arti- 
fice and Dreſs to give the Reader Plea- 
ſure. This oblig d me to diverſify 
the Places which are the Scenes of 
3 Cyrus's Converſations ; and, in ſhort, 
to embelliſh my Subject with the little 
Incidents, Images, and all thoſe Orna- 

| ments 
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ments that Sublime and Solid Wits, 
ſuch as You, think frivolous; but 
which pleaſe the Generality of Rea- 
ders. 


Beſides, Sir, a Subject ſo great and 
ſo important as yours, had Merit 
enough to bear it ſelf up: When you 
place Cyrus upon a dry Rock with 
Solon, and then tranſport him with 
Amenophis to the Cave of another 
Rock upon the Coaſts of Tyre, 'tis 
viſible, that tho' you put your Hero 
into ſuch wretched Quarters, it was 
in your Power to have accommodated 
him with a Lodging that was ſome- 
what more genteel, and more to his 
Satisfaction. The Vulgar, tis true, 
take it amiſs that you have not choſe 


a better Spot of Ground; and as they 


think, Heroes ought to have a more 
commodious Situation, ſo they require 
for 


for themſelves Images that are more 
diverſified, and that look more ſmiling 
than the continual Proſpect of a crag- 
ged Rock. But they who have moſt 
kill, do you Juſtice, being of Opi- 
nion that ſuch ſilly Fancies would only 
7 ſerve to diſtract the Attention of the 
7 Reader, to whom you had ſomething 
more ſolid and more important to 
7 preſent, than trifling Pictures. 


— 


For my Part, the Caſe with me 
was ſomewhat different. In my Per- 
2 formance, I had not thoſe Divine Spe- 
2 culations in View, which made Cyrus 
the Conqueror of Afa. Certain Re- 
fllections that are often merry, or, if 
ſerious, ſuch as are to be compre- 
hended by Common Senſe, were 
propos d to be the Subject of my Book: 
and you are very ſenſible, Sir, that in 
the like Circumſtances I was indiſ- 

penſably 
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penſably oblig d to depart from your 
Method, and to ſeek for thoſe Helps 
in borrow'd Ornaments, which the 
Meanneſs of my Subject render'd ne- 
ceſſary. And beſides, Sir, I know 
not, ſuppoſing all Things alike as to 
the Matter, whether it would have 
been convenient for me to have taken 


your Stile for a Pattern. We ſee 
Strokes admir d every Day in the 


Maſters, which would not be forgiven 
in their Pupils ; and as I know that 
a happy Negligence is the Fruit of 
Genius, or the Maſterpiece of Art, I 
have made it a Rule to my ſelf for 
a long Time to join with all Man- 
kind in the Admiration of ſuch Efforts, 
and to ſtay till you ſhould think me 
worthy of imitating them, before J 
made a Trial of my Strength in fo 
tender a Point. You will eaſily 
imagine, that, in ſuch a Diſpoſition 

of 


| ny 
of Mind, my Admiration of You 
will always be as boundleſs, as the 
profound Reſpect with which I have 

the Honour to be, 


SIX, 
Your moſt humble, and 


Moſt obedient Servant. 
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HEN Cravus was become 
Ee Maſter of Aſia, he fix d 
his chief Reſidence at Ba- 
—=— jon. Here, after the 
Buſineſs to which he uſed to devote 
the greateſt Part of the Day, he ge- 
nerally took a Walk in the Evening, 
which 
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which was his conſtant, his only Re- 
freſhment. At ſuch Times, Cyrus, to 
make himſelf a Sort of amends for 
the Noiſe and Hurry which he could 
not avoid at Court, often ſecreted 
himſelf from his Retinue, to converſe 
alone with Araſpes. The Merit of 
this Favourite, his Employments, his 
in violable Attachment to the Perſon 
of his Maſter, his conſtant Atten- 
dance upon him in his Travels, and, 
above all, the good Uſe he made of 
his Favour, ſecur d him from being 
envy'd in that diſtinguiſh'd Station, of 
which No-body was more worthy 


than himſelf. 


Upon theſe Occaſions, Cyrus and 
Araſpes being, as we may ſay, retired 
to themſelves, and diſengaged from 
the Pomp and troubleſome Ceremo- 
nies, inſeparable from the Grandeur 
of Courts, acted no longer in their 
ſeveral Characters; but, while they 


converſed, the Monarch and the Mi- 
niſter 


Ev'N. I. New CRO PERDIA. 


niſter were laid aſide, and ſucceeded 
by two hearty Friends, who, having 
calt the Remembrance of perplex'd 
Affairs behind them, unbent their 
Minds with all other Subjects which 
happen d to ariſe in their Diſ- 
courſe, and talk'd with that mutual 
Confidence, that agreeable Freedom, 
which is the only Charm of Conver- 


ſation. 


Were we to judge of them by the 
Character which ſome modern Writers 
have given them, Cyrus was a Phi- 
loſopher, ſo very grave and reſerv d, 
that he never open d his Mouth, 
but to utter a Sentence; and Araſpes 
a Man of a gloomy ſullen Temper, 
whoſe ſole Talent was forbearing 
to interrupt a Man while ſpeaking. 
But we have it from authentick Me- 
moirs of their Time, that the Tem- 
pers of Both were naturally gay, and 
that Araſpes, in theſe private Con- 
verſations, was ambitious to make his 


G Maſter 
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Maſter merry, by that naked Simpli- 
city, and that Pleaſantry, with which 
he generally expreſſed himſelf, on 
whatever happen d to be the Subjects 
of their Converſations. 


One Day they went out of Ba- 
bylbn, to ramble in the vaſt Wilds of 
an immenſe Foreſt, ſituate very near 
the City, upon the Banks of the Eu- 


Psbrates. After having walked a long 


Time, they found themſelves on the 
Top of a Hill, where a Grove of 
Cedars, as old as the Creation, ſhort 
up their immortal Branches to the 
Sky, whoſe thick Leaves afforded a 
ſweet Shade to the weary Traveller, 
which the Sun had ever incommoded. 
Underneath was a fine Turf, always 
verdant, adornd with the lovely 
Violet, and that Group of modeſt 
Flowers which delight to lie conceal'd 
in the Woods, whoſe Perfumes em- 
balm'd the Air, and entertain'd the 
Eyes with the ſmiling Image of an 
| eternal 
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eternal Spring. No peſtilential Blaſt 
from the Dog- Star had ever penetrated 
this Foreſt, nor any other Wind but the 
Zephyrs, which play d here with ſweet 
Breezes, that, by conftantly tanning the 
Air, temper'd the ſcorching Heats of 
a Climate always burning. The Deer, 
and other Creatures that inhabited 
theſe Woods, having been ſhelter d 
for Ages from the killing Arrows 
of the mercileſs Hunter, and being 
not uſed to know Mankind by any 
Marks but thoſe of gentle Uſage, ad- 
vanc'd in Herds, as it were to do 
Homage to the Monarch and his Fa- 
vourite, and dancd around them 
moſt agreeably. In a Word, every 
Thing conſpired to diffuſe Peace, Tran- 
qiuillity, and Innocence; and created 
a true Reliſh for thoſe pure Pleaſures 
which are generally confin d to Soli- 
tude, and not known under gilded 
Roofs, and in the Palaces of Kings. 


8 Here 
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Here Cyrus and Araſpes, repoſing 
themſelves upon the Graſs, had not 
long convers d, when by Chance the 
Prince perceived the Ruins of a Cot- 
tage, which had formerly ſerv'd for 
the Reſidence of Nebuchadnezzar X, 
at the Time when that Prince wan- 
der d about this 4 Foreſt, being ſur- 
priz d with a Frenzy, which render d 
him like the Beaſts. Cyrus, after having 
fix d his Eyes a-while upon this Ob- 
ject, ſaid to Araſpes, When we came 
hither together +, to learn Inſtruction 
from the Example of this unfortunate 
Monarch, what Likelihood was there 
that I ſhould, in ſo few Years, fill 
the Throne which he then fat on ? 
Indeed, ſaid the Miniſter, every Thing 
that has paſs d appears to me as a Dream. 
Tho' I was a Witneſs of thoſe extra- 
ordinary Events, I ſtill doubt, as it 
were, of what I ſaw with my Eyes. 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 142. 
+ Vol. II. p. 133. + Ibid. p. 128. 
To 
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To conſider the Courſe you at 
firſt ſteer d, it could never have 
enter d my Head, that it would have 
brought you to a Throne. You was, 
Sir, if I remember, above Forty 
Years of Age when we came hither. 
You had no more of that Juvenile 
Fire, which ſupports in great Under- 
takings, and prompts to the forming 
of them. You had till then led a 
peaceable quiet Life, without any 
Ardour for Fame, without Ambi- 
tion, without the Practice of War, 
being wholly ſwallowd up in the 
Sciences, and in Speculations, in the 
Search of which, Part of your Spirits 
were already exhauſted ; not to reckon 
the Quantity which was waſted in the 
Journeys you were continually making 
from one Place to another. To be 
plain, all this put rogether was not a 
very ſtrong Preſage that you would 
ever be the Conqueror of Aſia. One 
would never have imagin'd that a 
| C 3 Man 
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Man of your Character was likely to 
have been a Conqueror in the very firſt 
Attempt, at an Age when others ceaſe 
in a manner to exiſt, and think of 
nothing more than to enjoy what they 
have already acquir d. 


This is a Demonſtration, ſaid Cyrus, 
that Nature may produce Talents, 
but that tis Time and Chance alone 
which matures and brings them to the 
Light. Had not the Sons of Aſtyages 
and Nebuchadnezzar diſturb d our 
Tranquillity, perhaps I had been with 
you at this Hour in the Extremity of 
Perſia, diving into ſome Metaphy- 
ſical Queſtion; and poſſibly the con- 
vincing ſome or other of my Prieſts, 
that I knew more of Theology than 
they, would have been the Up- 
{hot of my Glory. My Genius was 
turn d that Way, and I have in ſome 
Sort done Violence to my Narural 
Temper, by opening other Views to 

| it; 
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it; but when the Proſpect was once 
changed, I purſued my Point. 


But you will own, Sir, faid 
Araſpes, that you are as much ob- 
liged for your Succeſs to the Author 
of the Travels of Cyrus, as to Cyax- 
ares or to Merodac; and that the Ma- 
lice of that Writer provok'd you even 
to a greater Degree than the Injuſtice 
of your two Antagoniſts. 


I will not diſſemble, ſaid the King; 
That Libel made ſtrong Impreſſions 
upon me, which till then I had never 
felr. The Scandal of being reckon'd 
a Man of weak Parts, touch d me 
more than the Reputation of being a 
Hero; and I can truly fay it, that tho 
the Outrages of the King of Babylon 
compel d me to go to War, yet the 
Succeſs of my Arms was owing to 
nothing ſo much as that Wrath which 
was kindled in my Breaſt by the 
Hiſtory of my Travels. But ſince 

C 4 we 
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we are enter d upon this Subject, fa- 
vour me with a juſt Character of that 
Work. I was too much taken up 
with my Schemes, to read the Whole 
when it came out, ſo that I only 
glanc'd over ſome Paſſages, where I 
was told I was moſt abuſed ; tho 
perhaps, had I been more at Leiſure, 
I ſhould not have had the Courage to 
have read a Book throughout with 
Attention, wherein I knew before- 
hand I made but a wretched Figure. 


In truth, Sir, ſaid Araſpes, 
you may well be ' forgiven that 
Scruple, for never was Satire writ with 
more Spirit and Art, nor in Circum- 
ſtances more likely to produce its 
Effect. At that Time Aſia rung 
again with Oracles, which foretold 
you to be the Deſtroyer of the Mo- 
narchy of Babylon : This caſt the 
Aſſyrians into a Conſternation; and 
to counterballance the Effect of theſe 
Predictions, Aramys, out of Zeal for 

his 
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huis Maſter's Intereſt, form'd a Project 
to oppoſe one Prophecy with another. 
The moſt certain Rule to judge of 

what a Man will be hereafter, is to 

look back to what he has been. You 
were at that Time arrived to an Age 
when the Mind is generally ſettled, 
and to that Stage of Life in which 

Nature ſcarce ſuffers any Alteration. 

One infallible Means, therefore, to 
3 hearten Aſhria againſt your future 

Enterprizes, was, to publiſh to the 

World your Undertakings paſt. This 

Sort of Oracle weighed with many 

People againſt the Authority of the 

Jewiſh Prophecies, whoſe Infallibility 

the Aſſyrians were not very ready to 

acknowledge. This it was that deter- 
min d Aramys in his Reſolution to 


bring you upon the Theatre, and to let 
3 Afa ſee that a Man who had been 


us d, to the Age of Forty, to Philoſo- 


phical Reaſonings, was not a very for- 
midable Enemy, and did not look as 
if he would verify the Predictions 

utter d 


= 
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utter d in his Favour. This Book is 


a delicate well-manag'd Irony, where- 


in the Author, under Pretence of pro- # 
oling you for a Pattern to great 
rinces, ſo ridicules your Conduct at 
every Turn, that nothing leſs than 
your Conqueſts could have clear d up 
your Reputation; for his Succeſs was | 
wonderful. The Afyrians were ſoon | 
cur'd of their Fears; and theſe were 
ſucceeded by Contempt to ſuch a De- 
gree, that Ballads and Lampoons were | 
not the only Things by which you | 
might have ſeen how little they valu'd | 


you. 


He ſucceeded, reply d Cyrus, too 


well for them; for if they had not ſo 
much deſpis'd me, they would have 
taken more Precaution againſt any 


Surprize from me, and I ſhould:have 


paid the dearer for my Conqueſt. This 


9 


is a Service for which I have Obliga- | 
tions to Aramys, and which, it Death 
had not ſnatch'd him from my Favours, | 


[ would 
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I would have taken care to ackno W- 


ledge. 


What, ſaid Araſpes with a Smile, 
would you have forgiven him the Story 
of the Ambuſcade in the Wood ? 
Undoubtedly you have read that 
Paſlage. 


Why not, ſaid the Prince? 


Tis true, Sir, reply d Araſpes, I 
always found you good - humour d 
and beneficent. 


After all, ſaid the Prince, the Au- 
thor of the Travels has only ftrip'd 
me of Common Senſe. He has no 
where undertaken to repreſent me as a 
wicked Man; and therefore in abun- 
dant Acknowledgment for the good 
| Qualities of which he thought fit to 
leave me in Poſſeſſion, I ſhould have 
taken a Delight to make him ſenſible 
of the Effects of it. You may 
4 eaſily 
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eaſily be perfuaded of this, by my 


Behaviour towards Cyaxares. He was 
the firſt Author of the Jokes that were 
toſſed about, upon my Adventure in 
the Wood x. You know how I was 
{ſurrounded there by the Enemies In- 
fantry, and that not being able to 
draw up four Horſemen in Front, in 
the midſt of Trees and Buſhes, which 
hindered them from joining, I was 
taken, as it were in a Net, and had 
like to have dearly paid for my fine 
Stratagem, when Artabanus, with his 
Body of Reſerve, poſted ro my 
Aſſiſtance, foil'd the Enemy, and put 
their Left Wing into ſuch Diſorder, | 
as occaſion d the ſpeedy Overthrow | 
of the whole Army. Next Day 
Cyaxares, who bore me no Good- 
Will, and was overjoy' d to ſee the 
Confuſion in which my Indiſcretion 
had involy'd me, took this Occaſion 1 
to mortify me. In the Preſence of © 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 23. a 
the 
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the whole Court, he made me a world 
of Compliments on my being cut out 
for a Great General. In all the Art 
of War, ſays he, there's nothing like 


an Ambuſcade form'd a propos. Tors 


ſee of what great Service it was to 
Cyrus, and that it pav'd the Way to 
Viftory. This Banter ran thro' the 
whole Army. And while the Author 
of the Travels maliciouſſy aſcribes the 
Gain of this Battle to my Cavalry 
that lay in Ambuſh in a Wood where 
they could be of no Service, he only 
revivd a Conceit that had been try'd 
before by Perſons who were intereſted 
to make the World believe that I had 
no Genius for War. 


Now, after having pardon'd fo 
keen a Sarcaſm in a Prince my Ene- 
my, my Rival, and one that was the 
firſt Author of ir, would it become 
me to revenge it on a poor Writer, 
who, by making uſe of the fame 
Method to ridicule me, has done 

nothing 
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nothing after all, but what was ex- 
pected from him? 


Let that paſs, ſaid Araſpes; bur, 
with all your Goodneſs, here's an Ar- 
ticle which ſurely you will not for- 
oive him for. As to your bein 
{ſomewhat of a Novice in the Buſinefs 
of War at ſixteen Vears of Age, there 
is nothing in it but what is very na- 
tural; but that you ſhould at Forty 
be a Dunce in Politicks, ſeems to me 
too ſevere a Satire. I will endea vour 
to make you more ſenſible of it. 


Aramys ſuggeſts that the Senate of 
Perſia intended to & refuſe to grant 
the King your Father the Subſidies for 
the War which he was obliged to 
make with Aſtyages. 


What does he mean, faid Cyrus, 
by talking of Subſidies 2 Does not 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 110. 
this 
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this Author know that in Perſſa, 
and all the Eaſtern Countries, the 
King taxes his Subjects at his own 
Will and Pleaſure ? 


Do you imagine, Sir, faid 
Araſpes, that Aramys propoſed to 
paint the Manners and Government 
of Perſia to the Life, and as an 
Hiſtorian ſhould do? Every Thing 
that had a Tendency to make Pera 
ridiculous, was for his Purpoſe, whe- 
ther True or Falſe. But let us return 
to the Subſidies. Notwithſtanding 
the Refuſal of the Senators, you 
aſſemble an Army of Thirty- thouſand 
Men *; you draw up your Troops 
in Order of Battle, on a Plain near 
the Capital; and by the ſtrangeſt 
Jumble that ever was known, you 
aſſemble the Senate at the ſame Time 
and Place; and then, after a learned 
Harangue, in which you ſay a thou- 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 111, 112. 
ſand 
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ſand fine Things to your Soldiers, you 
on a ſudden change your Note; you 
are not afraid to divulge the Secrets 
of the State, and the Diviſions which 
reign in it, to the whole Army, and 
all Perſons drawn by Curioſity to be 
Spectators of ſuch a Ceremony: In 
Preſence of that Multitude of Wit- 
neſſes, you accoſt your Senators in the 
blunteſt Manner ; you twit them in 
the Teeth with their Cabals : That's 
not all, juſt before you march againſt 
the Enemy that had fomented them, 
you tell them, that, if you prove 
victorious, they have every Thing to 
fear from the Wrath of a Prince whom 
they have provoked by their Intrigues: 
And, as if you were determin'd to 
force them to. an Extremity, and 
to ſtake their All upon the Spot, 
you tell them, that one ſingle Battle 
will decide the Fate of the War *. 


One Battle auill decide the Fate of 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 114. 
Perſia. 
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Perſia. If Cambyſes prove victori- 


ous, you have much to fear from the 
Fuſtice of a Prince whom you have 
incenſed by your ſecret Cabals. 


And you think, ſaid Cyrus, that 
this ought to give me Pain ? 


Alas | Sir, ſaid Araſpes, let me 
finiſh the Marvellous of this burleſque 


Adventure, which is, That your Se- 


nators, notwithſtanding their Dilguſt, 
like wiſe and conſiderate Men, united 


; in one Deſign, ſays your Author, of 


contributing to the Preſervation of 


I their Country; that is to ſay, to the 


Victories of a Prince, who threatens 


| to makeno other Uſe of his Proſperity 


— 


but to oppreſs them. There's a Con- 


traſt of Politics, which, by your 


Favour, makes you and your Senate 


r 


the moſt extravagant Mortals that ever 
meddled with the Government of 
Mankind! 


D So 
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So much the better, ſaid Cyrus, that | 
Aramys took it into his Head to carry 
the Ridicule ſo far; for if he had ſaid 


leſs, he would have been believed the 


more ; thoſe Calumnies that are 


moſt circumſcribed, being always ſuch *? 
as are moſt hurtful to the Reputa- 
tion of the Perſons againſt whom they 
are invented. J 


What pity tis, Sir, ſaid Araſpes, 
that we have not Pen and Ink here? 
I would then write down your fine 
Maxims, which, if ever I ſhould have 
a Fancy to build a Temple to ſome * 
Olympian Fupiter, might, in Caſe of 
Need, ſerve for Inſcriptions to the Sym- 
bolical Figures which I would place 
there, and, as I have ſeen elſewhere, * 
might divert the loitering Traveller that 
{hall come from the moſt diſtant Re- 


gp of the North, and count upon 


is Fingers the very Stones of the 
Fabrick. | 
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I plainly perceive, ſaid Cyrus, that 
you live a myſterious Meaning; but 
what you allude to I know not. 


"Tis, reply'd Araſpes, to a little 
Incident of our Travels which Aramys 
has not fail'd to fer off. Indeed, you 

ut too good a Game into his Hands 
2 him not to play it; and as much 
diſguſted as I am with him on other 
accounts, I am obliged to him for 
having revenged me a little for that 
Unealtnel which you gave me at 
Crete, in the Temple of Jupiter 
Olympius x. I was enraged to ſee 
you fall into an Extaſy at the Sight 
of four or five paltry Inſcriptions, ſuch 
as you had read by Thouſands in the 
Manſions of our Magi, and our Her- 
mits. A Rabble of Cretans, ſurpriz d 
at the Air of Admiration with which 


you meditated the Sublime Senſe of 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 4, &c. 
D 2 thoſe 
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thoſe Inſcriptions, took us for Germans 
or Cimbrians, juſt come out of their 
diſmal Foreſts, who, having never ſeen 
any Thing bur Trees and Hoar-Froſts, 
find ſomething or other to ſtare at, 
every Step they take under a more 
happy Sky. They came round you, 
and examin'd our Countenances with 
as deep Attention, as yours was in the 
poring upon your Inſcriptions. You 
was ſo immerſed in profound Con- 
templation, that you was not ſenſible 
of all this; but I, who was not by 
far ſo metaphyſical and ſo contem- 
plative, fix d my Eyes upon Objects 
that were more material; and endur'd, 
both for you and myſelf, the Jeers 
of the Croud, and the ill-natur'd 
Remarks which I ſaw them make 
upon the novel Behaviour of a Couple 
of Strangers, who look'd ſo like Ori- 

inals. Hramys, without entering into 
the Detail of all theſe Circumſtances, 
artfully gives a Glimpſe of them, by 


the Manner in which he paints your 


Admi- 
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Admiration, and the frivolous Objects 
at which it was excited. Aſter ſo 
much Malignity, would you ſtill be of 
a Temper to forgive him? 


Don't you know, ſaid Cyrus, that 
were Princes to puniſh all that have 
a Mind ro make themſelves merry 
at the Expence of their Sovereigns, 
they would never have done ; and 
that my Politicks and my Conſcience 
are in this Point agreed ? 


Your Notion of this Matter is per- 
fectly right, ſaid Araſpes, and that 
Generoſity with which you ſubdue 
the moſt juſt Reſentments, muſt give 
you as great Glory in the World, as 
the Courage with which you conquer 
your Enemies. But for my Part, 
continu'd he, who am not obliged to 
entertain ſuch Heroick Sentiments as 
you have, I confeſs to you, that, if 
I had the Honour to be your Hiſto- 
riographer, he ſhould pay dear for 

D 3 the 
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the fooliſh Part which he makes me 
to act. I could never forgive him 
for repreſenting me as no better than 
a common Cryer, with nothing to do 
but to hear you talk, and to ſay s 
or No, to all your fine Speeches. 


Indeed, ſaid Cyrus, with a Smile, 
it would become you rarely to take 
more State upon you than your 
Maſter | Would you not be aſhamed 
to ſet up for the Hero in my Hiſtory, 
while I myſelf ſhould make no better 
a Figure in it than a Pedant ? 


All your fine Arguments, faid 
Araſpes, do not eaſe my Anguiſh. 
I cannot boaſt of a hundred Victo- 
ries, and the Conqueſt of Aſia, to 
clear up my Reputation. The Things 
that Hiſtory ſhall report of you in 
future Ages, will convince Poſterit 
that the Author of the Travels has 
marrd your Character : But as 
for me, nothing will hinder me from 
being 
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being received juſt as he has painted 


What then ? Should this happen, 
ſaid the King, would it not be of 
2 ſome Eaſe to your Mind, to have the 
JT Pleaſure of being diſgraced in good 
Company? Cambyſes, Mandana, and 
; 17 are, they ſay, no better 
uſed 


than you are. 


The Company is very good, re- 
ply d Araſpes, and certainly does me 
very much Honour, but not in the 
Hiſtory of your Travels. There the 
Perſonages you have juſt now men- 
tion d, make altogether as bad a Fi- 
gure as I do. The Author ſticks at 
nothing to make the Perſons that are 
near you, fooliſh and ill-fayour'd. 
And as the Merit of a Society re- 


7 dounds to the particular Members of 


it, I ſhall only appear to be the 
romer Fool in it, for being in 
ſuch unſuitable Company, What 


D 4 com- 
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comforts me, Sir, is, that in Aſter- 
Ages there will no doubt ariſe ſome 
Romance- Writer, who, in reſpect to 
you, will endeavour to make us 
Amends for the ſorry Dreſs in which 
we are repreſented by the Author of 
the Satire. Such a one, out of his 
abundant Regard to the Decorum due 
ro your Dignity and great Actions, 
will not fail to give us a Merit pro- 
portion d to the Rank we ſtand in 


, in his Hands, one of thoſe Heroes 
of the ſecond Order, who, tho' they 
don't ſhine hke your firſt Rate Gen- 
tlemen, yet are good for ſomething. 


But is it true, ſaid Cyrus, that all 
my Family is ſo ridiculouſſy repreſented 
in that Work, as tis given our ? 


Hear, ſaid the Miniſter, and be 
your ſelf the Judge. The King your 
Father is a good Prince; but ſo good, 
that he is a weak one, He lets his 

| Subjects 


Ke. 
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Subjects live in Peace, becauſe he has 
neither Courage nor Capacity to make 
War. Soranes is rather his Tutor 
than his Miniſter; and when it came 
into your Head to ſet Soranes aſide, 
you was fain to read a Lecture 
to Cambyſes in Private, to enable him 


to anſwer in Publick. Has he not 


given you a worthy Father? 


As for Mandana, ſhe is the beſt 
Princeſs in the World; a good virtu- 
ous Lady, always minding her Fa- 
mily, and one that never talks, but 
to entertain you with Fables X. That's 
her only Talent, and in that ſhe ex- 
cels. All the Nurſes and Governeſſes 


in Aſia, need not be aſhamed to come 


to her School to learn the great Art of 
lulling froward Children to ſleep by 
their Stories, when all other Means to 
huſh them fail. Above all, her Fore- 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 9, 14, 
ſight 
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ſight is miraculous. The Oracles had 

redicted, that a Child ſhould be 
= of her, who ſhould prove the 
Deſtroyer of the Empire of the Medes. 


Aſtyages was not ignorant of it. This 


Oracle is renewed after a ſignal 
Manner, in the Journey ſhe makes 
with you from Perfia to Ecbatana ; 
and Aſtyages could not but hear of a 
new Incident ſo likely to revive, or 
even to create his Suſpicions. Not- 
withſtanding all this, Mandana is 
very unconcern'd about your Fate; 
nay, ſhe is ſo ſupine, as to retire F, 
no-body knows why, into Per/ſea, 
and to abandon you, without Relu- 
ctance, to the Mercy of a Prince who 
would naturally ſacrifice you to his 
own Repoſe, and the Tranquility of 
his Dominions. In a Situation ſo 
proper to alarm her Tenderneſs, ſhe 
is apprehenſive you will run no Dan- 
gers at the Court of Ecbatana, but 


+ The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 25. 
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from the Snares of Voluptuouſneſs. 
Judge now, after this, what a Part 
this Princeſs acts in your Hiſtory. 


But what does it make of Aſty- 
ages, ſaid Cyrus? 


Oh! As for him, ſaid Araſpes, he is 
an Exception from the common Rule, 
and you muſt not be ſurpriz d at it. 
Aramys, who every where elſe makes 
you ſo good a Man, here takes an 
Occaſion to render you odious, and 
prepares the Readers to cenſure your 
Carriage to Aſtyages, as an Inſtance 
of the blackeſt Ingratitude, the moſt 
crying Uſurpation that ever was 
7 known. In this he has perfectly ſuc- 
3 ceeded, and every Reader who knows 
you in no other View, is offended to 
ſee you in Arms againſt an amiable X, 
good natur d, and beneficent Prince, 
your Sovereign, your Grandfather ; 


The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 13. 
and 
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and a Grandfather whoſe Tenderneſs 
for you, was work d up into a ſort of 
Paſſion, who hop d to End you F the 
Support of his old Age, and who, for 
your Sake, quits a thouſand Suſpicions, 
which any other, in his Place, would 
certainly have entertain'd upon your 
Account. 


And as to the good Man Hyſtaſpes, 
reply'd the Prince, what Figure does 
he make? 


The moſt Groteſque Figure in Na- 
ture. Firſt, it ſays, That he is & an 
experienc d Commander, very Polite, 
a great Stateſman, and a great Phi- 
loſopher; a Man equally able, diſin- 
tereſted, &c. Four Pages after this 
fine Beginning, which makes the 
Reader expect a certain Superiority 
of Genius, noble and eaſy Behaviour, 


+ The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 25. 
* Ibid, p. 27. 
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you are pleaſed to be in Love with 
Caſſandana, and to want ſome good 
Counſel. Hyſtaſpes being confounded, 
knows not which Way to go about 
to adviſe you, and all his Ingenuity 
amounted to — What ? You would 
never gueſs it — to the ſpinning out 
of a long Story that has no Relation to 
the Subject in Hand, and, which the 
next Man that comes, could have 
told you every whit as well as he; 
yet this is the only Step which he 
takes to inſtruct you in all the Time 
that he ſpends with you; and this is 
the Upſhot of all choſe fine Qualities. 


'Tis true, ſaid Cyrus, that Hyſtaſ- 
pes is there repreſented as a very pretty 
Model for Governors; young Princes 
ſurely would not be averſe to ſuch a 
Mentor. I fancy, continu'd he, that 


Caſſandana is no better treated than 
the reſt. 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 33, &c. 
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Pardon me, Sir, ſaid Araſpes, the 
Author has treated her but too gently, | 
He aſcribes great Merit to her in the 


firſt Place, but tis in vain; for ſhe 3 
makes no Ule of it, eſpecially after 


{he was married. 


Perhaps, ſaid the Prince with a 
Smile, the Author wittily deſign d a 
ſhort Lecture to the Ladies, and to 
tell them, That after Marriage their 
Merit ought no longer to be mention d; 
that their Husbands only ſhould be 
made ſenſible of it, and that it ought 
to be inviſible to all the reſt of Man- 
kad. - | 


No, Sir, reply d Araſpes, bluntly, the 
Author of the Travels does not aim at 
all thoſe Refinements. His Deſign is 
only to read Lectures at your Expence, 
and of thoſe that are attach d to you; 


+ The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 29, &c. 
and 
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and tis his uſual Practice ironically to 
aſcribe great Talents at firſt to the Per- 
ſonages he makes a Jeſt of; and in four 
Lines after, he does not leave them a 
Shadow of one good or great one. 
He very wiſely thought ſuch Contraſt 
highly = to render the Deformity 
of the Perſonages he brings upon the 
Stage more conſpicuous, and to divert 
the Readers. In one Place he ſays, 
I myſelf & have a chearful Temper, 
and a ſolid Vit; that I am born for 
Arms, and form'd for a Court; and 
that I am qualify d for every thing, 
both in Peace and War. 


Can you ſtill complain then, faid 
Cyrus, of the Author of the Travels? 


I ſhall always complain, faid 
Araſpes, of having no Merit but what 
is imaginary, and vaniſhes as ſoon as 


I a&t or ſpeak. 


* 'The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 53, &c. 
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But I think, reply d Cyrus, that 


you are too nice upon this Article. 


Tis eaſy for you to ſay ſo, Sir, ſaid 
Araſpes; but if you had gone thro 
the Book with me a little, and had ſeen 
what a Figure you make in your 
Travels, you would quite change 


your Tone. 


Alas! ſaid the Prince, what ſhould 
learn from ſuch a Leſſon? Nothing 
more than what I have already re- 
proached myſelf for, twenty times. 
If you did but know how aſham'd 
I am of my Courſes 


This is the very Thing, reply'd Araſ- 
bes, that would provoke you the more 
to ſee how our Cenſor has recited 


them. 


Tis true, ſaid Cyrus, that we are 
never more ſtung with a Ridicule, 
than 


. aa 
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than when we ate conſcious to outs 
{elves that we have deſerved it. 


As the Prince had made an End 
of theſe Words, he found himſelf go- 
ing out of the Wood, and in the 
midſt of his Guards: For, as Night 
came on, he had left the Hill where 
he ſtay d to converſe with Araſpes, 
and continuing his Diſcourſe with him, 
he was inſenſibly return d to his At- 
tendants, with whom he re-entered 
Babylon; where we ſhall find him 
more than once diſcourſing with his 
Favourite upon the Hiſtory of his 


Travels. 
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SN TR US could not well 80 
from his Palace the next 
Day after this firſt Con- 


verſation. It was already 
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late, and the Sun, fatigued wich its 
Courſe, was going to take a ſweet 
Refreſhment in the Boſom of the 
Ocean, before this Prinee could diſ- 
E 2 engage 
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engage himſelf from the Multitude of ö 
Affairs with which he was encumber' d. 
At length, a little before Night came 


on, he went up to a Platform on the 


Top of his Palace, where the freſh 
Air was not his only Delight, but a 
thouſand various Objects, ſome more 
engaging than others, preſented them- 
ſelves to his View. On the one Hand 
appeared Babylon, its Structures, 
Walls, its vaſt Circumference, its Tem- 
ples, and Gardens: The Palace was 
ſeparated from the City by a great 


Oval Area, above 300 Paces in 


Length; on each Side whereof was a 
ſtately Piazza, built Arch- wiſe, ſup- 
ported by five Rows of Pillars of 
green Marble. In the Middle aroſe 
an Obelisk of granate Marble, fifty 
Cubits in Height, where Araſpes had 
cauſed the principal Events of Cyrus's 
Reign, to be carv d in hieroglyphical 
Characters. On the four Sides of the 


Pedeſtal, which ſerv'd as the Baſe to J 


this Pyramid, were Baſſo Nellie vos i 
of | 
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of exquiſite Sculpture, repreſenting the 
Mede here, the Aſſyrian there, the 
Arabian on one Side, and the Indian 
on the other, coming to preſent the 
new Lord of the Eaſt, with their 
Giſcs and Homage. Four Palaces leſs 
than his Majeſty's, all the four of one 
Bigneſs, and the ſame Symetry, and 
fit to lodge as many Monarchs, were 
erected ar the Bottom of the Area, 
which ſerved for the Reſidence of 
Cyrus s Miniſters and principal Officers, 
Five of the largeſt Streets in Babylon, 
ran parallel into the Square, which 
were throng d every Hour in the Day 
with buſy Inhabitants, Arrtificers, 
Chariots driving contrary Ways, run- 
ning againſt, and entangling one ano- 
ther; all which made that agreeable 
Confuſion common to great Cities, 
the Sight of which is ſo proper to un- 
bend the Mind when fatigued and 
cramp'd by tedious and cloſe Appli- 
cation, This was what attracted their 
Views on the South Side. On the 

E 3 Eaſt 
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Eaſt they had an agreeable Plain, 
crownd with a thick Foreſt. And 
on the North, a vaſt Champain 
Country, bounded by Mountains 
whoſe lofty Tops o erlook' d the 


Clouds. On the Welt Side they ſaw 4 


the Euphrates, and its Keys, whoſe 
Waves were often as boiſterous as a 
raging Sea, toſſing Barks without 
Number, laden with Goods of a 
thouſand different Kinds, ſome going 
out, others coming in, whoſe various 
Motions, the Daſhing of the Oars, 
the Working of the Mariners, the 
Hurries - of the reſtleſs induſtrious 
Merchants backwards and forwards ; 
all theſe in one View, afforded the 
Eyes a Proſpect, than which, none 
could be more engaging, or more 


diverſify d. 
While Cyrus and Araſpes had their 


Eyes turn d on this Side, they per- 


ceived a Bark, curiouſly adorn d, mak- 
ing to Land, which put a Shore two 
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young Foreigners of a good Mien, 
attended with ſome Slaves. Cyrus 
ſtopp'd a while to take a View of 
them,and then turning towards Araſpes, 
faid to him, Thus did we formerly 
rove up and down the World; and I 
ſhould be glad, for our own Repu- 
tation, that theſe two Foreigners juſt 
arriv d, might prove the Sons of ſome 
powerful Monarch metamorphos'd, 
like us, into Adventurers. 


Sir, you ſhall quickly know, re- 
ply'd Araſpes, whether your Wiſhes 
are fulfilled. At theſe Words he 
call'd one of the Officers of the Prince's 
Guards, and ent him to inquire of what 
Quality theſe Foreigners were, and 
what Buſineſs brought them to Ba- 


The Officer return d in an Inſtant, 
with Tidings, that the two Foreigners 
were the Sons of a certain Arabian 


Prince, a Tributary to Cyrus, and 
E 4 that 
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that their Father ſent them to be 
train d up at the Court of his So- 
vereign. 4 


I really thought, ſaid Araſpes, that 
we ſhould not find any Inſtances to 
a a Sanction to ſuch ſingular Con- 
duct as ours was, for a certain Term. 

Will you always be harping upon 
this String, reply'd Cyrus, with a 
Tone of ſome Indignation ? 


Oh! To be plain with you, re- 
ply'd Araſpes, I did not think you 
was of a Temper to be fretted by 
the mention of the ſame Thing over 
again. You muſt have been accu- 
ſtom' d to hear the ſame Leſſon often 
repeared ; for all thoſe Maſters whom 
you conſulted in your Travels, did 
but copy one another, and yet you 
were not tir d with hearing them. 


Does 
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Does Aramys take any Notice of 
that, ſaid Cyrus? 


He had not Power to overlook it, 
reply d Araſpes. Not one of your 
Failings eſcapes him, and you may 
depend upon it, that he has blazon d 
them in all their Colours. 


I would fain know, reply'd Cyrus, 
what he ſays was the Motive of my 
Travels, 


What Motive, ſaid the Favourite? 
Nothing but a Fancy to ramble o'er 
the World like a Knight Errant. But 
hold, I am miſtaken, your Father bad 
you go, and away you march, with- 
cout any other View or Deſign. 


But had not Cambyſes neither ſome 
Motive, ſaid Cyrus, when he laid 
that Injunction an me? 


No, 


57 


58 A Supplement to the Ex. II. 


No, reply d Araſpes; but ſtay a little 
—let me recolle&. Ves, X continued 
he with a Smile, he ſent you to learn 
Divinity and Law, in the Schools of 
Greece and Egypt. The Author 
alſo does not fail to hint how ſeaſo- F' 
nably F the Death of Caſſandana 
happen'd, to put you in a Condition 
to anſwer the great Purpoſes which 

your Father had form'd for your 
Education ; and how that wiſe Prince, 
finding you a little too raw at the 
Age of Thirty, and notwithſtanding 
you had reſided fo long at the Court 
of Ecbatana, thought fit that you © 
ſhould make your Tours into Fo- F* 
reign Countries, in order to poliſh ; ſ 
you. Above all, he paints to 

the Life that more than diſintereſted 

Tenderneſs of Cambyſes and Mandana, - 


who are not troubled to loſe you, 
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rovided they put you in a Way to 
; CE a complete Man ; that marvel- 
F lous Docility with which you abruptly 
began your Travels, without making 


I che leaſt Reflection in your Mind on 


che Abſurdity of the Commands laid 


3 upon you. — 


Cyrus interrupted him, ſaying, 
Don't call it Docility, twas Folly, 
and I am obliged to the Author for 
having ſo well expoſed the Extrava- 
gance of my Conduct, in thus aban- 
doning my Country, my Family, a 
Throne, which perhaps might be va- 


cant when I was at the other End of 


the World, and all this to run a thou- 
ſand Dangers. \ 


Ohl as to Dangers, reply d Araſpes, 
Aramys has taken great Care to make 

7 us avoid them all. You have all the 
Reaſon in the World to be ſatisfy d with 


The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 120. 
him 
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him upon this Article; for never did 
Author treat his Hero with more 
Good-Nature and Civility. He always 
makes us ſail with the fineſt Weather 
in the World ; the fierce North-Winds 
hold in their Blaſts ; the Zephyr is 
the only Wind that preſumes to 
breathe upon the Water, and juſt 
fills the Sails with Wind to carry us in 
an Inſtant from one Port to another }. 


No Tempeſt, no Rocks, no Ship- 


wrecks, no Pyrates in our Way. This 
is not all, we are even exempted from 
the Inconveniences to which Voyages 
are molt neceſſarily ſubject. We ne- 
ver want any Thing, and even in 
the wildeſt Deſarts, we find obliging 
and courteous Hoſts, who are proud 
to make ſuch Strangers as us welcome. 
Whatever Town we arrive at, the 


very Man we want meets us in the |} 


Nick of Time, who is order'd to do 


+ The 'Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 120, f 
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us the Honours of the Place. Here, 
withour any more Trouble or Cere- 
mony, we inquire the Way to 
Badeo Xx. After ſo coarſe a Saluta- 
tion, honeſt Amenophis immediately 
s falls in Love with you, and impor- 
o tunes you to ſtay all Night with him. 
Pythagoras civilly excuſes you ſo 
much as the Trouble of mentioning 
your Name, and knows by your Mien 
only, that you are the Son of Cam- 
s byſes T. Tis true that, in order to 
1 3 falve Appearances, your Hiſtorian 
s  Þ transforms this Philoſopher into a Pro- 
- | phet, and makes him foreſee, in the 
1 | JF remoteſt Futurity, the pretended Pro- 
ſperity t of I know not what Town 
in Italy. But to return to our Voy- 
ages: if the Gods themſelves were to 
e travel upon Earth, I would defy them 
eto be more courteous than Aramys 
has been to us. 


1 
The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 121. 
Ff Ibid. Vol. II. p. 8. 
4 + Ibid. p. 55. 
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Confeſs then for once, ſaid Cyrus, 
that you are mnch obliged to him: 
If he had deſcrib'd Things as they 
commonly fall out, and as they 
actually happen d to us, how much 
murmuring and fretting, how many 
trifling Scenes would he not have 


ll. 
_ 
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exhibited, which would have made 


the Publick laugh at your Expence ? 


It was not out of Good-Will to 
me, reply d Araſpes, that he has ſaid 
nothing of the Dangers we ran, and 
the Obſtacles we had to overcome. 


He was apprehenſive that, while he 


was deſcribing our Adventures, even 
ſuch as were the moſt morrtifying, 
your Manner of extricating yourſelt 
out of them, would diſcover ſuch 
Touches of Courage, Reſolution, and 


Skill, as would contradict the diſad- 


vantagious Character he deſign d to 
give of you. But I would have 


} 


. 
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heartily forgiven him the Relation of 
my 
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my Uneaſineſs, being fully convinc d 
that the Publick would have been ſo 
ood-humour'd as to excuſe me on 
that Head. In ſhort, how can one, 
with Patience, hear all the Childiſh 
Things that are told you * The 


Egg of the World ; the old She-Goat of 


Hermes F ; the Entrance of our Souls 
+ into the Bodies of a Cat, an Ape, 
&c. and ſo many other extravagant 
Whimſies, with which all thoſe 
Quacks you conſulted, uſed to ſtuff 
their tedious Diſcourſes. As for your 
Part, who had a Genius turn'd for 
profound Speculations, I fancy you 
found Sublime Myſteries in them ; 
but I, who was of a quite different 
Golit, ſaw nothing in them but Chi- 
meras and Abſurdities, which tended 
to make me out of Conceit with our 
Occupation. So that while you re- 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 192 
F Ibid. p. 182. 
+ Ibid. p. 191. 
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turned from your Travels, full of ſure 
and ſolid Principles in Religion, 1 
only came back with a greater Share 
of Ignorance and Doubts than ever. 


How miſtaken you are, dear Araſpes, 


ſaid Cyrus, in the Notion you have 1 
form'd of my Knowledge | I was far |? 


& "of 
| 
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This, ſaid Araſpes, puts me in F 


from meeting with that Satisfaction 
from the Philoſophers which I ex- 
pected. 


Mind of a very pleaſant Paſſage, 
which your Hiſtorian has related of 
you, in one of the Theological Lec- 
tures which he makes Zoroaſter to 
read to you : This Philoſopher tells 
you, That before you inhabited a 
Mortal Body, you were a Jynga, 
Synoche, or Coſmogoge X. 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 105, 
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3 Coſmogoge, Synoc he, Heavens! what 
Names are here, ſaid Cyrus, What 
do you think they mean ? 


Oh, Sir, you put a very hard 


Queſtion to me, anſwer'd Araſpes; 


I How ſhould I know ? Aramys him- 
ſelf perhaps knew not; at leaſt he ſays 


nothing of it. 


I could not have believed, reply'd 
Cyrus, that a Man of ſuch Senſe 
would have ſunk into Pedantry, and 


made ſuch a ſilly Parade with Terms, 


which the Generality of his Readers 
would be at a Loſs to underſtand, and 
ſuch too, as, in all Appearance, were 
foreign to his Subject. 


Not ſo foreign neither, Sir, if you 
pleaſe, ſaid Araſpes. Don't you know 
what a Virtue there is in a String of ſuch 
ſtrange uncouth Names as Amilictes, 
Tieletarches, and Coſmogoges, to ridi- 
F cule 
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cule the Great Man who delivers 


them to you gravely. Nothing could | g 
be better than ſuch a pleaſant Turn, Þ 


to anſwer the Deſign of Aramys, to 
make his Readers a little merry at the 
Expence of * and to put 
him in the Dreſs of a perfect School - 
Maſter : This Character too tallies 
wonderfully with yours. You are 
in this Place the apteſt little Scholar 
I ever ſaw ; and this brings me to 


what I had at firſt in View. After 
the long and tireſome Diſcourſe, in 
which it is revealed to you that 
you were a Jynga &, you are ſeiz- 
ed with Aſtoniſhment, and cry out, 


J am then a Ray of Light emitted 


from its Principle. The Enthuſiaſm 


is charming, and always makes me 
laugh whenever I think on't, 


Yet, ſaid Cyrus, in the Manner 
you relate Things to me, I cannot 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 113. 
think 
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think that Jynga was a very luminous 
Being in the Hiſtory of my Travels. 


Oh, ſaid Araſpes, Aramys did not 
place you there to look ſo nicely into 
it: It anſwers his Purpoſe better not 
to make you ſo quick- ſighted; which 
furniſhes him with freſh Matter of 
Ridicule in the very ſame Paſſage. 
You addreſs yourſelf ingenuouſly, and 
with a certain Air of Simplicity, than 
which, nothing becomes you better, 
to Zoroaſter, to ask him by what 
Way it 1s that they aſcend to the 
Empyreum, which he had told you but 
the Moment before x. Bur Zoroaſter 
was a good Tutor; he was not tir'd 
with Repetition; he knew the Le- 
vity of Youth, and that, after they 
had heard the ſame Things repeated 
ren times, it was well if they could 
but once underſtand and retain them; 


therefore he had the Complaiſance, 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 112. 
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after the Parentheſes and Preamble 
common to Pedants &, to point out 
to you, in the ſame Terms as before, 
the High Road, about which you 
was in ſo much Pain: What you did 
not underſtand at the firſt Leſſon- 
time, you are fully Maſter of at the 
Second ; and God knows how your 
Tranſports were doubled, when you 
were told, to your great Aſtoniſhment, 
what the meaneſt Shepherd's Boy in 
Perſia learns, while he is at the Breaſt, 
T hat Virtue alone condufts Men to! 
the Reſidence of the Immortal Gods. ö 
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You talk at ſuch a Rate, ſaid Cyrus 
with a Smile, as if you thought me 
infected with all his Nonſenſe. . 


Oh ! far from it, Sir, reply'd Araſ- 
pes. But after all, continued he, let 
me tell you, whenever I was a Wit- 
neſs of your Dogmatical Conferences, 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 114, 115. 
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thought you ſtrangely wrapt up in 
Admiration of them. Vou were al- 
ways for crying up the fine Things 
which your Maſters told you of; and 
to ſee the Exclamations and extatick 
Raptures which you fell into when 
you heard them &, I imagin'd that 
every Word that came from them, 
was an Oracle which reveal'd ſome 
great Myſtery to you; and of this tis 
true that you every where gave De- 
monſtration. I remember you had 
a certain Round of Compliments, which 
came about in their Turn: one was 
as juſtly beſtow'd as another; and he 
that had the Honour to converſe with 
you, was always, in your Eſteem, the 
greateſt Man. Vet it was impoſſible 
but all thoſe Doctors muſt, from 


| Time to Time, give each other the 


| Lye, upon more than one Article, 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 101, &c. 
113, 198. Vol, II. p. 44, 152, 192. 


F 2 And 


70 A Supplement to the Ev'x. II. 


And that was the very Thing which, 
reply d Cyrus, afterwards gave me 
Perplexity. I confeſs, to my Shame, 
I was ſucceſſively the Bubble of all 
the various Fables that were told me; 
but being rid of that Miſt, which Sur- 
prize, and the Want of Experience, 
at firſt caſt before my Eyes, I made 
Reflections, which, if they could not 
protect me againſt Impoſition, ſerv d, 
at leaſt, to recover me out of it. In 
all the Leſſons that J had been taught, 
thought I perceived Contradi- 
ctions and Trifles, which I bluſh'd 
that I had ever given Ear to. Zoro- Þ 
after, ſaid I, tells me that the Ethe- 
real Matter, which is diffuſed thro 
the whole Univerſe &, is the Body 
of the Great Oromazes, and that his 
Soul is Truth. What I breathe, 
what I a&t, what I feel; in a Word, 
every Thing that exiſts, is therefore 
God: Beſides, to ſay that this God 
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has Truth for his Soul, is to ſay that 
he is inanimate; for Truth in itſelf 
is nothing; tis only the ſimple Con- 
formity which one Thing bears with 
another; tis but a mere Mode, which 

may ſuit with what is only pure 
Matter; and a God, who has no other 
Soul than that, is a God truly mate- 
t rial. To ſay therefore that God is 
Matter, which has Truth for its Soul, 
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is really ſaying, that there is no God : 
And the Order of the Univerſe de- 
. © monſtrates to us, that it could not be 
ieſtabliſh d and preſerv'd by any Thing 


leſs than an intelligent Being, a pure 

| Spirit, inhabiting neither Matter in 
general, nor any Portion of Matter in 

particular. This, Reaſon tells me, 

and Zoroafter himſelf agrees to it * ; 

how then can all the: Notions be 
reconciled together? 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 91, &c. 
96, 97, &c. 104, &c. 
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"Tis a Judgment, ſays he, upon 
the Soul of a wicked Man to be ſent 
into the Body of a Beaſt *; bur 
where would be the great Harm of 
ſuch Tranſmigration ? Are not the 
Pleaſures of a Rat the fame to it, as 
ours are to us? and, as to its Troubles, 
are they comparable to thoſe which con- 


{ume us ? In ſuch a State our Know- 


ledge is more limited; but then, if our 
Underſtanding was leſs, would not 
our Sufferings be ſo too? The great 
Misfortune of theſe Conditions would 
be the Remembrance of what we had 
been formerly. But could Zoroaſter 
be ſure what Body his Soul inhabited 
before it animated that of an Indian 
Prince ? For my Part, my Memory 
does not extend beyond my Infancy, 
and Cyrus is the only Being that I ever 
knew in this Trunk. 
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But, reply d Araſpes, one may 
venture to affirm, that you have un- 
dergone a Sort of Metempſychoſis: 
You were at firſt no more than the 
Son of a Shepherd, afterwards you 
became the Son of a King, and, in 
Time, you came to be King yourſelf : 
But, if I miſtake not, the Tranſmi- 
grations which pleaſe Zoroaſter, muſt 
be ſomewhat more phyſical, and not 
ſo eaſy to retain as thoſe : That which 
Pythagoras is ſaid to have boaſted, 
would be very much to the Gotit of 
our Sage. I was told at Gnofſus, that 
the Philoſopher of Samos remember'd 
the Part he bore at the Siege of 
Troy. 


But, ſaid Cyrus, granting what you 
pleaſe for once, would Animals be 
much afflicted by ſuch Remembrance 
of their former Condition? ] believ d 
once, upon the Authority of Zoro- 


after, that I was an Angel before I 
| inhabited 
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inhabited a Mortal Body X. Was 
Cyrus, for that Reaſon, the leſs dear 
to me? Had I the leſs Deſire to re- 
main in my preſent State? Tis the 
ſame Caſe with a Rat; be its Notions 
of the Being it had formerly what 
they will, its Attachment to its pre- 
ſent Condition prevails above all 
other Conſiderations : How induſtri- 
ous is it to avoid the Traps laid for 
it, and to prolong thoſe Days which 
appear to us to be ſo dark and con- 
temptible | Therefore the Paſſage of 
our Souls into Bodies of this Sort, is 
not, as Zoroaſter pretends, a Puniſh- 
ment of our Crimes. But, in fine, 
[ once ſaid, How came the Principle 
or Motive of ſuch Tranſmigration to 
the Knowledge of Zoroaſter ? Was it 
by Reaſoning ? No; this Event is a 
Matter of Fact, and Facts are not 
learnt by Reaſoning. Was it by his 
own Experience, by the Depoſition 
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5 of any unexceptionable Witneſles ? 


But we know No-body that remem- 
bers the having undergone any ſuch 


F Metamorphoſes. We are told of 
Pythagoras. Why ſhould not a 
' thouſand others know as much of 
their Deſtiny as he? His Teſtimony 
alone ought to go for nothing in an 
Affair of this Nature. All that Zo- 
roaſter therefore told me on this Head, 
was only Viſion and Chimera. 


But, ſaid Araſpes, he could not 


mis of reaching you fine Things up- 


on the Stars, you came from him 


| with ſo good a Taſte for Aſtronomy. 


Really, ſaid Cyrus, a Man muſt 


be a great Aſtronomer, and far ad- 
vanc d in the Knowledge of the hea- 
venly Bodies, who teaches, that the 
Moon is inhabited by Fools, * Saturn 
by Man-haters, and that all the Cœ- 


* Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 108, 110. 
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leſtial Globes have need of Guides to 
conduct them, leſt they ſhould ram- 
ble from their Orbits. Nevertheleſs, 
that was all Zoroaſter knew of 
Aſtronomy, and the worthy Object 
of my Faith and Admiration ; tho, 
with all the Abſurdities that Zo» 
roaſter fill'd my Head, he gave 


me ſome ſolid Notions : But, before 


I conſulted him, Reaſon had already 
taught me to know the great Oroma- 


⁊es, to eſteem Virtue, and not to 
look upon Death as the Deſtruction 
of my Being. The reſt of his Do- 
ctrine conſiſted only of Fables, which 
were enough to make me doubt even 
of the Truths he interſpers d in them, 
if thoſe Truths had not been founded 
upon other Principles than the Au- 
thority of a contemplative Viſionary. 


But depend ont, reply'd Araſpes, 
that the Author of the Travels does 
not make you any Allowance upon 


this Article, Your Credulity, your 
Trane 
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Tranſports, your Raptures, that 
amazing Flexibility of Mind which 
ſuffer d you to be carried in a trice 
from one Syſtem to another; all this 
is painted to the Life; and he has 
taken care to procure me Satisfaction 
for the Chagrin I fo often endur d from 
your indefarigable Attention to ſo 
many inceſſant Bablers. 


I ſhould have been glad, ſaid Cyrus, 
if I had come off as cheap as you; 
for ſuch Diſcourſes were not only ſur- 
feiting to me, but gave me much 
more Anxiety of Mind than the be- 
ing barely tireſome, becauſe the dif- 
ferent Leſſons of ſo many Tutors, 
threw me into ſtrange Perplexities of 
Thought. Falſhood was generally 
exhibited to me in the ſame Colours 
as Truth, without any Marks whereby 
to diſtinguiſh the one from the other. 
I knew not which Side of the Que- 
ſtion to adhere to, and my Mind 
waver'd, {ora long Time, in a diſmal 
Uncer- 
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Uncertainty. Daniel, would you 
think it? not Daniel himſelf could 
extricate me out of it. The Chara- 
cter he gave me of the Religion 
of the | * was great, noble, 
and, at firſt Sight, enchanting ; bur 
my Mind had been accuſtomed to 
Doubts. The Abſurdities to which 


I at firſt abandon'd myſelf, made me 


fearful of falling into new Difficulties, 
and put me upon my Guard againſt 
all ſingular Notions in the Point of 
Religion. I examined Daniel's Diſ- 
courſe, and could diſcover nothing in 
the Picture he had drawn, but what 
I thought perfectly conſiſtent with 
Reaſon, and becoming the Majeſty 
of God. The Chimeras and Contra- 
dictions of the Magi, found no Room 
in the Theology of the Hebreaus; but 
this was not enough for me. The 
Prophet only declar d his Syſtem, and 
a Declaration is no Evidence. A 


* Travels of Cyrus, vol. II. p. 173, &c. 
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Thing is not always a whit the more 
real becauſe tis plauſible, and ſome- 
thing more than Probability is neceſ- 
fary for the Beliet of Facts. I hop d 
that Daniel had declar d nothing but 
what was true, yet I was not yet 
ſure of it. He had not inſiſted 
long enough upon the Principles that 
might ſerve to defeat my Suſpicions, 
and had but juſt hinted them. At 
that Time our Wars commenced with 
| the Aſyrians; and in the Victories 
which I gained, I ſaw the Accompliſh- 
ment of the Fexwiſh Prophecies. This 
| Event began to diſpel my Doubts. 
In order to confirm myſelf farther in 
my new Opinion, when I became 
| Maſter of Aſſyria, I conſulted the 
| Tewiſh Prieſts, examined the Proofs 
on which their Religion is founded, 
and thought them undeniable. They 
carried Conviction ro my Mind. My 
Reaſon could not deny its Aſſent to 


a Religion that ſtood upon ſuch a 
Baſis, 


t 


79 


80 


A Supplement to the Ev N. II. 


Baſis, and my Heart began to enjoy 
that Tranquillity which the Chimeras 
I had learnt in my Travels, had only 
ſerved to ruffle. 


Araſpes reply d, with an Air of 
Banter, If the Diſcoveries made to 
you upon the Head of Religion, were 
not ſatisfactory to your Mind, you 
were handſomly made Amends by 
the profound Knowledge you acquir d 
of the Laws, and you return d from 
your Travels better qualify'd to be 
the Legiſlator, than the Conqueror, 


of Aſia. 
That's very apparent, ſaid Cyrus, 


with a Smile, and my Capacity, in 
that reſpect, may be judge d of by 
the Effects it has produc d. Perſia 
has a new Face ſince my Return, and 
all the Haſt acknowledges my Laws. 
That, added he, was the Effect of 
my Studies. 


But 
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But really, ſaid Araſpes, you can- 
not aſcribe this to what you gain d in 
your Travels; for Solon School was 
not the only Place where you learnt 
the Law which you have now eſta- 


bliſh'd in Aſia. 


Oh! ſaid Cyrus, I pretend to excel 
my Tutors, and to make a new 
Code, as good as theirs. 


Tis true, reply'd Araſpes, that 


one great Secret to make new Diſco- 
veries in Law, is to have an Army of 
a hundred thouſand Men in the Field, 
and to know how to conduct it well. 
This gives an Inſight into a thouſand 
hne Things, which others would ne- 
ver have thought of, and makes a 
Man, in the twinkling of an Eye, a 
greater Legiſlator than Minos, Licur- 
gs, or Solon. 
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But Raillery apart, Sir, Behold 
you are now the quiet Poſſeſſor of 
two vaſt Empires. Egypt will think 
herſelt very happy, if you let her be 
at Peace, and Scythia will no more 
preſume, now the Medes have a War- 
like Prince, to continue the Incurſon 
which their Effeminacy incourag d 
her to make into their Territories 
Perhaps you will be willing to em- 
ploy your leiſure Time to give new 
Laws to your Subjects, and then thoſe 
which you made yourſelf Maſter o 
in your Travels, will be of ver) 
great Help to you. 


Undoubtedly, reply'd Cyras, a lit- 
tle Republic is the exact Model by 
which a great Monarchy ought to bt 
regulated, and we will have the ſam 
Police in all Aſia, as in a ſingle Cit) 
of Greece. The only Option lies 1, 
berween Sparta and Athens. * Help 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 211. 
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me to determine it, for I am puzzled 
which to chuſe. * 


I ſee, Sir, faid Araſpes, that 


| now I muſt have a Care what I 


ſay. You are in a jeſting Vein, 
and you take me up at every Word. 
[| will endeavour, hereafter, to give 
you leſs Advantage. But to return 
to our Laws. Is there nothing in 
thoſe of Egypt that you think worthy 
of Imitation ? F 


Indeed, reply'd Cyrus, Egypt is a 


| great Monarchy : But what need 1s 


there of going out of Perſia to learn 
the Hiſtory and Laws of Egypt? And 
if that Knowledge was indiſpenſably 
neceſſary for a great Prince; could not 
acquire it at a cheaper Rate? Beſides, 
it the Buſineſs of Government, and 
the Ambition of becoming a good 


Judge, had been the Objects of my 


* Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 259. 
+ Ibid. p. 171. 
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Paſſion, I ſhould have found more 
Helps for it in Perſia, than were re- 
quiſite. Vou know how eager they 
are there in the Study of the Law, 
and that Lectures of it are read to us 
in the public Schools, at an Age when 
we are neither in a Capacity to com- 
prehend them, nor in the Humour to 
reh{h them X. I might therefore have 
been a great Civilian without going 
ſo far, but it was never my Inclina- 
tion. I always imagin d that it was 
the Duty of a Prince to approve him- 
ſelf a Judge, rather than a Lawyer, 
and that he ought to apply himſelf 


much more to find out the Character 


and Talents of thoſe whom he ſets up 
to adminiſter Juſtice, than to unravel 
the Intricacies of a Queſtion of Law. 


Why then, ſaid Araſpes, did you 
take ſo much Pains to inform yourſelf 
of the Laws in the Courſe of your 
Travels? 


* Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 4. 1. 
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Have not I already told you, faid 
Cyrus, that I did not know what I 
would be at, nor why? I was then 
the ſame Man in the Hands of Cam- 
byſes and Mandana, as I have been 
ſince in the Hands of the Writer of 
my Travels. I changd my Taſte 
and Genius, purely to aſſume ſuch 
Character as they thought fit to give 
me. 


Then, ſaid Araſpes, your inform- 
ing yourſelf of certain odd Cuſtoms 
eſtabliſn d among all the Nations, 
whoſe. Laws you thought fit to con- 
ſult, was only for the Sake of a little 
Diverſion? 


When all's done, if that was my 
Deſign, ſaid Cyrus, I have not had 
very bad Succeſs. 


There's but one little Objection, 
ſaid Araſpes, which I ſee, againſt 
G 3 your 
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your having ſuch a View; Tis, that 
your Hiſtorian will not allow you 
Brains enough for ſuch a Contrivance; 
ſo that, if you pleaſe, you muſt re- 
vert to the firſt Syſtem, and ſay, that 
you acted ſo without knowing why. 


Oh ! reply'd Cyrus, with your Au- 
thor's Leave, I plainly ſaw what I 
was doing. I perceiv'd every Time, 
that all my Doctors in Law taught 
me nothing, and that, as to the 
Laws, all that I learnt lately, was 
perfectly trifling. Indeed, as to Po- 
liteneſs, and whatever contributes to 
the Agreeableneſs of Society, it was 
not eaſy to add to the Lectures which 
I had received in this Kind at the 
Court of Echatana X. As to good Or- 


der, and inoffenſive Behaviour, what 


could I deſire more than what I ſaw 
already publiſh d, and even practis d, 
in Perſia f? Now, with ſuch Diſpo- 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 6, &c. 
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ſitions as theſe, was not I very well 


qualify d to do without any other In- 
— ky and to perceive the Defect 
of thoſe that were given me? But I 


believe we are both tired. Let us 
drop the irkſome Remembrance of 
my Travels, and, at preſent, only 


think of taking neceſſary Nouriſh- 
ment and Reſt, for we muſt go thro 
a great deal of Buſineſs To- morrow. 
At theſe Words Cyrus and Araſpes 
parted, and met, for ſeveral Days to- 
gether, upon more important Affairs 
than diſcourſing upon Aramys's 
Book. 
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T he Tulgp EvENING's Converſation. 


[RUS was a great Lover 
of Hunting, the Favourite 
Diverſion of Heroes and 
Conquerors, and an Ex- 
erciſe which, in the very Calms of 
Peace, gives them a lively Image of 
War, and reminds them of their 


Conqueſts and their Glory. A mon- 
ſtrous 
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ſtrous Wild Boar, ſuch as the Cale- 


donian, or that from which Hercules 
deliver d the Erymanthean Foreſt, 
ravag d the neighbouring Country of 
Babylon, making ſuch dreadful Ha- 
vock of the Corn and Cattle, that 
the Husbandman and the Shepherd 
were afraid to venture out of their 
Cots. Cyrus knew this, and, like 
another Hercules, after having rooted 
out Tyrants, being reſolv d to rid the 
Earth of Monſters too, he attack'd 
and kill'd the Wild Boar with his own 
Hands. Being fatigu'd with the Toil 
which this Victory had coſt him, he 
was retiring to one of his Hunting 
Seats, when he was detain d on the 
Way by a more engaging Object. 
As he was deſcending into a Vale, he 
perceived, on the Declivity of a Hill, 
a ſpacious Grotto, which Nature had 
dug in the Rock. The Tapeſtry of 


its Walls was an ever-green Moſs, and 


all round it was a little Plain of about 


a hundred Paces, where Nature alone 


had 
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| had provided Rows of Lime-Trees, 
which furniſh'd a healthful Shade, 
| and with their twining Branches 
ſorm d in ſeveral Places delightful 
Bowers. Out of this Rock there 
ppouted a Torrent of clear Water, 
which, after having made itſelf a Baſin 
in the Middle of the Grotto, roll'd 
by twenty different Caſcades into vaſt 
Meadows at the Foot of the Hill, 
as charming as the beautiful Tempe, 
and thoſe famous Vales of T beſſaly, 
ſo much boaſted by the Poets. Here 
a hundred different Springs, that iſſued 
from the Hills, form'd as many Ca- 
nals, whoſe pure Waters made the 
Air cool, and the Soil fertile, and 
divided the Vale into a vaſt Number of 
little Iſlands, which were all different 
both in Form and Size. On the 
Banks of theſe Streams were long 
| Walks of Willows and Poplars, where 


| the tender Nightingale was admir d 


for her ſweet Melody; while nu- 
merous Flocks skipped upon the 
Grals, 
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Graſs, and the Hills echoed inceſlantly | 
with the harmonious Lays of the 


Shepherds, fitting in the Shade, who, 

by Turns, with their Rural Pipes, ce. 
lebrated their Gods, their Flocks, thei WW 

flowry Meadows, their chaſte Amours, i | 


and the innocent Charms of their 
Shepherdeſſes. The falſe Delicacy o 
the Medes and Aſyrians, had na 
vitiated the Taſte of Cyrus. He ſtil 
found Allurements in Nature's Sim- 
plicity, and had the Senſe to prefer 
the Pleaſures ſhe preſented, before th: 
fantaſtical Niceties of far-fetch'd Lux: 
ury. The Proſpect before his Eye 
ſo enchanted. him, that he was de- 
ſirous to paſs the Remainder of the 
Day in this Grotto ; and the Fare his 
Officers had prepared for him was 
brought hither. It ſeem'd as if the 
God Morpheus himſelf had ſprinkled 
it with the kindly Juice of his moiſteſt 
Poppies ; for ſcarce had the Prince 
hniſh'd his Repaſt, when his weary 
Linabs were overtaken with a ſweet 

Þ Slumber, 
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Very late awaked, by the Lowing of 
| the Cattle, as they returned from 
© their fat Paſtures to their Stables. 
Cyrus, even after he was awake, could 
not tell how to leave this delightful 
Place. He walk d a while with 
Araſpes, under the Lime-Trees with- 
out the Grotto, and preſently ſaid to 
his Favourite, Can you tell what I 
have been taken up with in my 


| Nap? 
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| To any ather but a great Monarch, 
| ſhould have made anſwer, faid 
Araſpes, that he had been taken up 
with ſleeping. But ſuch Spirits as 
yours are never at Reſt. To them 


| even Sleep is Gain, and they often ſee 
the Birth of Projects. 


No more of your Compliments, 
ſaid Cyrus, but attend to my Dream, 
which has ariſen from our two Con- 


verſations. I imagin'd | was reading 
the 
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the Hiſtory of my Travels, and that 
there met with a large Collection 
of excellent Laws. I thought im- 
mediately of eſtabliſhing them thro- 
out the whole Extent of my Domi- 
nions, and actually took Meaſures to 


remove the Obſtacles which hinder'd 


the Execution of my Deſign. 


Alas! Sir, ſaid Araſpes, ſince you 
are ſetting up for a Legiſlator, upon 
the Plan drawn up by Aramys, pray 
begin with putting a Law in Force, 
which that Hiſtorian aſcribes to the 
Perſians, viz. That which gives a 
Power to proſecute a Man who is 
guilty of Ingratitude Xx. You will 
thereby do me a valt Pleaſure, for 
your Favours to me have put me in 
a Condition to oblige a Multitude of 
People, who never fo much as think 
of making me any Acknowledge- 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 5. 


ment 
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ment for the Services I have done 
them. 


Tis probable, ſaid Cyrus, that 
Aramys only charges that Law to our 
Account by Way of Banter; for 
never was there any ſuch Law in 
Perfia : Perſia aims at Things of 
more Importance, and leaves ſuch 
Viſions to the Egyptians, who, by 
an over-fondnels = Grandeur and 
Elegance, often run into Whimſies. 
In the Collection of their Laws, there 
is that you have been talking of, 
which really is no great Argument 
of the good Senſe of thoſe who made 
it. For, in order to puniſh Ingrati- 
tude, it ſhould at firſt be very nicely 
determin d what it is to be ungrate- 
ful; what are the particular Caſes 


wherein a Perſon may be deem'd to 
deſerve that Character ; and how far 


Gratitude ſhould go. A Price ought 
to be ſet upon every Benefit, even 


thoſe which are, as we may call it, in 
their 
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their own Nature in valuable, and for 
which the Benefactor has no Reward, 
but the Pleaſure he took in conferring 
them. 


But ſuppoſe the Legiſlator to be 
got out of this Labyrinth, and that 
he rates the very Degrees of Affec- 
tion in a Service, which ſo far enhance 
the Value of it; Does he render 
People a whit the more grateful ? 
No ; he only alters the Nature of 


our Obligations. Inſtead of a Cor- 


reſpondence, founded only in Gene- 
roſity on the one Part, and in Since- 
rity on the other, he ſubſtitutes Ob- 
ligations of Juſtice ; and Gratitude, 


which was no more than a frank Ex- 


change of good Offices, becomes a 
Trathck, a mercenary Barter, which 
debaſes noble Souls, and accuſtoms 
them to have an Eye to ſordid In- 
rerelt, in every good Action they do. 
'Tis plain, therefore, that this Law 15 
equally whimſical and pernicious. 


Pſam- 
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Pſammetichus, when he eſtabliſh'd 
it, ſuffer d his Eyes to be dazzled by 
the falſe Glare which it ſtrikes the Mind 
with at the firſt View; and tho' ir 
has ſubſiſted in Egypt for many Ages, 
it was never ſo much as once put in 
Execution. Yet how many Services 
and Favours have ſuffer d Oblivion 
| there all the while from Ingraticude! 


But to make you amends for ſuch 

| a Law, I will take Care to eſtabliſh 

another, which the Writer of my 

| Travels will, undoubtedly, not fail to 
inſert in his learned Collection. 


After the Example of the Kings 
of Egypt *, I will make an Order, 
that every Morning, when I have 
offer d up my Prayers in the Temple, 

a High Prieſt ſhall come and reproach 
me before the whole Court in a long 
Harangue, wich Faults which his own 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 192. 
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Imagination, or his Ignorance of Af. 
fairs, will not fail to magnify : Theſe 
ſhall he paint with the mot lively 
Colours that his Eloquence can in- 
vent, taking Care to ſoften the Picture 

a courteous Inſinuation, that he 


believes I only fell into them thro 


Weakneſs, and an implicit Regard to 
the evil Counſels you gave me: Then 
will his Reſentment break out againſt 
vou, and, to crown his Harangue, 
he'll load the wicked Miniſter who 


governs me, with Imprecations. But 


fear nothing; thoſe vehement Invec- 


tives will be of the greateſt Service to 
us in the World, and only tend to 
make us the more dear to the People, 
who will make it a Law to themſelves, 
bitterly to bewail thoſe Men after 
their Death, who were repreſented to 
them, when living, as unworthy 
their Eſteem and Affection. 
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[ am very much obliged to you, 
reply d Araſpes, for the Amends you 
make me; but, thanks to the Gods, 
[ can very well make a Shift without 
ſuch Equivalent. As for perſuading 
your Court and Subjects that I only 
am to blame for all the falſe Steps you 


have taken, I want no High Prieſt 


to come with great Ceremony, and 
to pronounce me guilty of them ac- 


| cording to the Law ; for the Publick 


are already but too apt, without the 
Intervention of the Laws, to acquit 
their Sovereigns, and condemn their 
Miniſters. Beſides, if we were upon 
a Par; — but hold, I was perhaps 
going to ſay too much. No, believe 
me, Sir, ſince you are for adopting 
ſome of the Laws of Egypt, take that 
which orders the Proſecution of the 
Dead Xx. Tis a very diverting one; 
by it we come at a thorow Know- 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 177. 
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ledge of the Living; we diſcover a 
thouſand little Memoirs of Secret 
Hiſtory, that are very curious and 
entertaining; and, after having di. 
verted ourſelves in the Courſe of the 
Trial, we paſs a Sentence without 
Reluctance on the Convict, when 
we fee him not afraid of the Conſe- 
quences. If you do but eſtabliſh thi 
Cuſtom, added he, I beſpeak the Ex- 
erciſe of that Judicature for myſelf, 
excluſive of all your other Miniſters, 
This will give me Pleaſure, after the 
Fatigue of all my other Functions 
And then, God knows how much! 
{hall be fear'd and courted by a world 
of Families, whoſe Secrets will be in 


my keeping. 


There's but one Difficulty that 
hinders me, ſaid the Prince. How 
ſhall we do after a Battle > The 
Enemy will eſcape, and we ſhall lok 
all the Fruits of the Victory, while 
we are taken up with our Inquiries. 

Ne ver 
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Never fear that, reply d Araſpes, 
we will then diſpatch Affairs, as your 
Judges diſpatch them, when the Time 
draws near in which you permit them 
to take ſome Months Reſpite. We'll 
try all the Slain at once, and judge 
them by the Lump. The Soldiers 
kill'd in your Service, will always be 
the honeſteſt Fellows in the World, 
and your Enemies will be Wretches 
worthy of a worſe Fate than what 
they have juſt undergone. 


According to your Way of Talking, 
ſaid Cyrus, I fancy you would allo 
adviſe me to order, that the Wives 
throughout my Dominions may be 
in common, as they are in Sparta. 


Why not, reply d Hraſpes? you 


cannot think how it would ſhorten 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 218, &c. 
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our Uncaſineſs, Care, and Trouble, 
could but a Way be found out to in- 
troduce this happy Complaiſance, and 
could it once be receiv'd, that Women 


mere the Property of the State, more 
than of their Husbands *. 


So that at this Rate, added Cyrus, 
all 4fa muſt be but one Family F, 
in which, properly ſpeaking, there 
would be neither Father, nor Mother, 
nor Children, nor Friendihip, nor Care, | 
nor Tenderneſs, nor Dependance, among 
the particular Members, but the State 
would ſupply the Place of All. In 
order therefore to reduce this conve- 
nient Syſtem into Practice, begin firſt 
of all, for a good Example ; gene- 


rouſly to lend thy Wife to 


No; by your leave, Sir, Araſpes 
bluntly reply'd, I don't pretend to 


Ihe Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 219. 
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any Generoſity in that Article. I 
have a Taſte altogether the ſame with 
the Niggard and the Cit; I am for 
keeping a Wife to my felt alone; I 
find too that I have a Spirit mean 
enough to be fond of Children, and that 
can t live without the Cares and Un- 
eaſineſſes of a Family. I am ſome- 
times aſham'd ont, but endeavour to 
make myſelf eaſy by conſidering what 
Numbers there are of the ſame Kid- 
ney ; and then I am too far advanc'd 
in Years to reform. 


You are in the right, ſaid Cyrrs; 
The Heart of Man is form'd for At- 
tachment to Views leſs abſtracted, and 
more confin d than a Stare, a Repub- 
lick, &c. and thoſe looſe and general 
Engagements which tend to the va- 


cating of all particular ones, are Chi- 


meras which human Nature is not 
capable of admitting. The prevailing 
Byaſs of Man, and that which is moſt 
difficult for him to ſhake off, is the 
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Principle of Property ; and a Taſte for 
particular Unions, is too univerſal, and 
too deeply rooted in our Hearts, not 
to be a Law of Nature. 


I conceive that a handful of Men 
may form a ſeparate Syſtem to them- 
ſelves, and for a while purſue it ; 
but the Multitude will always aban- 
don them, to adhere to the Syſtem 
of Nature. They who moſt affe& 
Singularity, are compell'd at laſt to 
recede from it. Nature, in ſpight of 
Oppolition, inſenſibly recovers her 
Prerogatives, and we ſhall fee Lace- 


demon, ſooner or later, depart from 


odd Cuſtoms, and reſume the com- 
mon Track. 


Really it would be in vain for hu- 
man Laws to multiply the Objects 
of our Love. They have no Power 
over the Heart ; and, as at the ſame 
Time they could not make a pro- 
portionable Addition to that Stock of 
| Ten- 
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Tenderneſs of which we are capable, 
inſtead of the moſt univerſal Com- 
munity in the Article of Wives, we 
ſhould find thoſe particular Engage- 
ments, thoſe ſweet Unions which ſo 
powerfully attract the Heart of Man, 
would revive every Day, in Defiance 
of the Laws. But what Jealouſies! 
what Troubles, Strife, and Violence, 
would not Exceptions of this Kind 
occaſion? The Reſervedneſs of Wives 
would then be as pernicious to Society, 
as their Incontinency may be at this 
Time; and the Inconveniencies which 
you would propoſe to avoid, are not 
comparable to the fatal Conſequences 
of your monſtrous Syſtem; not to 
mention the Care of Children, Subor- 
dination, Mc. nor a thouſand other 


Ties of Society, which would, b 


that means, be made void —— 


Suffer me, Sir, ſaid Araſpes, to 
interrupt you: I never heard you 


talk ſo profoundly and eloquently be- 


fore; 
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with which you argue, fatigues you. 
Beſides, you really ſpend yourſelf to 
no Purpoſe. Do you think me ſo 
bereft of good Senſe, not to perceive 
the Extra vagance of the Lacedæno- 
nian Laws? 


No, reply'd Cyrus; but as this 
Subject fell in the Way of our Con- 
verſation, I was very glad to tell you 
what I thought of it, and to bring 
more than one Example to confirm 
what I advanced Yeſterday, that the 
Knowledge I had acquir'd in my Tra- 
vels, was of no Service to me for 
governing the People, and rendering 


them happy. 
Oh! but, ſaid Araſpes, you will 


pleaſe to except what you learnt 
at Tyre, in the Article of Commerce. 


G mand woo: a ..moc 


And what Uſe could I make of it, 
reply'd Cyrus, for Perſia? Beſides, 


you 
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you very well know that J have no 


Taſte for Trade, and that I never had 


a Mercantile Soul. 


don't know it, reply d Araſpes; for 
when I ſaw the Eagerneſs with which 
you put Queſtions to Ecnibal &, and 
how attentively you liſtened to him, I 
imagined that you had a mighty Mind 
to enrich yourſelf by that Method 
which you would take to, ſooner, or 
later, when you were tired of the 
Wars which have ſince employ'd 


you. 


Could I, ſaid Cyrus, behave other- 
wiſe? You are very ſenſible that the 
only Way to profit by Converſation, 
1s ro talk with People upon what they 
know, or what concerns them, and 
ſometimes both together. I was with 
aKing ; but ſuch a King as was little 


more than a Merchant who had fail'd, 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 79, 80. 
and 
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and was ſet up again: What could! 


do better, in Acknowledgment of the 
civil Entertainment he — me, than 
to talk with him about his Commerce, 


and to ſeem delighted with the Leſſons 


which he read me on that Subject: 
And I could the leſs excuſe myſelf 
from that Piece of Complaiſance, be- 
cauſe the honeſt Prince ſeemed, to 
me, exceſſively fond of being reckon'd 


profoundly skill'd in the Affair. 


Indeed, ſaid Araſpes, I never met 
with a Man fo vain, or that could 
romance with ſo much Impudence, 
for his own Advantage. He aſcended 
the Tyrian Throne much about the 
Time that we were in Arabia with 
Amenophis: For the honeſt Hermit 
did not then know * what was be- 
come of his Friend, and was not in- 
form'd of it till after our Departure, 
by an Expreſs F which the grateful 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 153. 
+ Ibid. Vol. II. p. 72. | 
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Prince took care to ſend to him as 
ſoon as he came to the Throne. 
Now we had ſcarce ſpent a Year in 
our Travels to Egypt and Greece. 
Therefore Ecnibal had been King of 
Tyre but about that Space of Time, 
when we arrived from Greece, in 
- W Phenicia; and, moreover, half of 
to FF this Year ought to be placed to the 
d WF Account of the Journey he made 
to Arabia, + in Queſt of Amenophis, 
and afterwards to Babylon, to do 
Homage for his Crown to Nebuchad- 
nezzar. Yer, to hear him talk, * 
one would have taken him for a 
Prince of conſummate Experience in 
Affairs, and that had reign'd twenty 
Years at leaſt. That * . Con- 
courſe of Foreign Veſſels, the Fleets, 
Warehouſes, Manufactures, F all the 
Splendor of Tyre, its Wealth and 
Power were owing to his Credit and 


+ The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 73. 
* Tbid. p. 79, 80, &c. 
+ Ibid. p. 83. 
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Management; the Work, in ſhort of 
a Prince whoſe Name and Acceſſion 
to the Crown, were ſcarce yet known 
Abroad, and who had hitherto given 
but ſmall Hopes at Home of a happy 
Government. When Perſons aim at 
the Reputation of a Merit which 
they have not, there is, at leaſt, a 
Neceſſity of keeping up a Probability 
in the Qualifications which they pre- 
tend to. 


As to good Qualities, ſaid Cyrus 
he did not want them. He was a 


Man of Senſe, and very well versd 


in the Intereſts of his Kingdom. No- 
thing could be better conceiv'd, than 
what he told us of the Methods for 
re-eſtabliſhing and reviving Com- 
merce. 


How ! Sir, cry'd Araſpes. You have 


never hear d then, that all that fine Diſ- 


courſe was only a Leſſon which Ecnibal 
had learnt by Heart, and which he 
rehearſed 
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rchearſed to all Foreigners that came 
to ſee him. 


I perceive by this Paſſage, ſaid 
Cyrus, that Ill-nature for which you 
have been ſo often reproached. 


Sir, reply'd Araſpes, before the 
Day is over, you will do me more 
Juſtice. While we were at Tyre, a 
Book fell into my Hands, intitled, 
The Adventures of Telemachus, 
where I met * with that fine Diſcourſe 
almoſt Word for Word, which did 
Eenibal ſo much Honour in your 
Eſteem ; and I long till we are at 
Babylon, in order to convince you 
that my Cenſure is far from unjuſt, 


After having alittle better conſider d 


of the Matter, ſaid Cyrus, I begin to 


believe you. Indeed I remember to 


* The Adventures of Telemachus, Tom. 1. 
I. 3. and 8. 


have 
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have read ſomething like it in Tele. 
machus. When all is ſaid and done 
it was ſcarce natural for a Prince who 
was brought up in Ignorance of hi 
Parents, and who had ſpent the Life 
of a Vagabond, or a Soldier, ſhould 
be able, in leſs than a Year, to know 
ſo much, and talk fo well, of all the 
Laws of Commerce, of the Intereſt; 
of the different States, and wiſe enough 
to read political Lectures to me, who 


had been thirty Years forming, with 


ſo much Care, for the great Art of 
Governing, and to give Me, as to the 
Method of governing Perſia in par- 
ticular, New Notions and Maxin, 
which I had not met with in other 
Countries X. 


With the Help of a good Book, 
ſuch as Telemachus, ſaid Araſpes, one 
makes a great Progreſs in a little 
Time. 


* Adventures of Telem. Tom. 1. p. 100. 
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| Aﬀeer all, reply d Cyrus, as much 
| as I have been impos'd on, I do not 
repent my Complaiſance, which, if 
did not owe to the Perſon that ſpoke 
to me, was at leaſt due to the Things 
that were told me. 


Oh! As for Complaiſance, I never 
faw ſo much of it in you, as in that 
Journey, ſaid Araſpes: Witneſs what 
happen d to us with Amenophis. 


What happen d to us when with 
him, ſaid the Prince? 


How could you forget it, Sir, ſaid 
Araſpes? I remember it well, and 
will now revive it to your Memory. 


When we landed at Tyre, who 
ſhould we meet upon the Mole, & but 
that honeſt Man Amenophis, who, 


* 'Trayels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 65. 
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probably, weary of Solitude, wa 
come thither to give a little Relaxa- 
tion to his Mind. To fee the Figun 
that he made, and to conſider his Oc- 
cupation, I ſhould never have take 
him for a great Philoſopher, and fo 
a Perſon of the greateſt Power and 
Eſteem in Tyre. He was not to be 
diſtinguiſhed from the Croud, and he 
ſrem' to give Attention to the fame 
Affairs that draw Numbers of th: 
Populace to the Keys of Babylon, 
where ſometimes we ſaw them car- 
neſtly gazing at the Furrows which : 
Hay- boat cuts in the Euphrates. We 
preſently knew one another, and, 
after many Embraces, inſtead of ac- 
companying us to our Lodging, or 
offering us one, Amenophis carry dus 
abruptly a League from thence into 
the open Country, * where, as we 


Hiſtory of his Travels from Arabi 


* 'Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 66. 
t9 


th 
3% 
, 
* 
FS. - 
4 
4 
14 
1 
1 
A 


Ct Fe ans 


_m_ | 


18 
* 
. 

4 
70 
4x 
I} 
'% 
7 
4 
* 
F 
be 


YL 
. 
* 
K 
. 
= 
4 
6 
4 
5 
Y 
4 
Eo 
2 
% 
I 


Ev 'n. III. New CYR OPEDIA 


ro Phenicia, which he might as well 
have told us at his own Lodgings. 
We were fatigued with a long Voyage 
by Sea; it was very cold Weather, 
and we wanted Nouriſhment and 
Reſt; from thence judge what a Paſ- 
ſion I was in with him; yet I cannot 
tell which of the two gave me moſt 
Uneaſineſs, his Indiſcretion, or your 
Complaiſance to requite it, and the 
Calmneſs with which, when we were 
in ſuch a ſad Plight, you gave Ear to 
his - tedious Tale. I was tempted 
twenty times to interrupt him in the 
Middle of it, and to affront him; 
which I had certainly done, but for 
the Reſpect I ow d to you. I held my 
Tongue to the laſt ; bur, Sir, you 
will grant, that it requir d even more 
Complaiſance than you had for the 


King of Tyre, to bear ſuch Treatment. 


I remember it now, ſaid Cyrus; 


"Tis true that the good Man did forget 


himſelf very much upon chis Occaſion. 


I 2 = 
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This =; wn Carriage did not favor 
of the Courtier ; but with him the 
Courtier was eclipſed by the Hermit. 


But muſt a Man be a Courtier, 
ſaid Araſpes ? or, muſt he needs 
know the World, to avoid ſuch an 
Impropriety ? Does not common Senſe 
dictate, that the firſt Thing we ſhould 
do to Strangers that come from a far 
Country, is to lodge them ? 


I believe, ſaid Cyrus, I can guels 
what made him act ſo. Amenophis 
had a Fault common to thoſe of his 
Age; that is, he was a little talkative: 
No doubt he was afraid, that if 
he had carry'd us directly to the 
King's Palace, where he propoſed to 
lodge us, he ſhould be interrupetd 
roo often in his Story, and not be 
at Leiſure to tell it after his own Way. 
This it was that, probably, induc d 
him to carry us ſo far off, to the ve- 


ry great Exerciſe of your Patience. 


Never- 


fa 
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| Nevertheleſs, all this I forgive him, 
| faid Araſpes, for the handſome Enter- 
tainment he gave us in Arabia. 


Philoſophers, ſaid Cyrus, know 
| ſometimes how to make their Friends 
welcome. 


Indeed, reply'd Araſþes, you are 
qualify d to * of 45 8 your 
own Knowledge. Your Journey to 
the Magi, muſt have inſtructed you 
on this Head: Yet I ſhall not be fo 
curious as to ask you what you think 
of their Laws: For, it I may judge, 
from your own Turn of Mind, and 
your whole Air, you did not find 
them greater Doctors, in this Kind, 
than your other Maſters. 


You have gueſs d right, ſaid Cyrus, 
and, unleſs I ſhould propoſe to ſtock 
Ala with ſpeculative Muſicians, & I 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 62. 
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could find nothing in the Laws of the 
Magi, proper to regulate the Manners 
of my Subjects. 


Take great Care, Sir, reply d 
Araſpes. Vour Empire is already 
too full of idle Fellows and Ballad. 
ſingers; And what, in the Name 
of Heaven | would you think «of 
increaſing the Number of them? 
But pray tell me, Sir, what I ought 
ro think of a Paſſage which your Hi 
ſtorian puts to the Account of the 
Magi? ls it true, that thoſe Philo- 
ſophers begin the Education X of their 
Children, before they are born? For 
my Part, I don't remember to have 
ever heard of ſuch a Practice; and, 
if it had been mention'd in my Com- 
pany, I am not a Man to forget ſo 


merry an Article. 


I dont underſtand you ſaid Cyrus. 


Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 63. _ 
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| 1 ask you, Sir, reply'd Araſpes, if 
it be true, that the Magi, while their 
| Wives are with Child, take Care to 
keep them always in Tranquillity, 
and a perpetual Chearfulneſs, by 
| ſweet and innocent Amuſements, to 

the End that, in the Mother's Womb, 
| the Fruit might receive none but 
agreeable Impreſſions. 


That's a very pretty Fancy, in my 
Opinion. Aramys was, no doubt, a 
Man of Gallantry. He had a Mind 
to make his Court to the Ladies by 
procuring them ſuch Tokens of Re- 
card and * from their Husbands, 
as they could not avoid paying them, 
after ſo unpolite a Claſs of People, 
as Philoſophers generally are, had ſet 


them an Example. 


Oh ! as to his being a Man of Gal- 
lantry,ſaid Araſþes, you certainly do him 
I 4 Wrong, 
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Wrong, for never Mortal had leſs of 
it. If you had read his Book, you 
would have found him the moſt cruel 
Man in Life to the Ladies. It ſeems 
he aim d to rid the World of the whole 
Sex, for it was as much as their Lives 
were worth, for any of the Heroines 
to appear in his Hiſtory. Mandana &, 
CafſandanaF, Selima t, die away at 
once, at a Time when ſuch ſudden 
Deaths were leaſt expected, and the 
Cauſe or Means thereof as little 
known.. He makes Phya || ſacrifice 
herſelf to ſecure that Crown to her 
Husband, which he had uſurp'd. The 
cruel Hand of a barbarous Husband, 
cuts off the Days of the tender and 
chaſte Meliſſa x X. Rhetea, only 
Rhetea, by a Sort of Miracle, eſcapes 
the Author's Indignation, tho' not 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 92. 
+ Ibid. Vol. I. p. 116. 

+ Ibid. p. 84. 

bid. p. 297. 

** Ibid. p. 245. 
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| Ev'x. III. New Crrorapia. 

till ſhe had been a long Time in the 
Agonies of Death F. After this, Sir, 
can you ſuſpect your Hiſtorian of 
| Gallantry ? 


No, reply d Cyrus, I am now of 


another Opinion. I ſee into his Drift. 
He had a Mind to be merry, at the 
Expence of thoſe poor Philoſophers, 
| who were my Subjects, as well as 
my firſt Maſters, which was Cauſe 
| more than enough to ſubject them to 


the Laſh of the Author of the Travels; 


and that's the only Reaſon that in- 
| ducd him to lay all the Childiſh 
Things he reports of them to their 
| Account. 


* 
You would be yet more fully con- 


| vincd of it, Sir, reply'd Araſpes, 


it you did but know what a Comick 


Actor he makes of Zoroaſter, that 
venerable Philoſopher, the Head of 


+ The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 44. 
the 
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A Supplement to the Ev'x. IV. 
the Magi, whoſe Sayings were all 


Maxims, and his Actions all Virtues, 


This ay aa [ ſay, does little more 
in this Hiſtory than proſtrating him- 
ſelf, like a Lover &, at the Feet of a 
Statue of his dear Selima, bathing it 
inceſſantly with his Tears, and giving 
you-a diſmal Account of his tender 
Amours with that Princeſs. 


It muſt be confels'd, ſaid Cyrus, that 
this Author did not want Wir, and 
never Man had the Art of burleſquing 


a great Character to the Degree that 
he had. 


As the Prince had ended theſe 
Words, the Officers came to acquaint 
him that the Hour fixed for their Re- 
turn was already expired. There 
was not a Cloud to be ſeen at that 
Time in the Horizon, while the 


Moon's bright Luſtre made ſome Sort 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 66. 
C 
Oi 


MF Evx. III. Nw Crrorzpia. 
of Amends for the Abſence of the 
sun; and by the Light of that Lu- 
minary, which ſeem d as it were to 
| reſtore Day to Mortals, Cyrus quick 

return d to Babylon, where State Af- 
fairs hinder'd him for a while from 


ö vels. 


thinking of the Hiſtory of his Tra- 
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The Fouxrn EVENING's Converſation. 


FI RUS reſolvd one Day 
| to take the Air in the 
| neighbouring Plains of Ba- 

229 bylon ; and having order d 
his Retinue to go and wait for him 
at a Gate of the Garden of his Pa- 
lace, which open d to the Country, 


himſelf and Araſpes alone were on 
the 
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A Supplement to the Ev'x. IV. 
the Way thither, when a frighth| 
Cloud, driven by a Wind from the 
South, cover'd the Horizon with thic; 
Darkneſs. The Sun ſeem'd to hay 
bid adieu to the World, and its In. 
habitants had no Light to diſcern one 
another, but the dreadful Glimmer of 
a thouſand redoubled Flaſhes of Light- 
ning. The Sky, all in a Flame 
threatned the Earth with an immediate 
Conflagration. Terrible Thunder 
roar'd in the Air, and its Bolts, which 
were darted at ſeveral Parts of Ha. 
bylon, made the trembling Cirizens 
believe the World was at an End. 
Beſides, a prodigious Storm of Hail 
increaſed their Terrors, and extend- 
ed its Ravages into the adjacent 


Country. 
Cyrus had but juſt Time to ſhelte 


himſelf in a Pavilion, at one End of 
the Garden, which had been built 
ſince his Conqueſt, and was of ex- 


quilite Architecture. The _ 
0 


— 
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of it, which admitted the Light on 
all Sides, was ſupported by fout 
great Pilaſters, and the Whole ſhone 


with Gold, Marble, and Azure. The 


Roof, which was of Moſaic Painting, 
diſplay d the Virtues of Cyrus in va- 
rious Symbols. The Buſts of the 
Kings of Perſia and Media, placed 


oppolite to one another, adorn'd the 


| Bottom, and the middle Part was 


full of Pictures, in which the moſt 
ilful Painters of the Eaſt had ſhew'd 
an Emulation, who ſhould moſt hap- 


pily deſcribe the principal Events of 
the Life of Cyrus. 


In one Piece, the little Prince, as 
yet a Child, train d up among a 


Company of young Shepherds, ap- 


pears with a noble and majeſtick Air, 


which diftinguiſhes him from his 


Companions. He ſeems to be pre- 
ſcribing Laws to them, and to be 
inſtructing the giddy untaught Youths 
to pay Reſpect to that Authority, 
which 
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A Supplement to the E'. IV. 


which the exalted Sentiments, and 
great Talents of Heroes, challenge 
over thoſe with whom Fortune ſome- 
times takes a Pleaſure to confound 
them. 


In another, Cyrus is ſhewing the 
Exerciſes of Mars, to the valiant 
Perſian, as yet unacquainted with 
the Diſcipline of War. Batallions 
and 1 ſeem to be flying in 
an Inſtant from one End of the Field 
to the other, with the ſame Rapidity 
as the Bird of Jupiter cleaves the 
Air, or as an Arrow out of a Bow, 
that is bent by the nervous Arm of 
a Parthian. The Prince ſtands im- 
moveable, giving his Orders, and by 
his Geſture animates and regulates 
their Evolutions. His mettleſome 
Courſer, enraged to be conſtrain'd, 
champs the Bit, ſnorts and fumes at 
the Noſtrils, throws Clods of Foam 


all about him, tears up the Ground 
With 
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| with his Heels, and raiſes a Cloud of 
* Duſt round his Maſter like a Whirl- 


wind. 


Alt a farther Diſtance, Cyrus ap- 
| pears in the Plains of Paſagardis, 
ſpreading Terror and Deſtruction 
among the Batallions of the Medes. 
His Arms dy d with Blood, his ſurly 
Brow, his ſparkling Eyes, his fiery 
Countenance, his formidable Sword, 
lifted up ready to ſtrike the mortal 
Blow, chill the very Blood in the 
Veins of the moſt daring Hearts. In 
ſhort, the God Mars himſelf, when 
he glutted his Rage with Blood and 
Slaughter in the Fields of Thrace, did 
not appear ſo fierce and terrible. The 
affrighted Mede flies every where be- 
fore him, as the Shepherds and their 
Flocks, in the Plains of Africa, run 1 
at the Sight of the roaring Lyon, that A 
comes down from the Hills for its 1 
Prey. 
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On one Side of this Picture, the 
ſame Cyrus, now become another 
Creature, flies to meet Aſtyages, whom 
they are bringing to him a Priſoner, 
Such is the tender Affection and 
compaſſionate Goodneſs of the victo- 
rious Prince, that with one Hand he 
places on his Grandfather's Head the 
Crown which the Medes had loſt by 
the Fortune of War, while with the 
other he breaks the Chains, with 
which the unrelenting Soldier had 
preſum d to bind the vanquiſhd 


Monarch. 


The other End of the Pavilion 


ſhews mad Belſhazzar, at a Table 


with his Courtiers, abandon'd, with- 
out any Fear or Thought, to all the 
Exceſſes of Debauchery. Intemperate 
Joy, an effeminate Senſuality, an un- 
bridled Licentiouſneſs, a brutiſh Im- 
piety, are manifeſt in the Countc- 


nances of the Gueſts, when a fatal 
Hand 


T'N. IV. New CY ROPE DIA. 
Hand comes to put an End to their 


Riot, and to write the Sentence of 


their Deſtruction upon the Wall. 


In the next Piece beyond that, Eu- 
pbrates, in Obedience to the Will of 
Cyrus, quits its old Channel, and 
runs into the new one dug by the in- 
defatigable Perſians. The vigilant 
Cyrus, at the Head of a choſen Body 
of his Troops, makes an Advantage of 
this Incident, and of the ſtup'd Indo- 
lence of the 4ſſyr:zans, while Babylon 
s aſtoniſh d to find the Euphrates 
gone, and its Place ſupply'd by a 
Flood of Enemies, which enter within 
ts Walls, and bring this ſtately City 
for ever under their Subjection. 


Oppoſite to this, Cyrus ſits upon 
a Throne, dictating Decrees. A 
whole Nation of Captives ſtand round 
him, but he only gives the Word, 
and their Fetters inſtantly ſeem to 
drop off of themſelves. The firſt 

K 3 Moments 
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Moments of their Liberty are devoted 
to the Expreſſions of Gratitude to 
their Deliverer, the Tranſports of 
which the Painter has happily ex- 
preſſed in their Attitude, Air, and the 
various Motions which they ſeem to 


make. 


In another Place, Cyrus is repre- 
ſented as offering a Sacrifice to the 
immortal God, and the Perſian, the 
Mede, and the Aſſyrian, over- againſt 
him, vowing eternal Friendſhip ac the 
fame Altar. PEACH, that Daughter 
of Heaven, deſcends to the Altar from 
the Empyræum in a Silver Cloud, and, 
with a Lace of Gold and Silk, joins 
the Hands of the new Allies together, 
and, by double Knots, forms Tic 
for uniting thoſe Nations for ever un- 
der one and the ſame Empire. Re- 
ligion, with her Hands full of In- 
cenſe ; Themis, weighing the Claim 
of Men, and the Prerogatives of the 
Gods, in her Balance; Plenty, A 
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her Head crown d with Flowers and 
Fruits; and tranquil Security, with its 
Eyes ſhut, encompaſs the Altars; 
and round them appear Figures of 
wanton Smiles and Frolicks, the Graces 
and Pleaſures, with a numerous Com- 
pany of Nymphs and young Shep- 
nerds, dancing in a Circle to the Sound 
of Hautboys. 


Theſe Paintings were, for moſt Part, 
but juſt finiſh'd, and Cyrus had not 
yet ſeen them in their Perfection. But 
his Attention was immediately en- 
groſſed by ſomething more worthy 
of his Contemplation, than the Plea- 
ſure of examining Pictures. 


At one End of the Pavilion was a 
Balcony, with a Proſpect over all the 
Country. Thither went Cyrus and 
his Favourite ; and from thence they 
with Pity beheld the Damage done 
by the late Tempeſt. A x ber 


Torrents, from the neighbouring 
K 3 Hills, 
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Hills, had drown'd the Plain, and 
in the Fall waſhed away rich Crops 
of Corn, Trees, Cattle, Shepherds, 
and Cottages. All the flat Country 
was but one vaſt Sea, reſembling the 
Ocean, after being troubled by the 
furious North-Wind, when the diſ- 
mal Effects of its Rage are ſeen in 
Shipwrecks; when, beſides the Maſts, 
the Cordage, the Benches of the 
Rowers, and the Heaps of Riche 
brought in vain from the remoteſ 
Parts of the World, we ſee the Jivid 
Bodies of the covetous Merchant, and 
the bold Mariner, floating on the 


Water, ſad Victims of ſenſeleſs Avi- 


rice. Cyrus ſhew d, by a thoughttul 
Silence, how much he was afflicted at 
this diſaſtrous Scene; and then look- 
ing with a ſorrowful Eye upon his 
Favourite, he cry d, Araſpes, What 
Numbers of People has Heaven this 
Day rendered miſerable ! 


Very 


- 
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Very true, Sir, reply d Araſpes, but 
tis a Comfort both to them and you, 
that you are in a Condition, as it were, 
to diſpute the Matter with Heaven it- 
ſelf, and to make more People happy, 
than it has this Day made unhappy. 


You know what I would have 
done in this Caſe, reply d Cyrus, there- 
fore take care to conform to my In- 
clinations. Set my Treaſures open 
To-morrow Morning to the poor 
Husbandman, and ler him be made 
Amends for the Loſs which he has 
this Day ſuſtain d. The Miniſter aſ- 
tured his Maſter of a punctual Obe- 
dience ; and, in order to take off his 


Attention from ſo many Objects, 


which muſt naturally give Uneaſineſs 
to a Man of ſuch. Bowels as Cyrus, he 
talk d to him concerning the Pictures 
which adorn'd the Pavilion, and en- 
gaged him inſenſibly to draw near 


and view them. 
K 4 The 
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The Prince attentively ſurvey d 


them a long Time; and becauſe he 


continu'd ſilent, Araſpes, to divert 
him a little, ſaid to him, Sir, Theſe 
Paintings ſurely were not done from 
any Deſign drawn by Aramps. 


No, anſwerd the Prince with a 
Smile, if they had, I ſhould not 
have been altogether ſo much flattered, 


Rather, Sir, reply'd Araſpes, ſay 
that your great Actions would not 


have been ſo faithfully repreſented. 
It ſhall be which Way you pleaſe, 


ſaid Cyrus; But know that I am now 
in a Condition to talk with you con- 
cerning that Book from my own 
Knowledge. I have it actually about 
me. I have ſtole Time from my other 
Affairs to read it, and I ſee perfedtly 


how far Aramys has been able to 


make me ridiculous, But then it 
mult 
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muſt be own d that he makes himſelf 
equally ſo: If my Behaviour is 
ſometimes ſenſeleſs, his Book, in truth, 
is hardly juſtifiable ; and I can't 
conceive why ſome of our Perſians 
have not thought fit to expoſe the 
Faults of it. 


Sir, ſaid Araſpes, the Reaſon of it 
15 very natural. At that Time the 
Perſians were thinking how to re- 
venge you by other Means than thoſe 
of Criticiſm ; and then you well know 
that you alone had all the Knowledge 
in the Nation; for the Perſians 
were not yet arrived to thoſe Diſ- 
coveries which poliſh the Manners 
and the Underſtanding, And to 
your Honour be it ſpoke, all you A 
meant by the Pains you took to 4 
ſtock your Mind with that Heap of 0 


unprofitable Learning, was to ſupply y 
the Ignorance of your Subjects, even f. 
in ſuch Articles as were moſt neceſſary. 1 
And as it had been indecent for ſuch 4 


a Prince 4 
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a Prince as you to anſwer ſuch z 


Libel as the Hiſtory of your Travel, 
all Perſia muſt neceſſarily be ſilent, 
with reſpect to this Book. Tis true, 
that the Wits of Aſyria, where the Piece 
was written, labour d to make us A- 
mends. Every-Body knows what 1 
Power Emulation has over Gentlemen 
of the ſame Craft; and a Succeſs 
far inferior to that which Aramyss 
Book had at firſt among the Publick, 
would neceſſarily have rais d their Envy. 
So you would have been ſufficiently 
reveng d, if they had been permitted 
to have taken it to Task; but the 
Hiſtory of your Travels had the good 
Luck to pleaſe at Court. The Ma- 
giſtrates undertook to protect it; Si- 
lence was impoſed upon the Cenſurets; 
and, as a further Favour, which never 
Author had obtain d before Aramys, 
publick Authority prohibited the find- 
ing Fault with a Book which ſo many 
People were concern d to blame. 


You 
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Vou give me a great Notion, ſaid 
Cyrus, of Aramys's Policy, and 1 
think he ſhew'd greater Abilities in 
the Management he made uſe of at 
frſt ro ſecure himſelf from Criticiſm, 
than 1n his manner of writing the 


Hiſtory of my Travels. 


Aramys, reply'd Araſpes, was, as 
have been told, enterprizing, ſup- 
ple, inſinuating, wheedling, and a 
Perſon of gay Converſation. Tis 
true that, leſt Company ſhould ſuffer 
by it, they were obliged to preſcribe 
Bounds to his merry Way of talking, 
which ſometimes degenerated into in- 
fipid Banter. 


With Talents ſo ſpecify d, faid 
Cyrus, I don't wonder that he had 
the Cunning to get fo many great 
Men to be Adyocates for his Perſon 


and Book. 
The 
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The great Men, reply'd Araſpes, 
were not his only Friends ; you know 
how much the 4ſſyrians pique them- 
ſelves upon Politeneſs to Strangers, 
Heretofore it only extended to their 
Perſons; but the modern Aſſyrian; 
intended, no doubt, to be even more 
complaiſant than their Fore-fathers, and 
to ſhew their good Manners even to 
che Writings ofa foreign Pen : Which, 
in their Dialect, is called the doing of 
Things with a good Grace. 


As they were upon this Subject, 
Cyrus, being weary, fate down hard 
by a Table of Agat, upon which 
were ſeveral Pictures in Miniature, 
that the Greek Colonies of Aſia Minor 
had lately ſent as a Preſent to Cyrus. 
They were all of a noble Deſign, and 
the Subjects borrow'd from the Greek 
Fables, ſuch as Andromeda chain d 
to a Rock; proud Mobe, indiſcreet 


 Hattus, and inexorable Anaxerete, 


meta- 
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metamorphos d into Stones: But the 
pictures which moſt of all engroſſed 
the Attention of Cyrus, was that of 
Ariadne, left alone in a Deſert Iſland. 
She was ſtanding upon the Summit 
of a cragged Rock; her Hairs, which 
ſhone like the Stars, diſhevell'd; her 
Hands lifted up to Heaven; her Face 
bathed with Tears ; her lovely Eyes 
looking wiſhfully after a Veſſel juſt 
ready to diſappear, and cutting the 
Waves with Fury, to get out of her 
Sight; her Mouth half open, ſeeming 
to reproach the perfidious T heſers for 
his baſe Treachery, Ingratitude, and 
barbarous Cruelty, with all the To- 
kens of the Deſpair of that diſconſo- 
folate Princeſs. 


Cyrus, after having ſpent a long 


Time in admiring the Delicacy of the 
Miniatures, and extolling the curious 
Taſte, and fine Art of the Greeks, ſaid 
to Araſpes, Have you taken Notice of 
one particular Circumſtance which | 

obſerve 
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obſerve in theſe Figures? A Stone, or 
a Rock, is every where, almoſt, the 
principal Proſpect of them. Thoſe 


Fellows had an unaccountable Attach- 


ment to Stones: They ſeem to have 
been form'd in the ſame School as 
Aramys ; who, when his great Men 
have any important Matter to relate, 
generally places them in the Cave, 
or on the Summit of ſome barren 


Rock. 
Probably, ſaid Araſpes, with a 


Smile, thoſe Painters were naturally 
hard- hearted, and delighted in dra w- 
ing ſuch Proſpects always, as were Re- 
preſentations of their own Inſenſibility. 
As to Aramys, continued he, you 


have a particular Reaſon to pardon 


him for his Rocks, becauſe he was a 
Native of Caledonia, a barren moun- 
tainous Region; for which Cauſe he 
rook Care to quit it betimes, and to 
come and inhabit Countries more in- 


viting and agreeable. But tho' he 
left 


Ev'N. IV. New CY RO PR DIA. 


| left his native Soil, how could he 
avoid the retaining, at leaſt, in ma- 
ny Articles, its Taſte and Genius? In 
Caledonia, tis like, Rocks are the 
moſt uſual Places of polite Converſa- 
tion; and it was natural for an Author 
that had been train'd up in his Youth 
among Gentlemen of Wit and Breed- 
ing, who were us'd to ſuch Places of 
Rendezvous, to chuſe the ſame The- 
atre for the Narrations he intended to 
put into his Book. | 


What! cry'd Cyrus, was Aramys 
a Caledonian ? How came he then to 
ſpeak the Language of the Aſſyrians 
with ſuch a Grace? Not, ſaid he, 
but I have found ſome Faults in h8 
Book, that are contrary to the Purity 
of Diction. As he is giving a De- 
ſcription of the Port of Tyre, he ſays, 
That & an Iſland ſtretches itſelf in 
form of a Creſcent, to incloſe a Bay. 


* 'The Travels of Cyrus, Vol, II. p. 63. 
This 
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1 4 A Supplement to the Ev'x. IV. 
This is very near the ſame thing, as 


if I ſhould ſay, That the new Mooy 
extends its Horns to embrace its Creſ- 
cent; for an Iſland which ſtretches it- 
ſelf in form of a Creſcent, does not 
zncloſe a Bay, but forms it. The 
Aſſyrian Phraſe is to break Silence: 
Bur, I believe, no Language has it 
as Aramys words it; F They went 
out of the Temple not to interrupt 
Silence. I know not the Meaning 
of the Object of the Heavens, which 
he talks of ſomewhere, || in order 10 
hide from the Eye, all the Objetis 
abroad, except that of the Heavens. 
Aramys meant to ſay, probably, 
Jo let no other Objects be ſeen but the 
Heavens. Aramys ſays, ſpeaking of 
me, + Cyrus uſually confeſſed his 
. Faults he reſolved to corrett 
himſelf —— Immediately after theſe W w 
Terms, comes a nevertheleſs, which WW de 


+ Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 8. 


| Ibid. P- 4. [ | 
4 Ibid. Vol. I. p. 20. 
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repares the Reader to hear ſome other 
Fly Thing of me, norwithſtanding all 
| my good Intention; bur far from it, the 
Reader is very much ſurprized to ſee 
that this nevertheleſs is only prefix d to 
make me give a notable Proof of my 
Genius and Courage. 


In Truth, Sir, cry'd Araſpes, there 
no holding out any longer; you 
there diſplay a Talent which I did 
not know you was poſſeſsd of. You 
are a Grammarian, and, what is worſe, 
a Puriſt. Alas! for the Time to 
come, I ſhall be obliged either to 
ſhun you, or no longer to interrupt 
Silence before you. I ſhall be very 
fearful of ſeeing ſome inadvertent 
Expreſſion of mine ridicul'd. I 
thought all along, that a Man talk'd 
well if he did but make himſelf un- 
derſtood. 


Leave off bantering me, ſaid Cyrus: 
have been made to learn ſo many 
L unne- 
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unneceſſary Things, of which I am 
never like to make any uſe, that! 
muſt have Leave, for once, at leaſt, 
to argue the Caſe, After having ſo 
often talk'd of Theology and natural 
Philoſophy before you with Indul. 

ence, would it not be unhandſome 
bc you to hinder me now, which is 
the firſt, and will, perhaps, be the 
laſt Time of my Life, from making 
a Diſplay of what I have learnt in the 
Point of Grammar. You know, too, 
how far I am from being difficult as 
to the Style of Converſation. I bear 
with every thing a Man fays, if 
it be not finical and pedantic ; but! 
have not altogether that Complaiſance 


for what a Man writes. 


What pity tis, reply'd Araſpes, 
chat Aramys 1s not in the World to 
have the Benefit of ſuch a Diſpoſition? 
It was, they fay, a miſerable Thing 
to hear him talk. He was ſlow of 
Speech, and uncorrect in his 9 
jon. 
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fon. He affected, as they 5 a 


Sort of Jargon that was very ridicu- 
lous, to ſhew, perhaps, how many 
Difficulties ſuch a Stranger as he had 
to ſurmount, and what a Superiority 
of Genius he had need of to write fo 
elegantly as he did in the Sriac. 


Was he never ſo affected, ſaid 
Cyrus, I will own that Aramys was 
a Man of Senſe, and that he writes 
with that Eaſe and Correctneſs which 
1s not common to Foreigners. 


This ought to be no Surprize to 
you, Sir, ſaid Araſpes; he had an 
able Maſter : He was a long Time 
the Pupil of the famous Olennef X, that 
oreat Aſſyrian Prieſt. 


* Olennef is the 9 of Fenelon, as 
Aramys is the Anagram of Ramſay. 


L 2 What! 
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What! cry'd Cyrus, the elegant 
Author of The Adventures of Tele— 
machus, that favourite Book both of 
the Gods and of Men, and which! 
have read over ſo often, that I can 


already almoſt ſay it by Heart ! 


That very Perſon, Sir, anſwer'd 


 Araſpes. 


Alas! I am not ſurpriz d, faid 
Cyrus, to find him ſuch a Novice, 
eſpecially in all that relates to War. He 
knows enough on't for the Diſciple of 
a Prieſt, and Overſights of this Nature 
are pardonable in People of that 
Tribe. I always took the Writer of 
my Hiſtory for a Military Man, and 
therefore I could not imagine why 
he gave ſo imperfect and ſo improper 
an Account of a great Number of 
Warlike Events, the Particulars of 


which, well told, would have con- 
ſiderably 
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fiderably embelliſhed and diverſified 
his Hiſtory. 


Really, ſaid Araſpes, this has been 


the leaſt of his Care. It would have 


been ſomething very merry to ſee an 
Author giving us a pompous De- 
ſcription of your Battles and Victories 
over the Medes, and your other 
Enemies, in a Piece which he only 
wrote to run you down. Aramys 
had more Senſe than to run himſelf 
upon this Rock; and tis plain that 
the Silence he obſerves, and the 
Ignorance he diſcovers in this Matter, 
is all Affectation. This carried him 
directly to his Aim, and, by —y 


you always take wrong Meaſures, and 


act irregularly, he endeavour'd to 


run your Reputation. 


Nothing, ſaid Cyrus, can come up 


to all this: But the Medes, the 
Aſſyrians themſelves, in whoſe Favour 
Aramys wrote, are, if we may judge 
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of them by his Book, as well skill'd 
as I in the Art of War, and I ſhould 
be ſtrongly tempted to believe that 
the Author did not affect much Fi 
neſſe in the ſilly Actions of which he 
makes both Sides equally guilty. With 
an Army of Thirty-thouſand Men! 
march into a vaſt Plain *, to meet 


Aſtyages, whole Troops are twice 


more numerous than mine, and l 
don't form my Army till 1 am in 
fight, and within reach of the Enemy, 
This is not all, inſtead of taking up 
the moſt Ground that I could in this 
Plain, I draw up my Troops twelve 
cp By good Luck, I have to do 
with the moſt civil and the moſt 
obliging Enemy in the World, who, 
aſhamed to be out-done in this Ar- 
ticle, rather than be indebted to me 


en the Score of Civility, leaves me 


quietly at Liberty to draw up in 
Batallia before his Face. Far from 


* The Travel of Cyras, Vol. IL p. 119. 
raking 
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taking any Advantage of his Situation, 
and the Number of his Troops, to 
extend his own Army, and to incloſe 
mine, he genteely renounces all his 
Advantages, and, for fear of having 
a wider Front than mine, he draws up 
his Army thirty deep. That, Cyrus 
added with a bantering Smile, was 
playing upon the Square, without any 
Odds. As extravagant as this Pro- 
ceeding appears, yet this was the Diſ- 
poſition order d by me, who muſt 
always pals for a — in Aramys's 
Hiſtory. But as for Aſtyages and 
the Medes, Aramys never propoſed 
to dreſs them in Fools Coats. No; 
believe me, Araſpes, in vain would 
you look for a Myſtery in all this, 
for you would find no other Cauſe of 


it, but an Ignorance of all that re- 


lates to War, which is common to 
Men of Learning. Tis true, that 
Aramys's Maſter had the true Art of 
explaining Military Events, and of 
conducting them according to the 
Re Rules; 
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Rules; but tis reaſonable. that in this 
as well as in every Thing elſe, the 
Scholar ſhould always come far ſhon 
of the Maſter. It would be very well 
for Aramys, if he was not ul of 
Inconſiſtencies, even more unpardon- 
able than thoſe. 


Cyrus was going on, when he was 
interrupted by the Arrival of a Courier 
from * Frontiers of the Empire to- 
wards Scyt hia, to bring him the News 
of ſome Commotions in that Country, 
ſo that he was obliged to return with 
all Speed to the Palace, to diſpatch 
the neceſſary Orders, leaving the fur- 
ther Conſideration of Aramys's Book 
to another Opportunity. 
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ITRUS could not go abroad 
next Day; for as ſoon as 
it was Night, he was to 


hold a ſecond Council upon 
the Irruption of the Scythians, and 
the Means to ſtop their Progreſs, ſo 
that he had but juſt Leiſure to go 
for a Moment towards the Evening 

to 
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to take a Breathing in the famous 
Gardens of Semiramis, which are 
juſtly reckon d among the Wonders 
of the World. 8 

This Garden conſiſted of twenty 
Terraſſes, one above another. There 
was an immenſe Walk from one End 
to the other, which was cut by a 
thouſand more, whoſe ſeeming Irre- 
gularity was the Maſterpiece of An, 
and the Effect of a certain Symmetry, 
which was the more exquiſite, becauſe 
at firſt View it was not ſo perceptible, 
The Spaces between thoſe Walks were 
filled up with Myrtle and Laurel- 
Trees, Bowers, Summer-Houſes, and 
Grotto's. 


At the Places where the Walks 
croſſed each other, were Fountains 
and Baſins, in which a fine Taſte, 
Magnificence, and Skill, were equally 
diſplay d. The Greeks and their Fa- 
bles had been known in the Eaft for 

above 
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above a Century, ſo that their inge- 
nious Fictions gave the Eyes much 
more pleaſing Entertainment, than 


the barren Metaphyſicks of the Chal- 
deans. 


Nitocris that illuſtrious Queen, 
Mother to the laſt King of Babylon, 
thorowly underſtood the Greek My- 
thology ; and being reſolv'd to 
out-do Semiramis in the Monu— 
ments which ſhe deſigned for Poſte- 
rity, ſhe ſent for the ableſt Work- 
men from Jonia and Attica, who 
ſoon embelliſh'd the Gardens of Ba- 
bylon, with all the molt diverting and 
agreeable Paſlages in the Hiſtory of 
the Gods of Greece. 
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Every Fountain was adorn'd either 
with a Deity, or ſome Fancy borrow'd 
from their Fables. Here, Neptune in 
a Shell-Marine gilt, drawn by his Sea- 
Horſes, was skimming lightly along the 


Surface of the Water; a * 
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of Tritons ſwimming by his Chariot, 
while he holds the Reins in one Hand, 
and with the other brandiſhes 2 
ſplendid Trident, with which he ſeems 
to ſilence the boiſterous North- Winds, 
and to calm the raging Waves. There, 
the Goddeſs Melicerta, with young 
Palemon her Son in her Arms, raiſes 
herſelf above the Waters, and ſeems, 
by the Serenity of her Countenance 
to r n the affrighted Mariner an 
End of the dreadful Storm. 


Here, the Goddeſs of Love, guarded 
by a thouſand winged Cupids, arm 
with their Quivers of Arrows, and 
mounted upon Swans, ſtarts out of the 
Water, with more Brightneſs than 
Aurora when ſhe brings Home the 
Day. 


There, the chaſte Aretbuſa, who flies 
the criminal Raptures of the amorous 
Alphens, having already waſted her 
Spirits, is juſt going to fall _ 

iS 
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his Hands, and he is actually ſtretch- 


ing forth his Arms to ſeize her, when 
Diana flies to the Aid of the Nymph, 
who is invoking her by Hands and 
Eyes lifted up to Heaven. Behold 
Arethuſa, on a ſudden, wrapt in a 
Cloud. A Fountain that runs under 
her Feet, declares her Metamorphoſis, 
and enables the Nymph for ever to 


fruſtrate the fooliſh Hopes of the raſh 
Alpheus. 


Here, the proud Narciſſus, deſpe- 
rately in Love with his own Perſon, 
reclined upon the Graſs, with his Head 
careleſly reſting on his Elbow, con- 
templates, with Tranſport, in the Cry- 
ſtal of a clear Fountain, the fatal 
Charms which he idolizes. 


There Arion, Phœbus's belov'd 
Mortal, cleaves the Waves upon the 
Back of a Dolphin, while a Shoal 
of Sea-Monſters, with thgir Heads 

h above 
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above Water, follow the harmonious 
Notes of the Divine Lyre. 


From the Middle of thoſe Figures, 
a thouſand Columns of Water riſe to 
the Firmament, and in their Fall form 


a Sort of Miſt, which ſcatters the 


hotteſt Rays of the Sun, in the Height 
of its Race. 


Round theſe Fountains, and almoſt 
at every Step in the Walk, lay Groups 
of Marble and Statues, the precious 
Remains that eſcaped the Fury of the 
Wars which ravag'd Ninizeh and 
Babylon. 


Among the various Figures, were 
Belus, the God and Father of the 
Aſſyrian Monarchs; Ninus, the Foun- 
der of their vaſt Empire ; the War- 
like Semiramis, like another Pallas, 
with a Helmet on her Head, and 


leaning on a Spear; Ninias, arm d 


wich the Dagger which he had plung d 


Into 
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into the Boſom of an inceſtuous Mo- 
ther ; the infamous Sardanapalus, 
with the Spindle and Diſtaff in his 
Hand ; the ſavage Nebuchadnezzar, 
trampling the Sacred Veſſels of the 
God of Iſrael under Foot ; the il- 
luſtrious and virtuous Nitocris, having 
in her Hand a Compaſs, to denote 
the good Order which ſhe eftabliſh'd 
in the Empire of 4ſhria. 


The Prince and his Favourite were 
but juſt mer together in private, when 
Araſpes ſaid to the King, Sir, I have 
great News to tell you, which I have 
reſerv'd on Purpoſe for this Place, 
and for what Reaſon you will ſee 
very plainly : Aramys is come back 


again to the World. 


How! faid Cyrus with a Smile; 
Has Tupiter harneſſed his Winged 
Chariot to bring back Aramys from 
the Elyſian Fields — 


i I don't 
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[ don't underſtand what you mean, 


reply'd Araſpes. 


Tis an Expreſſion, ſaid Cyrus, 
which I took particular Notice of in 
the Hiſtory of my Travels, and which 
now recurs to my Mind. Aramys 
was of Opinion that Fupiter's Chariot 
could not fly faſt enough in the Air 
with Wings, and e he was for 
adding a good Set of Horſes. 


Alas! ſaid Araſpes, to be plain 
with you, this is meer wrangling, 
Might not a Chariot be manag d like 
a Boat, with Sails and Oars ? 


'Tis really Pity, reply'd Cyrus with 
a Smile, that thoſe Engineers, who 
lately preſented a Scheme to my 
Council, to travel thro' the World in 
the Air, had not known your Taſte 
a little better. For then they would 
not have thought the Wind alone 


ſufficient 
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ſuffcient to ſer their Machines a going; 
but tho' it had been only for Faſhion 


Sake, they would have added Oars 


or Harneſs : And in that Caſe, no 
doubt, they would have had the 
Pleaſure of ſucceeding in a Project 
which you caus d to be rejected as 
Chimerical. 


Sir, ſaid Araſpes, let's talk no 
more,. if you pleaſe, about Aramys, 
or his Book ; I fear the Pleaſure you 
rake in this Kind of Converſation will 
prove to my Expence. His Hiſtory 


nſenfibly recals to your Memory all 


the paſt Stories of my Life, and you 
might take a Fancy to quote ſuch an 
one as I ſhould be very loth to re- 
member. 


Tear nothing, reply'd Cyrus, I will 
haye a little more Indulgence for 
you, than you have hitherto had for 
me. But tell me how it comes about 
that you, who was ſuch a rigid Cen- 


ſurer 
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ſurer of Aramys, are now become hi 
Advocate? This is as great a Miracle 
ro me, as the pretended Reſurrection 
you juſt now told me of. 


As for the Reſurrection, ſaid Ar- 
pes, that is not the Cale. Aram 
1s ſtill alive and well, only he wa 
afraid of your juſt Reſentments, and, 
to avoid the dire Effects of it, he 
abſconded, and gave out a Repor 
that he was dead. I had a Mind ſome 
Days ago, to declare how you ſtood 
affected to him. I was willing to 
proclaim to your whole Empire how 
merciful you are, and how forget 
of Injuries. Aramys was told of this 
and it encouraged him to come thi 
Morning, and fall at my Feet, with 1 
Petition that J would ſollicit you for 
his Pardon. I found him ſo honeſt a 
Man, ſo frank, ſo much afflicted for 
having incurr'd your Diſpleaſure, that 
it raiſed my Pity, I promis d to 
under: 


Is 
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undertake his Cauſe, and to eſpouſe his 
Intereſt. 


Then, ſaid Cyrus with a Smile, all 
that violent Paſſion I lately ſaw you 
in againſt Aramys is come to this | 


Sir, reply d Araſpes in the ſame 
Strain, you are very much miſtaken 
if you think that none but great 
Princes are capable of generouſly for- 
giving an Enemy. There wants no- 
thing but Humanity to forget an In- 
jury, and the Commonalty have as 
great a Share as others, of the Senti- 
ments which ſuch a Principle inſpires. 
As for the reſt, Aramys a to 
leave no Stone unturn'd to repair his 
Miſtake ; he is reſolv'd, for the Time 
to come, to devote his Pen to cele- 
brate your Triumphs, and your Vir- 
tues; and I fancy I ſhall have a ſmall 
Share in the Panegyrick which he will 
beſtow upon you. 


M 2 Alas! 
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Alas! ſaid Cyrus, let him extol you 
as much as he will, but I defire no ſuch 
Panegyrift ; I ſhould be very appre- 
henſive that, in his Hands, my Merit 
would be a Matter of Doubt, and 
the Contradictions which he 1s liable 


to fall into in all Caſes, would make 


it a Queſtion with Poſterity, Whether 


the Good he ſhould ſay of me, after 
having ſo far run me down, was not 
rather one of thoſe Blunders ſo com- 
mon to the Author, than a Piece of 
Juſtice which he thought himſelf 
obliged to do me in Point of Con- 
ſcience. 


Sir, ſaid Araſpes, vou that are ſo 
apt to reproach others with Con- 
tradictions, are you not a little 
inconſiſtent in your own Conduct 
Tis but t other Day that you wa 
the forwardeſt Man in the World 


to defend Aramys againſt me, with 


as 
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as much Heat as you now run him 
down. 


All this, ſaid Cyrus, is perfectly 
conſiſtent. The other Day I excuſed 
his Perſon, and To-day I blame his 
Book; in all which there is nothing 
that is contradictory, 


am enraged, ſaid Araſpes, when 
ſee what miſerable Diſtinctions ſome 
People make uſe of, to bring them- 
ſelves off of an Argument. 


No, Sir, confeſs it, you Heroes 
are like the reſt of Mankind. When 
you pardon an Injury from an Affec- 
tation of Generoſity, you are charm'd 
when you find an Opportunity to 
make yourſelves Amends. 


How do I love to ſee thy Zeal 
flame, ſaid Cyrus! But, don't be fo 
very furious: When you return to 
Babylon, fail not to let Aramys 

M 3 know 
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know that I forgive all the injurious 
Things that he has ever ſaid or pre- 
tended to ſay of me; that I am even 
willing to employ him in my Service; 
but that I forbid him to write ſo much 
as one Line in my Praiſe, for fear of 
Contradictions : And in order to ſhew 
you, that in this I do not aim ſo much 
at the Satisfaction of my Reſentment, 
as at the Care of my Reputation, do 
but read with me. 


At theſe Words he took the Hiſtory 
of his Travels out of his Pocket, after 
having taken Care to mark the mot 
material Errors. 


Amenophis, continu'd the Prince, 
appear d, when we met him in Ara- 


| bia, to be buried in ſome profound 


T hought x. We were already neat 
him, without his perceiving us. We 
were obliged to ſpeak to him, to take 
him off of his Brown-Study, and im- 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 121. 
mediately 
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mediately this Perſon, ſo very thought- 
ful but the Moment before, appears 
with a Countenance of unaffected and 


ſerene Joy K. 


Alas! ſaid Araſpes, there is a 
/ Mixture of Ill- Nature in this Obſer- 
1 vation, and you feek to put an ill 
Conſtruction upon every Thing. 
Could Amenophis, when alone, and 
abandon d to Contemplation, be the 
ame Amenophis that he was when he 
turn d his Thoughts to regale you, and 
to entertain you with the beſt that his 
Solitude could afford 2 Do not we ſee 
every Day, that the crabbed gloomy 
Countenance of the ſullen Recluſe, or 
Hermir, loſes its Wrinkles, and clears up 
at Table, eſpecially at the Circulation 
of the delicious Juice of the Grape F ; 
and you know that Amenophis wanted 
for nothing in this Kind to make his 
Retirement agreeable. It ſeems too, 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 122. 
+ Ibid. p. 122. on 
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he could call his own, but a Strip of 


Amenophis gives us a melancholly 
Account of his Misfortunes, and con- 
cludes with ſaying, F I am a Being 
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that the good Man was ſenſible of 
what he ſhould have Occaſion for in 
this Article, and that he had the wiſe 
Precaution to arm himſelf with the 
molt proper Remedy in the World to 
repel the diſmal Attacks of Melan- 
cholly. Otherwiſe, how could we 
have been entertain'd with delicious 
Wines, by a Man that had nothing 


a Garden, and a Grotto, awhich he 
had dug with his own Hands in a 
barren Rock ? © Hi 


Your Obſervation is not amiſs, ſaid 
Cyrus, but ſay what you will, here's 


the Point of Difficulty,” from which 
you will never be able to per off X. 


left alone upon the Earth: Apries 
The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 122 


ho = per ſecutes 
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perſecutes me 5; Amaſis betrays me; 
Arobal forſakes me : I find every 
where a frightful Void. Ts this now 
the Language of a Man whoſe Coun- 
tenance ſhines with an wnaffefed 


Toy ? 


Sir, ſaid Araſpes, I can't tell how 
you underſtand it, but for my own 
Part, I don't know a Character that 
s more coherent and better ſupport- 
ed, than that in which 4ramys has 
cloathed Amenophis. He paints to 
the Life the different Situations of a 

or old Man, whoſe Spirits were ſunk 

Age and Misfortunes, but raiſed 
for ſome Moments by Wine and 
Good Cheer. I ſay it again, I never 
in the World met with a Character 
ſo naturally carried on from firſt to 

'Tis even too natural, ſaid Cyrus 
with a Smile; but the next is an Ar- 
ticle, in which ſurely you will not 


find 
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find Nature. Aramys, after having 
extoll'd the Subordination and Diffe- 
rence of Ranks eſtabliſh'd in Egypt x, 
is profuſe in his Praiſe of the Equality 
obſerv d among the Citizens of Sparta, 
How do you reconcile all this to- 


_ gether ? 


Nothing more eaſy, replyid Araſ- 
pes. Alas! Sir, ſince you began to 
receive Compliments upon all the 
Events of your Life, how many have 
you not heard which ſeem to contradit 
one another? An Author who, herc- 
rofore while you reign'd peaceably in 
Perfa, aſcribed the Return of Aſtre: 
and T hemis among Mortals to your 
Adminiſtration, forgets thoſe pleaſant 
Images, in the Praiſes he gives you 
now, and thinks you cannot be ſo 
finely deſcrib'd, as in the Midſt of 
Blood and Slaughter, and that Terror 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 171, 
214, &c. 
which 
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which your Name carries to the re- 
moteſt Parts of the Eaſt. This is 
the ordinary Stile of all profeſs'd Pa- 
negyriſts. They have an uncommon 
Talent to find out Matter for Praiſe, 
even in ſuch Follies as a Man of 
Honour bluſhes he had the Misfortune 
ever to commit. Do but ſuffer your 
ſelf for once to be routed, and you'll 
be perfectly ſurprized ro find that, 
even tho you turn'd vour Back, you 
will be proved to be a greater Cap- 
ain, than you appeared to be in thoſe 
fortunate Days, when nothing was 
able to reſiſt your Arms. 


Cyrus abruptly reply'd, I will have 
no fulſome Panegyriſt, who is deter- 
mined before-hand to praiſe all that 
come. There is Matter enough to 
commend Perſons upon the Score of 
their good Qualities, without under- 
taking to metamorphoſe their Faults, 
even ſuch as are moſt notorious, into 


Virtues z and all that a Hero gets by 
ſuch 
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ſuch Flatterers, is, that the Memo 
of certain Actions of his, which a well. 
conducted Panegyrick would hay, 
conceal'd from the World's Notice, ; 
thereby tranſmitted to Poſterity with 
the more Eclat. 


Really, ſaid Araſpes, I find tha 
you Heroes are very difficult, and i 
ſeems a harder Task to pleaſe you in 


Point of Panegyrick, than of Con- 


queſt. 


You are in the Right, reply 
Cyrus, this is very natural; We only 
do the one to deſerve the other, and 
the World would be at Peace, if we 
were not ſo ambitious to merit its Ap 
plauſe. After this, we may well be 
pardon'd for a few Scruples will 
Reſpect to the Courſe we take to 
oratify our prevailing Paſſion. 


Very 


1 1 3 >: + pe Sed. a a » 
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Very well, ſaid Araſpes, There is 
" 2 Remedy for all this. I will ac- 


quaint Aramys of your Taſte. 


No; reply'd Cyrus, it will be to 
no Purpoſe. He would quickly forget 
all you ſhould ſay. I perceive that 
in eme Articles he has the moſt un- 
happy Memory in the World. He 
frlt of all gives a pompous Deſcription 
of the magnificent Palace of Pi ſiſtra- 
tus &, and of the ſplendid Regale which 
that Prince gave me when I arriv'd at 
Athens; and thirty Pages after this, 
he brings in Solon boaſting to me, that 
his Friend Piſiſtratus leads a ſimple 
Life, without affecting Pomp f. 


Oh!] ſaid Araſpes, how comes it 
to paſs that Soon is fo blind to his 


* 'The Travels of Cyrys, Vol. I. p. 252, 
: 253, 
f Ibid. p. 284. 


Friend's 
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Friend's Faults, or has no better 3 
Notion of Frugality ? 


Say rather, reply'd Cyrus, why 
Aramys does not allow the Sage to have 
more Penetration, after he had ſo juſtly 
extolled his Underſtanding and Wil. 
dom. But notwithſtanding all the 
fine Qualities for which Aramys makes 
Piſiſtratus one of his Heroes, he docs 
not ſeem to be a Jot the more atten- 
tive to this Prince's Conduct and 
Actions. According to him, Pif- 


ſtratus, the very Day that I arrived 


at Athens *, entertains me at Supper 
with the Hiſtory of the Troubles of 
his Reign; and three Days after, 
Aramys makes him tell it over 


again f. 
Does this, ſaid Araſþes, ſurprize 


you? Things are never told as they 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 254. 
ſhould 


+ Ibid. p. 289. 
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ſhould be, during the Fumes of an 
Entertainment, and there's a Neceſſity 
of hearing them over again when 
people are cool and ſedate. 


Oh ! ſaid Cyrus, the wiſe Piſp- 
ſtratus, in the Heat of Entertainments, 
was always cool, and could harangue 
his Audience with a World of Art and 
Eloquence, upon the Diſorders of po- 

ular Government, the better to eſta- 
Bl that deſpotick Power which he 
had uſurp'd over Athens. But the 
Caſe is not altogether the ſame with 
Aramys, who could never keep his 
Temper to that Degree. When the 
rendering Things a little dubious is 
the Point in Queſtion, then his Ima- 
gination is ſet on Fire, and woe be 
to him that ſtands in his Way : For 
Inſtance, it coſt thoſe poor Athenians 
very dear in that Sea-Fight, where, 
for my Diverſion &, the Author makes 


*The Travels of Oyrus, Vol. I. p. 288. 
them 
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them ſacrifice as many Men and Ships, 
as they might have loſt in a ſerious 
Engagement with an Enemy. 


Don't you plainly perceive, Sir, 
that Aramys was willing to ſet off 
that extraordinary Politeneſs, which 
was the peculiar Character of the 
Athenians, in its full Light? The 
Generality of other People would 
have been content with breaking a 
few Oars, or cutting away the Pros 
of two or three Ships, to do you 
Honour. But Athens could not ſtop 
there; nor could it render its Gal- 
lantry complete, without giving you 
the Pleaſure of ſeeing the Sea cover- 
ed with Men, and the Wrecks of 
Veſſels. 


Indeed, ſaid Cyrus, 'tis a very joy- 
ful Sight to ſee a Multitude of poor 


Wretches periſhing in the Waves. 


Believe me, Araſpes, you may as 
well ceaſe your Apologies. Aramys 
will 
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will be no great Loſer by it: And 
agree with me, that a juſt Diſcern- 
ment is not a Character that belongs 
to Aramys. When he takes it into 
his Head to paint, which 1s a Thing 


he ſeldom does, and hardly ever with 


a Grace, all he aims at then, is to 
charge his Pictures with bold Figures, 
without perplexing himſelf with Ac- 
curacy or Probability. From hence 
it comes to pals, that his Book, not- 
withſtanding all the Art you pretend 
o diſcover in it, is but a Medley of 
Pieces, which were never form d to 


be connected, and that the only Ar- 


icle wherein he has ſucceeded, is the 
rendering me perfectly ridiculous. 


Truly, Sir, ſaid Araſpes, 2 are 
not candid. In the Courſe of a long 
and curious Work, the Author has 
let flip one or two Inconſiſtencies. 


N How, 


% 
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How, reply'd Cyrus (ſmartly, one 
or two Inconliſtencies ? Tis ven 
plain you are no Judge. Otherwiſe... 


pm LA, =» Or fn — tw. 


Alas! Sir, faid Araſpes, do no 
reproach me with Ignorance. "Tis no 
the Endowment of every Man to be 
as wiſe as you are. I am not, nor d 
I know whether I ſhould be, fond d 
being a Divine, a Philoſopher, a 
Orator, and ſo many other fin 
Things at one Time: Bur I pretend 
to common Senſe. 


=. 


m0 =» WO 6 
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Well then, I only deſire your com- 4 
mon Senſe to be the Judge. Wil x 
that common Senſe of yours approve]M I. 
of Aramys, where he makes Pi 

ratus tell me, in the Courſe of one 
Meal &, the Revolutions awhich hap- 
pened in his Reign ; the Canſes 0 
his Exile and Reſtoration ; how | 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 254- 
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was twice det hron d —— All this 
ſeaſon'd with hiſtorical Remarks, a- 
oreeable Deſcriptions, lively Turns, 
mixed with an artful Painting of the 
Diſorders of a Popular Government ? 
Does it comport with common Senſe 
that I ſhould read with Pythagoras at 
one Time only, a Leſſon, accompanied 
too with all the Reflections that the 
Subject requir d; that I ſhould be 
made to read, I ſay &, all that re- 
garded Religion, Morality, and Po- 
licy, and whatever might contribute to 
the Knowledge of the Gods, myſelf, and 
other Men? —— and all that is ex- 
cellent in the Laws of Egypt, Sparta, 
and Athens ? This was a fine ſhort 
Lecture, with a Witneſs. 


No ; upon this you are at Liberty 


to condemri him, and I own that 


Aramys has gone a little too far out of 
the Way. 


The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. gr. 
N 2 What 
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What would you ſay then, replyd 
Cyrus, of all that pompous Delcrip. 
tion of the Golden Age *, which, 


without Rhime or Reaſon, he pur; 


into the Mouth of Pythagoras, and 
this merely for the Pleaſure of venting 
a Number of Poetical Expreſſions, 
which Aramys had repeated by Hear, 
when he was a School-Boy, a 
hundred Times? Tho' it he had 
but brought in that ſublime Nonſenk 
naturally 


Pray, Sir, reply d Araſpes, dont 
attack that Paſſage. Twere enough 
to ſet your whole Court againſt you, 
If you did but know how the Ladies 
eſpecially are enamour'd with that 


gaudy Painting | 


What, faid Cyrus, do they think 
that a beautiful Paſlage ? 


+ The Travels of Cyrns, Vol. II. p. II. 
More 


Ev'N. V. New Cx RO PERD IA. 


More than beautiful, ſaid Araſpes; 
they think it raviſhing. Jo ſee Shep- 
herdeſſes courted by the Gods, and 
the Goddeſſes not diſdaining the Loves 
of Shepherds, raiſes Tranſports of Ad- 


miration. 


deſire you to tell me no more of 
it, faid Cyrus, and I think theſe two 
Phraſes alone, are enough to decide the 
Merit of Two- hundred others that 
accompany them, in which I can ſee 
nothing but empty Jargon, a String 
of Metaphors, and Allegories repeated 
over-and-over a hundred Times, 
which, in the Manner they are tack'd 
together, do not preſent one ſingle 
Image to the Mind, but what is 4 


© j 
form'd and counterfeit. 


In the firſt Place, I there ſee Ju- 
piter harneſſing bis Winged Chariot &, 


* Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 12. 
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with no other Attendants than the 
Divinities that accompany him but 
now and then; and twenty Lines 
aſter I ſee, with the utmoſt Aſtoniſh. 
ment, the whole World transform'd, 
and Mankind condemn'd to the moſt 
afflicting Calamitics : Why? Becauſe 
Men neglected, upon a certain Day, 
ro take Wing, and, by rapid Flight 


to cut the Air, and follow Jupiters 


Winged Chariot above the Heavens, 
This ſurely was a very odd Sort of 
Crime, and one would ſcarce have 


expected to ſee Men found guilty upon 
this Plea. | 


This is not all, the Gods them- 
ſelves bear a Part in the Diſgrace of 
Men. The Sykoan Gods X, for no 
Reaſon in the World that we are 
vouchſafed to have a Glimpſe of, are 
all on a ſudden changed into Satyrs, the 
Napææ into Bacchæ, and the Nayads 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 13. 
imo 


1 1 it. kann wang © 


Ev'r. V. New Cy ROPE DIA. 

into Syrens. I ſhall not here men- 
ton the Heſperides &, whom Hiſtory 
es and Fable place in the Time of Her- 
cules, and whoſe Garden Aramys 
transfers to the Golden Age, becauſe 
the Trees which they cultivated bore 
Golden Fruit. 


Sir, ſaid Araſpes, interrupting the 
Prince, a thick Darkneſs covers the 
firmament, and the Hour appointed 
for the Council 


This, reply'd Cyrus with a Smile, 
s properly bringing your ſelf off 
like a Man of- Senſe. This Darkneſs 
comes very a propos to conceal the 
Confuſion you are in ; but I ſhall 
not excuſe you ſo, and I will, ſooner 
or later, oblige you to own, that your 
new Client has not merited the Ho- 
nour of being my Panegyriſt. 


* Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 12. 
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* Juſt then came in a Meſſenger to 
acquaint Cyrus that the Council bad 
already been ſitting ſome Time, and 
waited for his Preſence ; whereupoy 
he went thither, and after having con- 
cluded what related to the Affair of 
the Scythians, he told his Miniſters 
his Reſolution of fetting out next Day 
to a Pleaſure-Houſe, not many Day; 
Journey from Babylon, that he might 
be nearer at Hand to give Orders fat 
the Security of the Frontiers. 


SUPPLEMENT 
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New Cyropædia. 
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JON the Banks of the 
SOLD | Araxes, pretty far from the 
Place where that River 
calls into the Caſpian Sea, 


there riſes a Chain of Mountains, in 
Form of a Semi- Circle. In the Centre 
of theſe Hills, a little below the Top 
of one of the higheſt among them, 

was 
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was a ſtately Houſe, tho' not ſo 
ſumptuous as it was pleaſant ; for Na. 
ture and Art had acted in concert to 
form a Seat here fit to delight the 
Lord of Aſia. 


The two Fronts of this Houſe were 
adorn d each with a fine Periſtile, 
the Architecture of which was modeſt, 
yet majeſtick. 


The Furniture, Ornaments, Paint- 
ings, every Thing within it, was ele— 


gant and fine. A ſpacious Park, 


ſtock d with all Sorts of Game, be- 
gan about a hundred Paces from the 
Houſe, and extended to the Top of 
the Mountain, which was all included 
in it. A hundred different Roads 
were cut out in it, where the Sight 


was loſt, and which, by croſſing and 


intermingling one with another, form d 


a Labyrinth, almoſt as inextricable as 
that of Crete. Before the other Front 
of the Houſe, the Mountain ran in- 

ſenſibly 
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ſenſibly upon a Level, without any 
more Declivity than what was ne- 
ceſſary to enlarge the Proſpect of all 
the Beauties of a Garden, at the Foot 
of the Hill, which for Symmetry, Or- 
nament, and Extent, was ſcarce in- 
ferior to that of Semaramis. 


At each End of the Building there 
was a Terraſs of above a League in 
Length, where were ſeveral Rows of 
Palm-Trees, that afforded a Shelter 
againſt the burning Rays of the 


sun. 


On the one Side were barren Rocks, 
Precipices, Abyſſes, Snows, and Hoar- 
Froſts, not to be melted by the moſt 
ſcorching Heats of Summer ; and on 
the other Side, upon the Declivity of 
the Hills, there were many charming 
Houſes, built in the Form of an Am- 
phitheatre, with Flower-Gardens full 
of Orange, Citron, and a hundred 
other Trees, whoſe exquiſite Fruits ex- 

celled 


celled thoſe of the Garden of the 
Heſperides. 


At the Bottom of the Hill, che 
Waters of the Araxes roll along with 
Majeſty, whoſe Banks are alway 
green, and adorn'd with all the Field 
Flowers which Flora produces in the 
Spring. 


Beyond the River there are val: 
fruitful Fields, which ſatisfy the Long- 
ings of the covetous Husbandman. 
And in the Midſt of the Golden Ears 
of Corn, with which the Soil is co- 
verd, Art has rangd, at proper 
Spaces, here the peacetul Olive, there 
the kindly Elm, ſupporting the feeble 
Branches of a tottering Vine. In 
{hort, the whole Plain ſeems to be 
but one ſpacious Garden, enrich'd 
with the moſt delicious Preſents of 
Ceres, Bacchus, and Pomona, 


Cyrus 
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Cyrus came to ſpend Part of the 
Autumn in this ſweet Solitude. One 
Day as he was walking with his Fa- 
yourite upon this magnificent Terraſs, 
Araſpes having taken a View of the 
neighbouring Hills and Plains, cry'd 
out with Extaſy | Sir, What a ra- 
viſhing Proſpe& is here! Were I to 
ſurvey it again-and-agatn I ſhould 
never be tired. 


Therefore, ſaid Cyrus, you are not 
of the ſame Taſte with your Friend 
Aramys. 


How ſo, reply'd Araſpes ? 


He thinks, ſaid Cyrus, that there's 
ſomething ſtill wanting in this Pro- 


ſpect. 


Alas! J am ſure, reply'd Araſpes, 
that he would be as much charm'd 
with 
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otherwiſe than he ſpeaks. To judge 


Sea, ſeeming to touch the Sky, would 


mys, whoſe Imagination was accu- 


every fine Proſpect. 


A Supplement to the Ev'x. VI. 
with it as J am, were he but here tg 
enjoy it. 


Then, ſaid Cyrus, he would think 
of his Sentiments by his Book, a great 


be wanting to divert the Sight, when 
fatigu'd by ſo many different Objects 
as appear in this Landskip. 


Alas! faid Araſpes, Don't you 
plainly ſee that Aramys there talks 
again like a Caledonian ? In a Country 
where the dry barren Soil hardly 
yields any Proſpect but Rocks and 
Sand-Hills, the vaſt Ocean would be 
neceſſary to divert the Eyes fatigu'd 
by the dull Uniformity of the other 
Objects; and it was natural for Ar- 


{tom'd to ſuch Relaxations, to fancy 
a vaſt Sea was ſomething eſſential in 


But 


i a a > 0 .. has 
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But let's drop his Notions about 
Proſpects, and talk a little about 
Aramys himſelf. I have told him 
what a Kindneſs you had for him, at 
which he ſeem'd tranſported, and en- 
gaged me, Sir, to beg it as a Favour, 
that you would give him Leave to 
write your Life. 


My Life, cry'd Cyrus ? God for- 
bid! I have ſeen Olennef's Life, and 
ſhould be very much afraid that he 
would write mine in the ſame Taſte. 
The Hiſtory of my Life would be 
like that of my Travels, a Chain of 
five or fix ſeveral Diſſertations : Be- 
ſides, I love to make the only Figure 
in my Hiſtory, and I ſhould fear that 
my Hiſtorian, as he has done in the 


Life of Olennef, will take as good a 
Place in it as I, 


But, 
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But, Sir, ſuch a Man as he would 
improve by your Advice, and re- 
form. 


Reform, ſaid Cyrus, in an Ironical 
Strain? Indeed you know full well 
what Sort of People Authors are, and 
what ungovernable Pride prevails 
among them, 


Oh | as for Aramys, ſaid Araſpes, 
III anſwer for it, he is to be manag d. 
III give you this Inſtance to convince 
you how tractable he is. As he was 
conſulting one of his Friends about 
his Book, and reading the Deſcrip- 
tion of the Sea- Fight which the Athe- 
nians perform'd for your Diverſion, 
when he came to the Phraſe, the 
Marlite Trumpet gave the Signal &, 
his Friend ſaid to him jeſtingly, that 
the Subject being a Sea-Fight, the 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 288. 
Epithet 


\ 
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Epither ought to be changed for 
Marine. Aramys that very Moment 
took his Pen, ſtruck out Waxlike, and 
nterlined Marine, which you would 
have had the Pleaſure ro have found 
n the Hiſtory of my Travels, if his 
Friend, who was loth to carry the 
Joke too far, had not taken Care to 
undeceive him upon the Spot. 


So much the worſe, ſaid Cyrus, 
am for none of thoſe purblind 
flexible Creatures, who are to be bent 
all manner of Ways, and cannot 
diſcern the Value of the Lectures that 
are read to them. 


Neither I nor You are at Leifure 
to ſet up as Cenſurers of Books, for 
the Sake of Aramys; and as we ſhall 
be obliged to leave every Author that 
writes 2 us to his own Honour, tis 
neceſſary that he ſhould know a little 
how to carry himſelf, Beſides, tho 
Aramys has Wit, yet to faſten pro- 

O perly 
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xerly upon a Character, to paint it 
- the Life and to make A 
by Facts rather than Phraſes, does 
not ſeem to me to be his Talent. 
Therefore be ruled by me, never 
think more of making him my Hiſto- 
riographer. 


You will however, Sir, pleaſe to 
permit him to dedicate to you a Son 
of Epick Poem, which he is juſt ready 
to publiſh ? 


By no Means, ſaid Cyrus; I have 
made it a Rule to myſelf not to 
ſuffer my Name to appear at the 
Head of any Book which 1s not excel- 
lent in its Kind. And if we may 
judge of Aramys by my Travels, his 


Poem cannot be exquiſite ; He has no 


Copia, no Variety, but repeats the 
ſame Things a hundred times over. 


When he goes about to deſcribe Po- 


litical Government, he never thinks of 
any thing to compare it to but a Hu- 


man 
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man Body ; his Incidents are always 
the ſame, and ſuch as a Child of ten 
| Years old might have invented; or, 
to ſpeak more properly, he has none 
at all. 


How ! reply'd Araſpes, Do you 
know that Aramys is reputed a Man 
of very great Learning ? 


It ſeems indeed, ſaid Cyrus, that he 
has read a great deal, and has a good 
Memory. But with all his profound 
Knowledge, and great Wit into the 
Bargain, tis poſſible that he may 
want what the Men of Letters call 
Genius, which is the Soul of all fine 
Writings. Beſides, do you know one 
Thing, which is, that they ſay all 
the Learning of Aramys did not colt 
him any Thing. He is free and fa- 
miliar to exceſs with all good Aurhors. 
He makes no Difficulty to accommo- 
date himſelf with every Thing that 
he ſees in them to his Liking. For 
18 O 2 my 
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my own Part, I have diſcover'd in 
the Hiſtory of my Travels, a great 
many Paſſages copy d from & Olennef 
and Teſobus +. 


Oh! as to Olennef, ſaid Araſpes, 
he had an indiſputable Right. From 
the Scholar to the Maſter nothing is due, 
they ſay, but the upper Hand; every 
Thing relating to their Profeſſion 
ought to be in common betwixt them, 
and it would be a poor Piece of 
Spite to diſpute Aramys's Privilege of 
taking whatever he wanted Tha 
Olennef. But to pillage Teſobus, | 
can't think it poſſible, A he was his 
Maſter's Enemy. 


Yes, faid Cyrus, and 'tis plain that 
he took Teſobus to be an Enemy, 
for he treats him as ſuch in good 


* 'Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 80. 


+ Teſobus is the Anagram of Boſſuet Biſhop 
of Meaux. 


+ Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 157, &c. 
Earneſt, 
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Earneſt, and tis in this Quality that 
he plunders him without Mercy: He 
thought that every Thing he ſhould 
take from him would be deem'd 
lawful Prize, and, in a Proverbial 
Senſe, ſo much Booty taken from the 
Enemy. And God knows with what 
an Air he repreſents him to you all 
the while, * with what Aſſurance 
he decks himſelf with the Spoils he has 


taken from him. 


But, ſaid Araſpes, would he offer 
to take any Thing from a Man that 
he ſeem d to deſpiſe, and to whom 
he cannot give a good Word ? 


Tho' you are no Stranger to Court- 
Craft, reply'd Cyrus, yet you are 
ſtill ro learn the Policy of Men of 
Letters. 


With them, as well as with us 
Courtiers, we find Writers, who, to 
conceal the ſecret Correſpondence they 

" "M2 have 
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have with an Author, whether dead 


or living, from whom they ſteal a 


thouſand Hints, wiſely make it a Rule 
to themſelves to run him down in all 
Places. 


This is not fo ill-judg'd, faid 
Araſpes; Men are, as I plainly 
ſee, the ſame every where in thei 
Political Capacities, and only differ in 
their ſeveral Views. But after all, is 


it fo great a Crime for an Author, 


who has little that he.can call his own, 
to recruit from other Mens Stocks 
For my own Part, I think that ſuch 
Conduct, far from hurting the Re- 
puration of a Man of Letters, is a 
Proof of his Judgment. Thus the 


Induſtry of certain People of your 


Empire is applauded, becauſe, by in- 
riching themſelves with foreign Com- 
merce, they have plenty of every 
thing in an unprofitable "Mor Soil, 


which affords its Inhabitants nothing. 


Tis 
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"Tis not the fame Caſe with a 
Wit, faid Cyrus, as it is with Lands. 
The principal Merit of an Author is 
Inyention. 


Alas! ſaid Araſpes, by your Fa- 
your, Sir, I know of no Invention 


better than that of a Man's taking 


from another what he wants himſelt. 
But, Sir, give me Leave to tell you, I 


don't perceive any Token of that good 


Diſpoſition, which you told me you 
had for Aramys. You promiſed him 
ſome Employment, and now you 
ſeem to exclude him from every 
Thing. 


No, ſaid Cyrus, depend upon it that 
will employ him, but I would have 
it in a Way that fits him, which it 
will take me up ſome Time to think 


of, 
O 4 How 
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How long. Time, Sir, ſaid Araſpes 
Is it a Matter that abſolutely requires 
ſo much Deliberation 2? You would 
not propoſe to give him a Commiſſion 
in your Troops? Aramys is too old 
to learn the Art of War. 


Pray of what Age is he, reply d 
Cyrus? 8 


I cannot exactly tell you, {aid 
Araſpes, but if we may judge of 
his Years by his Mien, and by the 
Time that he has been known to the 
Republick of Literature, he cannot be 


far off of Fifty. 


Well, ſaid Cyrus with a Smile, 
would you have us make a 1 
trate of him? His Book is a perfect 
Code of Laws, and Rules for the Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice. The Author, 
in my Opinion, has a Goüt for that 


1 


Indeed, 
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Indeed, reply d Araſpes, Aramys 
has an Air of Gravity, which would 
ſuit wonderfully well with the Senator's 
Robe ; but | believe he is better 
kill'd in the Laws of Greece and 
Egypt, than in thoſe of Perſia and 
Aſyria ; I fancy the Profeſſion of a 
Wir, in which he has already made a 
ſucceſsful Progreſs, is the only Cha- 
ner wherein it would be agreeable 
to him to be adyanc'd. 


"Tis really in that very Character, 
ſaid Cyrus, that I deſign to put him 
forward, You know that, being 
determin d by the Example of Sohn X, 
and by the Solidity of his Arguments, 
think to eſtabliſh the Uſe of the 


Dramatick Poem in the Eaſt, and to 


have ſuch Amuſements exhibited in 


thoſe Repreſentations, as may be both 
agreeable and uſeful ro a People en- 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 302. 
tirely 
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tircly indolent and fond of Pleaſure. | 
thought immediately that Arama 


would be a very fit Perſon to ſecond 


my Deſigns: I intended to make him 
write for the Theatre, the general 
Laws of which he underſtands to 2 
Miracle; but I have confider'd that 
in all Caſes Theory and Practice are 
widely different. I judg'd of Aramis 
Genius by the Hiſtory of my Travels 
and had Reaſon to fear that the fame 
Pen would be capable of producing 
no Pieces for the Theatre, but ſuch 
wherein the Sentiments would be ge- 
nerally trifling, the Parts unconnected, 
the Characters unequal, inconſiſtent, or 
improbable, and wherein the Perſons 


would come on and go off of the 


Stage, and the Audience be not able 
to gueſs why they did one or the 
other, almoſt like my Governor Hyſ- 
taſpes in the Hiſtory of my Travels, 
who diſappears no Body knows why, 
leaving me to ſhift for myſelf, at the 


Age of Fifteen, and then comes back 
3 again 
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again to me all on a ſudden, tho not 
all I was near Forty. 


But, Sir, ſaid Araſpes, how can 
you form a Judgment of his Genius 
for the Theatre, from his Hiſtory of 
your Travels ? "gs 


That Hiſtory, reply'd Cyrus, is a 
Romance, and a Romance is only an 
Extenſion of an Epick Poem, as the 
Dramatick Poem is an Abridgment of 
it, The fundamental Rules of theſe 
three Sorts of Compoſitions, are there- 
fore the ſame. They only differ in 
the Particulars, and a Man who, in 
one of thoſe Pieces, acts counter, like 
Aramys, to all the firſt Principles, is 
ſcarce likely to ſucceed in another. 


If that be the Caſe, Sir, let him 
have one of the firſt Stations in that 
Society of Philoſophers, which you 
are going to eſtabliſh in Babylon. 


God 
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God forbid, ſaid Cyrus, I will haye Ml | 
no vain Babblers in a Society of that 
Nature. I deſign to fill it with 
Perſons who underſtand Nature, 
and know how to make her ſubſe. 
vient to the Welfare of my Sub. 
jects. 
| . 

That's the very Thing, ſaid Ara: 
pes, for which no Man is fo fit 2 
Aramys. No-body will deny but he 
has the Advantage of being an able 
Naturaliſt, he has ſaid ſo many and 
ſo fine Things upon the Head of Na- 
tural Philoſophy 1n his Book. 


And above all, reply'd Cyrus, he 
delivers them fo very pertinently. 


Pertinently ? ſaid Araſpes, Ves in- 
deed. Zoroaſter, for Inſtance, when 
he is to talk to you concerning the 
Author of Nature, was it not right 


that he ſhould begin with giving 


you 
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you a Deſcription and Character of 
Nature itſelf? 


Vou are in the right, ſaid Cyrus; 
ſo a Man who is to treat of the 
Wind, in order to proceed with Re- 
ularity, ought not to fail, in the firſt J 
hac, to give a full Account of every j 
Particular in the Compoſition of a 
Windmill. 


But, ſaid Araſpes, where's the great {1 
Harm 2 Tho' the Compaſs which il 
Aramys takes to bring in his Diſſer- 
ations upon Nature, be not alto- 
gether ſo juſtifiable, yet that does 
not make him the leſs skill'd in Natural 
Philoſophy, which is the very Point 
now in Queſtion. 


No, ſaid Cyrus, if we may judge 


of Aramys by his Book, he has no- 
ching in him of a Natural Philoſo- 
WW pher; it coſt him no more to eſtabliſh 
bis Syſtems of Natural Philoſophy, 


than [| 
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than it did to explain that of the 
Laws and Government of Egypt. 
He has only been at the Pains of co. 
pying what we find in a hundred 
different Treatiſes, that have already 
appear'd on this Subject, what b 
taught every Day in the Schools to 
Boys that are learning the firſt Ele- 
ments of Natural Philoſophy ; I wil 
only except two Paradoxes, which, 
in my Judgment, can be No-body' 
but his; at leaſt, with all the Read- 
ing and Scholarſhip that 4ramys al- 
lows me to have, I ſhould be to 
learn them till, if I had not read 
them in the Hiſtory of my Travels, 


A Natural Philoſopher could not 


be ignorant of what daily Experience 


tells all Mankind. Is there any 
Room to doubt that an infinite 
Number of groſs Particles evaporate 
every Moment from Bodies that arc 
even the moſt ſolid ? yet Aramys 
81 E. | 5 boldly 


0 wn K ry rl 
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boldly determines, that & the Sun 
cannot draw upwards Bodies fo 
lght and ſo diſunited, ſo detach'd 
from one another, ſo mingled with 
an Element whoſe Evaporation is 
prodigious, as are the Particles of Salr 
ſcatter d in the Waters of the Sea. 


Aramys is of Opinion, that were ir 
not for the Ebbing and Flowing of 
the Ocean, it would only become a 
Maſs of ſtagnated Waters : So that, 
according to Aramys, violent Storms, 
Currents without Number, that ge- 
neral Motion which, by the Con- 
feſſion of all Natural Philoſophers, 
carries with it all the Seas, from the 
Eaſt to the Weſt, would not be ſuf- 
ficient to prevent the Waters of the 

Ocean from ſtagnating. 


The Travels of Cyrns, Vol. I. p. 202. 
+ Ibid. p. 203. 
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Alas ! now, Sir, faid Araſpes, you 
put me out of all Hopes, and I can 
lee after this, what Buſineſs you can put 
Aramys to. Indeed there ſtill remain 
Ethicks and Politicks, which he might 
be employ'd in; but from the Hu- 


mour you are in now, I fear that 


you'll think him as unfit to treat of 
thoſe Matters, as of all the reſt. 


Neither, ſaid Cyrus, do I think 
that Aramys can ſucceed in Politics 
In the Hiſtory of my Travels, he ex- 
hibits ſeveral Syſtems of Government, 
ſome of which are founded on very 
odd Principles, tho' he thinks them 
all equally good. He approves of the 
Egyptian Law x, which allotted one 
third of the Lands of all the Kingdom 
to the Military Men. Which Law, 
by putting the Soldier before-hand in 


Poſſeſſion of what ought only to be 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 174. 
the 
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the Reward of his Toils, deprives his 
Valour of one of the mo proper 
Springs to put it in Motion. 


But, Sir, ſaid Araſpes, conſider 


that this Syſtem is only one Link of 


the general Syſtem of the Egyptian 
Government, which divided Men * 
into three different Claſſes: And it 
was but natural for the Diſtribution 
of Lands to be regulated according 
to thoſe three Diviſions. 


There again, ſaid Cyrus, has your 
Friend Aramys miſtaken. Ought he 
not, by the Way, to have ſhewn the 
Defect of a Syſtem as unjuſt as it is 
pernicious 2 All Men are born equal, 


but their different Employments and 


dtations in the Government, conſtitute 


2 ſufficient Inequality betwixt them, 


without obliging the greater Number 
of them to a Sort of natural Incapa- 


* 'The 'Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 172. 
P =_ 
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city of attaining to Conditions for 
which Providence often gives them 
the moſt ſignal Talents. Don't we 
know that Heroes, Conquerors, the 
Founders of vaſt Monarchies, and the 
greateſt Men in all Capacities, were 
moſt of them born in a Condition 
different from that to which they were 
advanc'd by their Merit? And what 
Advantages would not a Republick 
deprive itſelf of, that ſhould reduce 
them to the Condition of their Fa- 
thers, by retaining Men in Obſcu- 
rity, that were born to be its Glory 
and Support ? 


I plainly ſee, Sir, ſaid Araſpes 
what you have in View. You are 
for reſtraining Aramys to Ethicks. Very 
well; that's what he will like; for 
he's an honeſt Man : his Maxims are 
ſound, and his Principles are ſure and 
ſolid Foundations for good Manners 


Depend upon't that he will act ſo in 
chis 
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this Capacity, as to make you wiſh 
you had not baulk'd his Genius, 


Fear not, ſaid Cyrus; be aſſur d 
that in the Execution of the Project 
which I have juſt now thought of 
for im, his Genius will not be 
campd. No; Moral Philoſophy is 
ſomething too ſtinted for ſo large a 
Soul as his. He may put it down in 
his Books, and I have that, Opinion 
of him, that I believe it will be al- 
ways good; only tell him, that, for 
the greater Security, when he is drawing 
certain Pictures of Manners, he ſhould 
always take Care to mix the Antidote 
with the Poiſon, and to make his 
Readers ſenſible of the Malignity of 
all Cuſtoms that are a little conta- 
gious, which his Subject may engage 
him to deſcribe. For Example; In- 
ſtead of infiſting upon the Imperti- 
nencies ® which Chilo talks to me to 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 216, 21). 
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excuſe the Lacedæmonian Nudities at 
the publick Games, if ever Occaſion 
offer d to ſpeak again of ſuch a 
Cuſtom, he ſhould by all Means take MW 
Care to put into my Mouth, or ele MW 
to declare for me, all the Arguments 
proper to expoſe the monſtrous In- 
decency of ſuch a Proceeding; how 
likely Objects of this Kind are to raik 
all the Fire of the Paſſions in both 
Sexes; eſpecially how violent thoſe 
Impreſſions muſt be upon young 
People in their Heat of Blood, and 
ſuch as are rarely ſeen but at Aſſemblies 
of this Kind. 


Aramys, ſaid Araſpes, thought 
perhaps there was no Neceſſity of in- 
veighing againſt a Practice ſo contrary 
to our Manners, and ſo manifeſtly 


ſhocking to our Modeſty. 


*Tis our Misfortune, ſaid Cyrus, 
that what is offenſive to Modeſty, 


does not always croſs our Inclinations, 
| and 
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and tis abſolutely neceſſary either to | 
throw an obſcure Veil over every | 
Thing that is immodeſt, or elſe when | 
1 Man finds himſelf obliged to let it | 
be ſeen, to arm Reaſon with every | 
Check that may help to curb the | 
Paſſions that are too prone to be | 
unruly. 


I Then, Sir, ſaid Araſpes, you can't | 
cqdhuſe but be pleaſed with the Account | 
which Aramys gives of the Commu- | 
| WJ nity of Women eſtabliſh'd at Lace- | 
5 demon X. 


Not at all, ſaid Cyrus, for he only 
gays that F He could not reliſh the 
Fartan Rog hneſs, which ſacrificed 
WH the ſeweeteſt Charms of Society to Am- 
bition. All that can be inferr d from 

thence, is, that the Pleaſure of a fine 
Intrigue with a Miſtreſs, ought not 


*The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 218. 
FT Ibid. p. 219. 
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to be ſacrificed to ſavage Ambition, 
Is that a ſolid Confutation of th+ 
wild Complaiſance of the Spartans 
I ſay it apain, that I believe Aramys i 
zealous for good Manners, but I muſt 
repeat what I have already ſaid, That 
in Moral Philoſophy, as well as the 
reſt, he ſhould be cautious of deſcribing 
every Thing that comes in his Way, 
without maturely conſidering the Na. 
ture of the Objects which he ſets be- 
fore his Readers. 


Si, reply'd Araſbes, you will find 
him as tractable as you pleaſe. Of 
this I have already given you mani- 
feſt Proofs, and you will have yet more 
convincing ones, when you are pleas d 
to fix on a Subject to employ him 
in. 


Well, ſaid Cyrus, I will now ſa— 
tisfy your Longing. Aſia has been 
for a long Time over-run with a 
Torrent of bad Books, upon all Man- 


ner 
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ner of Subjects; an Evil for which a 
the W Remedy ought to be provided in 


every well-govern'd State, and which 


711 3 

ys i; WM | have been long thinking how to re- 
nult WF gulate. At laſt I am come to this 
ha MW Concluſion. Two Things equally 
the contribute to this Miſchief ; the Mul- 


ttude of thoſe who ſet up for Au- 
thors, and the ill-choſen Subjects 


which they undertake to treat of. 


The firſt of theſe Abuſes I propoſe 
to reform, by eſtabliſhing a Tribunal 
for examining the Abilities of ſuch 
as devote themſelves to Writing, and 
no Perſon ſhall be ſuffer d to peſter 
the Publick with his Compoſitions, 
but ſuch to whom the ſaid Tribunal 
ſhall give an Approbation in due 
Form, with the Name and Character 
ol the Candidate. Beſides this, there 
ſhall be a ſecond Tribunal, to exa- 
mine the peculiar and particular Ge- 
nius of every Candidate, in order to 


determine what Faculty fits him belt, 
P 4 and 
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and to ſettle him in the Degree to which 
his Abilities in that Faculty are capable 
of attaining. Aramys ſhall be at the 
Head of this ſecond "Tribunal, and 
his Buſineſs ſhall be to compoſe x 
Book every Year for the Novices in 
Wit, according to the Model of hi 


Hiſtory of my Travels. He ſhall in- 


title it Univerſal Eſſauys, and, as he 
has done in my Hiſtory, he ſhall 
therein treat of all Subjects in which 
Wit is employ'd, as Philoſophy, Theo- 
logy, Hiſtory, Chronology, Mythology, 


Foliticks, Ethics, Juriſprudence, the 


Dramas Belles Lettres, &c. And that 
he may not be crampd in his Pro- 
ductions, he ſhall be empower d by 
publick Authority to collect from an- 
tient and modern Authors, whatever 
{hall ſuit him, or directly or indirectly 
anſwer his Purpoſe; and this without 
being obliged to loſe Time in quoting 
Pages and Chapters. In a Word, he 
ſhall follow the ſame Method which 
he and the Publick have been ſo much 

improv'd 
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improv'd by in the Hiſtory he has 
given of my Travels. He ſhall add 
no more than one copious Index to 
it, wherein he ſhall ſer down Alpha- 
betically the Heads of all the different 
Subjects which he treats of in his 
Work; and this ſhall be a common 
Fountain which the young Candidates 
ſhall be oblig'd to have Recourſe to 
for ſuch Subjects as they have a Mind 
to try their Skill in; the Choice of 
which, tho made by themſelves, ſhall 
no farther be valid, than as 'tis ap- 
proved by Aramys and his Aſſeſſors: 
And, according as the Candidate ſhall 
ſucceed in Experiments of this Kind, 
he ſhall be ranked among the Authors 
of the firſt, ſecond, third, or fourth 
Claſs ; for I propoſe to eſtabliſh fo 
many different Degrees among thoſe 
Gentlemen, in order to keep up a 
Sort of Subordination, which is ne- 
ceſſary every where, but more ſo 
among a People ſo untractable, fo 
preſuming, and ſuch Enemies to all 
Supe- 
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Superiority founded on Merit, as i; 
the Nation of the Learned. By that 
Means Aramys will have an honour. 
able Rank, an Employment ſuitable 
to his Genius, Emoluments which! 
leave to your Friendſhip for him to 
ſettle, and Panegyricks without Num- 
ber. For every Candidate that ſhall 
work upon the Ground - Plot that is 
drawn by Aramys, ſhall be enjoin d 
in his Preface, to extol his Benefactor, 
and to confeſs the Advantage he had 
of finding the entire Work he gives 
to the Publick, abridg'd in a Corner 
of the Univerſal Eſſays. Is there any 
Thing more, ſaid Cyrus to Araſpes 


that you would have me do for him ? 


Sir, reply d Araſpes, nothing more 
remains for me, but to return you 
Thanks for your Goodneſs to him, 
and to declare to the World what 
Sort of Vengeance you keep in Store 
for thoſe who have merited your In- 


dignation. 
That 
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That Night Cyrus was to entertain 
the chief X Satrapes of his Empire at 
Supper, and when they were in the 
Height of their Mirth, he intended 
to ſignify his Reſolution to them of 
engaging them in new Enterprizes, 
and of undertaking the Conqueſt of 
thoſe vaſt Countries poſſeſſed by the 
Maſſagetæ, to the Kal of the Caſpian 
Sea. A Meſſenger coming in to 
acquaint him that the Tables were 
ſeryd, and that all waited only his 
Preſence, he repair'd to the banquetting 
Room, and not many Days : be- 
gan that famous War againſt the 
Martial Tomyris, Queen of the Maſſa- 
getæ, which, putting an End both to 
the Conqueſts and the Life of Cyrus, 
| defeated all the Projects that he had 
form d to reward the Works of Aramys. 


The old Name for the Governors of the 
Perſian Provinces. 
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CONVERSATIONS 


UPON THE 


TRAVELS 
CYRUS 


The FIRST CONVERSATION. 


trons) HE Marchioneſs de ** * who 
has been theſe four Months at 
| one of her Seats in the Coun- 
OV) try, will not return to Paris 


till next Spring. As ſhe is a Lady of a 
delicate and florid Genius, and has a Taſte 
for good Books, and for thoſe who write 
them, ſo ſhe is fond of the Friendſhip of 


ſeyeral Men of Letters, ſome of whom 
have 
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have made themſelves eminent by Compo- 
ſitions that have obtain d Applauſe. And 
ſhe has one uncommon Quality, for which 
ſhe is ſtill more to be valucd, and that i; 
her ſtrict Impartiality. She never dives into 
the Literary Diſputes of the Ingenious, but for 
her Improvement, or elſe for pure Amule 
ment. She judges ſolidly of every ney 
Piece that comes out, and with equal Wit 
and Reaſon criticizes all ſuch Works a 
merit the Honour of ſo much Notice 
from her. 


She happen'd, ſome Days ago, to be al 
alone, reading the Travels of Cyrus, which 
had been ſent to her from the Counteſs 4 
* * * who had recciv'd 'em from the Au- 
thor's own Hand, and in Reſpect to him 
did not look into them herſelf, but lent 
them out to be read by all her Acquain- 
tance. I dare ſay, that the Marchionels 
had rcad the two Volumes throughout, and 
alſo the Dzſſertatron and the Letter, when 
the Chevalicr de * * * her Kinſman, came 
to ſee her, and brought her the Travels of 
Cyrus, thinking ſhe had not yet ſeen them. 
He was ſuch an Admirer of this Work, and 

[ had 
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had read it with ſo much Attention and 
Pleaſure, that he had moſt of the Expreſli- 
ons in it by Heart, and often made Ule of 
them, without knowing it, inſomuch that 
one would have taken him for the ſpruce 
Mr. Ramſay, ſetting * himſelf off to the 
beſt Advantage, and giving his own Vi- 
fory. The Chevalier is a ſuperficial, igno- 
rant Perſon, who, though he has little 
Judgment, and leſs Taſte, yet, by the Help 
of a finical Air, an affected Tone of Speech, 
and an extravagant Jargon, ſcts up for a 
Man of Letters and a Wit : But the leaſt 
Glimmer of Wit dazzles his Eyes; a Beauty 
out of its Place is never the leſs a Beauty 
to him ; the comparing Principle + is hardly 
of any Uſe to him: A Fable which is inge- 
nious for the Subject of it, but flatly told, 
is ſure of his Approbation : He loves to 


have a publick Diſcourſe ſtuff'd with merry 


Epigrams and idle Jokes, and is not aſham'd 
to admire thoſe frothy, bombaſt Writers, 
thoſe metaphorical Wits, whoſe Correction 


* Qui ſe peignoit & ſe racontoit lu? meme, Preface to the 
Archbiſhop of Cambray's Life, by Mr. Ramſay. Printed at Bruſſels 
in 1725, 

Le Principe Comparateur. Travels of Cyras, Vol, II. p. 26. 
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has been attempted by a uſeful Criticiſm, 
But that Style eſpecially, which is ſenten. 
tious and broken, like to that which is us 
upon Screens, is ſure to catch him: *Tis in 
this Style he writes, and in this Style he 
thinks every Man muſt write, if he would 
pleaſe what he calls Geometrical Under. 
ſtandings. 


The Marchioneſs receivd the Chevalicr 
with her uſual Complaiſance, and they ſoon 
fell to talking upon the Book ſo much in 
Vogue, which was almoſt the whole Subjed 
of the firſt Night's Converſation by the Fire 
Side. If it had been Summer Time, no doubt 
the Conference had been in a Wood, and, if 
poſſible, by Moon-light, in which Caſe! 
would here have painted the Rays of the 
Moon, paſling through the Branches of the 
Trecs, and making an agreeable Mixture of 
a very /rvely White, with a Green inclming 
zo Black. The Marchioneſs agreed that the 
Style of the Book was very clegant, and 
that the Author in the Detail had ſet off 
his Sentiments in a very good Dreſs. The 
Chevalier, charm'd to find her of his Opi- 
nion, ſaid to her, Madam, don't you ad- 
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mire that a Foreigner, who was grown up 
before he came amongſt us, has hit ſo cle- 
verly upon the Genius and Graces of our 
Language? There is no where, methinks, 
more Accuracy and Delicacy of Diction, 
and I take the whole to be perfectly ex- 
preſſive, and thoroughly digeſted, But, re- 
ply'd the Marchioneſs, if there had been a 
little leſs in the Book of what you com- 
mend, perhaps, it would have been ſo much 
the better. For, ſhe added, is it a Perfection 
of Style to fatigue the Underſtanding of 
the Reader, and always to ſuppreſs thoſe 
Words which are ſo conducive to the Col- 
letting, and even the Forming of Ideas? In 
Truth, it is not uſing the Reader kindly. 


Alas! Madam, reply'd the Chevalier, this 
is what gives Pleaſure to the Underſtanding, 
How would you like to read a Book with 
a Style ſo clear and fluent, that the Lady 
of the Preſident de * * would compre- 
hend it at the firſt Glimpſe? As for thoſe 
Particles which you are ſo ſorry to find omit- 
ted, pray do but conſider how ſmooth they 
make Style, and how languid, Is it not 
better that the Connexion of the Thoughts 

A2 be 


: * 

* 

1 
0 
1 


a 
. 


8 — — — 
— — — 2 n „ GEES 


a, * C _ — - 
+ —a& 3-0 So 


n 
pc — —ꝛ—ᷣ— —— 


2 7 


5 
Me "* >. — - 


— a 4 
- 


r 


—: Dan HET 


on tie — * E . — . Se ASIC EE a pre 8 Z 


E YORI ⏑‚ . > Rue, 


Converſations hon the Coy. J. 


be imperceptible to all, but ſuch as haye 
penctrating Eyes? A delicate Genius is fond 
of every thing that ſtands detach'd by itſelf 
and that has no Contiguity with any thing, 
becauſe it takes a Pleaſure in diſcovering 
what it has a relation to, without being di. 
rected; and ſuch a one ſeems to himlelf a 
if he was actually compoſing what he reads, 


I underſtand you, ſaid the Marchioncſ;, 
you are for -introducing Deconpures, i. e. 
Breaks, into the Writings of the Inge. 
nious. The new Cyrus is very much in 


this Gout, with reſpect both to the Lan. 
guage and Things. For my Part, I affirm, 


that a broken, disjointed Style is a defcttive 
Style, and that an Author ought always to 
connect his Thoughts himſelf, and to fayc 
his Readers the Trouble. Give me Leave, 
Madam, ſaid the Chevalier, to think other. 
wiſe. I can't bear that trivial Perſpicuity 
which lets me into the whole at firſt Sight, 
and which deprives me of a pleaſing Pain, 
A Style like Mr. Ramſay's is, in my Opi- 
nion, the Flower of that * Laconiſin which 


* Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 215, 


has 
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has been admird in all Nations. By imi- 
ztating the Rapiaity of Thought it paints 


al. in a Trice. 


The Flower of your Laconiſm makes my 
Head giddy, reply'd the Marchioneſs, and 
your Rapidity ſtuns me. Is that really the 
Style of Telemachns, to which, tts ſaid, 
ſome Sots have had the Aſſurance to com» 
pare Cyrus ? Oh! ſaid the Chevalier, I own 
there is no Compariſon bet wixt them; for 
Telemachus being a Romance, or a Poem, 
and Cyrus being a Book of Politicks and 
Ethicks, of Philoſophy and fine Theology, 
the Style mult conſequently be different. But, 
you know, reply'd the Marchioneis, that 
Politicks and Ethicks are the greateſt and 
the fineſt Part of Telemachus. Yet there is 
no Flower of Laconiſin in it, no Rapidity 
of Thought, but natural Images, keen Strokes, 
ſublime Maxims, bright Turns of Expreſ- 
ſion, Morals both in Deſcription and AQi- 
on, and the whole happily pre{cry'd from 
thoſe metaphyſical Reſearches, that ſtiff Ac- 
curacy, and that affected Elegancy, which 1 
hate in our modern Drolls. 
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But, Madam, reply'd the Chevalier, you 
don't reckon the Author of Cyrus in this 
Number ; though, they ſay, he is guilty of 
ſeveral Novel Terms, with which he has 
had the happy Aſſurance to embelliſh our 
Idiom. Atter all, he added, Style is the 
leaſt thing to be conſider d in ſuch a Wotk 
as this. The Things for which it muſt be 
admir'd, are the Characters, the Reflections, 
the bold and inſtructive Strokes, the ſub- 
lime Leſſons! What ſay you, Madam, am 
J miſtaken? But you muſt grant, reply d 
the Marchioneſs, that one dull, cold Note 
runs through the whole, and that every 
thing, from the Beginning to the End, is 
miſinatch'd and miſplac'd. Cyrys, goes and 
comes, and does nothing. According to the 
Author's Fancy, he ſometimes hears Fables, 
at other times Narratives; one while Le- 
ctures of Philoſophy and Politicks, and by- 
and-by Inſtructions on the Subjects of War, 
Trade, and Religion. Telemachus is much 
the ſame, bating the Speeches and finical 
Dialogues.. Cyrus is always, as it were, in 


a Claſs, every now and then, asking School- 
Boys Queſtions, childiſhly beliey ing every 


thing 
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thing that is told him, and always embra- 
cing the Opinion of him that ſpoke laſt. 
Beſides this, he has no other diſtinguiſh'd 
Character, ſo that they may be the Travels 
of any other Prince, as well as thoſe of 
Cyrus. In ſhort, he is as much a Child at 
the End of his Travels as he was at the Be- 
ginning, though he was then near thirty 
Years of Age. The Reaſon is, becauſe he 
has no Wit nor Genius, and I would not 
warrant that he underſtood one half of 
what was taught him. 
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Madam, ſaid the Chevalier, will you 
pleaſe to enter a little into the Detail of the 
Work, which you ſo much cenſure in the 
general, and to examine one thing aftcr 
another. Conſider, that it has merited the 
Approbation of thoſe who ſet wp, at this 
Time, for the Patterns of Wit. ] perceive, 
Cyrus, with ſeveral other Books, adorns 
your Chimney-piece Xx. Let you and I run 
it over together How bright does it 
begin! How bold and conſpicuous is the 
Character of the Perſians and of the Court 
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of Ecbatana ! Do you think, ſaid the Mar. 
chioneſs, that there is much Wit and Subli. 
mity of Genius in that Journey which C'yr4; 
makes under the Conduct of his Mother! 
Mandana, who, tis pretended, had a Mind 
adorned, and a Genius much above her Sex + 
(an Expreſſion not very polite): Man1any, 
I fay, takes a Pleaſure on the Road to 
entertain her Son, already ſixteen Ycars old, 
with Fables and Nurſes Tales, Is was abſo. 
lutely neceſſary, reply'd the Chevalier, that 
the Author ſhould here fall in with the Ori. 
ental Taſte, This was then the metapho- 
rical Manner of giving Education to a grou. 
ing Genius x. The Author, who was a pro- 
found Philoſopher, juſtifies this Faſhion by 
a very ſolid Argument, The Minds of 
young Perſons, lays he, cannot compare, 
they only perce:ve Things **, If this be io, 
reply; d the Marchioneſs, tis ridiculous to 
entertain Children with Fables; for every 
Fable is a Compariſon, Yet, according to 
the Author, the Minds of Touth muſt be 
inſtructed by Fables, becauſe they cannit 


1 Vol. I. p. 9. 

* Dictionnaire Neologique has danner Education a I eſgrit 
- naiſſant. 

** Vol. I. p. 10, 


compare, 
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compare, and only percerve Things. Was 
there ever a plainer Contradiction? As to 
the Oriental Taſte for Fables and Apologues, 
I rejoice that this is not the Occidental 
Taſte, Such childiſh Things are ſurfeiting 
to us; and an Author of the Weſt ought to 
have conſider d, that he wrote for the We» 
ſtern Side of the Globe. 


But pray let us ſee, added the Marchio- 
neſs, what happen'd at the Court of Ecba- 
tana? Aſtyag's tries the Genius of Cyrus, 
by putting ſeveral Queſtions to him, relating 
to the Manners and Laws of the Perſians, 
and the Child gives aſtoniſhing Anſwers ; 
but what they were we know not; for we 
are told neither the Queſtions nor the An- 
ſwers. All we are informed of is, that 
Cyrus talks a little too much, and does not 
hearken enough to others; that he decides 
with an Air of Sufficiency, and ſeems too 
fond of Mit *. But in order to cure him 
of theſe Faults, his Mother, who had hi- 
therto entertained him with inſipid Fables, 
tells him a metaphyſical and political Story, 
In which, really, there's not one Circum- 


* Vol. I. p. 14. 
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ſtance that is applicable to what he is re. 
proach'd for. She propoſes to him for x 


Pattern, a Prince of Taciturnit) ( conſe. 


quently one of a ſullen reſervd Tem- 
per) on purpoſe to hinder him from 
deciding with an Air of Suffictency, and 
from being too fond of Wit : But at the 
ſame Time, that he may loſe the Habit of 
Taliimg a little too much, ſhe places before 
his Eyes a Prince of Eloquence, that is to 
ſay, according to the Author himſelf, a 
Prince who * talk'd a great deal, and there. 
by made himſelf admir d by all that heard 
him. Was not this a very proper Examyle 
to make an Impreſſion on the tender Mind 
of Cyrus, and to render him ſilent ? But 
does Mandana ſo much as pretend, that 
Taciturnity is a valuable Quality in a young 
Man? Beſides, why does ſhe ſuppole the 
Beotians ſo far captivated with the Wit 
of an eloquent Prince, as to chuſe him for 
their King? How could Wit make ſuch 
an Impreſſion upon People fo decry'd for 
their Stupidity and Folly, as the Bæotians 
are, by all ancient Writers? Could that 
Princeſs build upon the Authority of ſo un- 


Vol. I. p. 16. EE 
polite 
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polite a People, to convince Cyrus, that 
judgment was always a more neceſſary Ta- 
lent for a King than Wit? As for my Part, 
reply'd the Chevalier, in this Fable of the 
eloquent Prince, which you have now 
ſo ſeverely * cryd down, I admire that 
fine Variety of Shades in the Thought, 
that delicate Contraſt of CharaQers, and 
thoſe politick Leſſons of Inſtruction proper 
for exerciſing the Sagacity of ſo young a 
Prince as Cyrus, and to prepare him for a 
ſucceſſive unfolding of Intelligence f. 


The Paſſage immediately following, con- 
tinned the Chevalier, gives us real Cauſe to 
admire the Military Genius and Courage of 
Cyrus. Merodac, Son of Nebuchadnezzar 
King of HMria, makes an Irruption into 
the Dominions of Aſcyages, who, to defend 
himſelf, aſſembles an Army conſiſting in 
the Whole of 8000 Horſe. He orders two 


* Mettre an rabais Nuances fines des Penſees, Dict. Neol. 
Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 307. 


1 Ibid. p. 216, of the Original. De le preparer a un deve- 
lopement ſucceſſif d' Intelligence. 

$ Ibid. p. 191, of Ramſay's Tranſlation. 
WP. 20. 
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of his General Officers to go and obſerye 
the Enemy, and Cyrus accompanies them. 
The next Day Aftyages aſſembled a Council 
of War, to deliberate what Motions he ſhould 
make. The Generals advisd the ſuſpending 
all Action till the Arrival of new Troops, 
Cyrus then riſes up in the Midſt of the Af. 
ſembly, and affirms, that an Attack may be 
made, becauſe he has obſerv'd à great Wind 
negletted by the Enemy, which may be taken 


Poſſeſſion of #. After having given ſuch 


wholeſom Counſel, the Author ſays, that 
he held his Peace, bluſhd, and fear to 
have ſpoken too much. All, he adds, ad. 
mired his Genius for War at ſuch fendt. 
Tears, His Advice was follow'd, and they 
prepar'd for Battle. 


Sir, reply'd the Marchioneſs, you build 
upon a very weak Foundation. The Au- 
thor pretends to repreſent Cyrus to us 4 
a couragious warlike young Prince, Mean 
time he makes him a timorous ſhamefacd 
Child, who 6/uſhes, after having ſpoke but 
tour Words, and fears he had ſaid too mucl. 
Probably he then thought of the ſlent Prince. 

* P. 22, &c. 


But 
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But is it not ridiculous that old Warriors, 
and ſo many expericne'd Commanders, ſhould 
not obſerve a great Wood negletted by the 
Enemy, but leave the Glory of that Diſco- 
yery to a Child? To be ſure, reply'd the 
Chevalier, the Wood was very large to be 
ſo caſily perceivd by an unexpcricnc'd 
Youth, and to be neglected by experienc'd 
Commanders, who could not think their Ene 
mies ſo unhappily overſeen *, for having neg- 
lected that great Wood. From thence it follows, 
reply d the Marchioneſs, that the Diſcovery 
was not very extraordinary, that the Generals 
of Aſtyages were not very watchful, and 
that the Medes were not ſo well skill'd in 
the Art of War, as they arc repreſented to 
us, becauſe a meer Child reads them a Leſſon. 
Thoſe great Captains have 700 eaſy Goodneſs F 
in admiring Cyrus for having done a Thing 
which the meancſt Officer in our Days would 
have thought of, if he were admitted to a 
Council of War. This is the only Oppor- 
tunity which the Medes have to ſhew thcir 
Abilities in War, and yet they are repre- 
ſented to us as weak Mcn, that know not 


* Partages d' un eſprit aſſez infortune, Dict. Neol. 
4 Trayels of Cyrus, Vol. I: p. 209. Boute trop confiante, 
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the firſt Rudiments of it. But does not 
Mr. Ramſay reſemble them in ſome Degree, 
by placing an Ambuſcade of Hotſe in : 
Wood ? 


An Author is to be forgiven, ſaid the 
Chevalier, for want of Skill in Military 
Affairs; but, however, Madam, continu 
he, tis impoſſible but your Heart muſt yearn 
when you read what paſſed when Mandan 
was leaving Ecbatana's Court. She was de. 
ſirous to carry back her Son with her, but 
Aſtyages prays her to leave him behind; for 
ſays he, he will be the Support of my old 


Age. Cyrus ſtays and ſwears to F give 


himſelf up to the Counſels and Judgment 
of Hyſtaſpes. Mandana, before ſhe ſets 
out, gives him a View of the Rocks that 
threaten Danger in a voluptuous Court. 
She gocs away, and Cyrus melts into Tears, 
Theſe are Circumſtances truly noble and 
affecting. I confeſs, reply'd the Marchionels, 
that there's an Air of Dignity and Wiſdom 
in Mandana's Diſcourſe ; but the Childhood 
of Cyrus is ſo ſtrongly expreſsd by the De- 


* R-fleftions attendries, Dict. Neol. 
i Dict. Neol. ſe per mettre. 
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luge of Tears which he ſheds at his Mother's 
Departure, that he appears to us, as it were, 
with a Coral and Bells. Ah ! reply'd the 
Chevalier, thoſe are natural virtuous Tears, 
which don't at all disfigure the Hero, 
but adorn his Character. His Sentiments 
could not be repreſented otherwiſe x. Beſides, 
as the Author obſerves, This was his firſt 
Separation from his Mother, Could he 
eyer ſhed Tears at a better Time? 


After all, continu'd the Chevalier, tho 
whatever you have found Fault with hitherto 


is of no Moment, yet it furniſhes Matter 


for an agreeable Debate. But can't I find 
out a Way to reconcile our Sentiments ? I 
think this will do it : Hitherto Cyrus had 
* livd at the Court of Aſtyages, without 
being infected; but he ow'd his Chaſtity 
* ncither to the Preſence of Mandana, nor 
* to the Counſels of Hyſtaſpes, nor to his 
* natural Virtue, but to Love.” This Paſſage 
is ſimple, delicate, and bold, and prepares 
the Way for the Deſcription of a Paſſion, 
wherein the Pleaſure is ſeparated from the 


* Prendre une autre figure, Dict. Neol. 


Crime. 
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Crime, Cyrus falls in Love with Caſſan. 
dana, a Princeſs of Perſia, bred up at the 
Court of Aſtyages, who, among a thouſand 
good Qualitics, had a * Zu/tneſs of Thought 
which was as natural to her as a Grace. 
fulneſs of Expreſſion, and a Gaiety of Con. 
verſation, which abounded with delicate 
Strokes of Wit, unſtudied and unaffeclel 
Such a Choice could not but give Cyrus ; 
ſenſible Pleaſure, and what the Author add; 
in this Place cannot diſoblige the Ladies: 
© This Princeſs produc'd, by Degrees, in hi 
< Soul all the Motions of that noble Paſlion 
© which ſoftens the Hearts of Heroes), 
without leſlening their Courage, and which 
places the principal Charm of Love in thc 
Pleaſure of Loving. Precepts, Maxims, 
and ſevere Leſions, do not always preſerve 
© the Mind from the poiſonous Arrows of 
* Scnſuality ! Tis perhaps exacting too much 
* from Youth to require that they ſhould be 
inſenſible: And it often happens that no- 
* thing but a well. placd Love can be a Se- 
curity from ridiculous Paſſions A dan- 
gerous Rival makes Cyrus feel all the Dil. 
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quiets and Alarms which are created 
by the moſt innocent Paſſions. This 
Rival is Cyaxares, the Son of Aſtyages, an 
impetuous haughty Prince, who was unac- 
quainted with the Delicacy of Love*. The 
Author, reply'd the Marchioneſs, ſeems to 
me to aggravate the Effects of Cyruss Love 
for Caſſandana. Be the Paſſion of Love 
eyer ſo chaſte and virtuous, I cannot eaſily 
believe that it can be of more effect than 
natural Virtue. Mr. Ramſay is a pleaſant 
Gentleman, in my Opinion, to think that 
Women are form'd to inſpire thoſe who 
tenderly love them, with Diſcretion, and to 
trump up an empty Metaphyſical Love, fo 
much boaſted by a Lady of the laſt Cen- 
tury. But how comes Cyaxares, who is 
unacquainted with the Delicacy of Love, 
to gueſs, from the Guard Caſſandana kept 
upon herſelf, and from her reſery'd Air with 
Cyrus, that ſhe is in Love with Cyrus, at the 
lame Time that ſhe appears gay and free 


with him, Cyaxares? He that is unacquainted 


with the Delicacy of Love, will always be 
the Dupe of a Riyal, and have the Chagrin 


*P. 32. 


19 


Z — mn ens ——— Wd 4 «4 s 


Converſations hon the Com. I. 


to ſee him favourd as Cyrus is by Caſſan. 
dana. 


Hyſtaſpes, continud the Marchioneſ is 
a Man of as bright Parts as Cyaxares. When 
he ſaw Cyrus thoughtful and abſent from 
himſelf, he ſuſpects him to be in Loy, 
and upon this Occaſion tells him a yery 
moving Story of the Loves of Jtryangeus 
and Zarina; after which, Hyſtaſpes, that 
Sage Mentor, preſcribes to him what Kind 
of Miſtreſs he ought to chuſe, and name 
Caſſandana to him. Cyrus makes a ſincere 
Confcſlion of his Paſſion to him. But thi 
Prince, that had long * been accuſtom to 
open his Heart to Hyſtaſpes, who was nit 
only his Counſellor, but the Confident of his 
Weakneſſes, docs not immediately let him 
into the Secret of his Paſſion for Caſſar 
dana, for Hyſtaſpes was forcd, in ſome 
Meaſure, to pump it out of him, by the 
Rehearſal of an amorous Story, and by Ad- 
vice not becoming a Governor, But was 
that Story capable to convince a free young 
Priace, as Cyrus was, of the Dangers of 
his growing Paſlion, ſince Stryangeuss 


4 P. 27. 
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Amour with Zarina was only criminal, be- 
cauſe he was already married? The Amours 
of Stryangeus and Zarina, ſaid the Cheva- 
lier, are not to be conſider d in that Light; 
Tis ſufficient that there is an ingenious 
Series of Events and Motives, and a clear 
Moral, which is never the worſe for a ſmall 
Inaccuracy. Here now you compare Things, 
whereas you ought only to perceive 
them. 


But, with your Fayour, reply'd the 
Marchioneſs, I will now compare two Paſ- 


ſages, which J have obſerv'd : The firſt is 


in Page 29 % where the Author, ſpeaking 
of Caſſandana, ſays, That her Father, who 
* was one of the principal Satrapes of 
* Perſia, had ſent her to the Court of 
© Aſtyages to be there educated, The ſe- 
cond is in Page 52+, where the Author ſays, 
with reſpc& to this very Princeſs, © Several 
Ladies of the Court regretted her, but the 
greater Part rejoiced at the Abſence ot a 
© Princeſs, whoſe Manners were too perfect 
a a Model of diſcreet Conduct. It is our 


Vol. I. p. 29. 
| Idid. p. 52. 
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* Happineſs, ſaid they, to be rid of thy 
Stranger, whom the ſevere Education of 
* the Perſians has made inſenſible. Caſſan. 
dana is a young Princeſs, according to thy 
Author, ſent to the Court of A/?yages, there 
to be educated, and yet in that very Court 
is ſhe reproached with having had a ſewer: 
Education from the Perſians. Oh! Madam, 
cry'd the Chevalier, the Princeſs had 2 
zwofold Education, firſt among the Perſians, 
and laſt among the Medes. You ſhould add 
then, reply'd the Marchioneſs, that in order 
to qualify the ſevere Education of the ber. 
ſians, her Father Pharnaſpes was willing ſhe 


ſhould receive a ſecond Education, in 2 


Court where Love was without Delicacy, 
where * blind Pleaſure was its only at- 
tractiue Charm, and where the Women 
thought themſelves deſpis d, when no At. 
tempts were made to enſuare them, 


But how abſurd is it to make the Women 
at the Court of Aſtyages ſay, We are haff) 
to be rid of that Stranger, whom the ſevere 
Education of the Perſians has made inſen- 


2 Vol. I- P · 7. 
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ſible *, when in the very Page preceding, we 
have the Symptoms of the moſt violent 
Love, a mournful Silence, a languiſhing Air, 
a Vivacity of Wit cxtinguiſh'd, and all her 
natural Charms vaniſh'd! Could- the pay 
Ladies of that Court need any Thing more 
to diſcover that Ca//andana was in Love, 
and did not preſent them with #00 perfect a 
Model of diſcreet Conduct F? Is it not na- 
tural, reply'd the Chevalier, to think that 
the Women at the Court of Aſtyages, whoſe 
Hearts were ſo tainted, did not perceive the 
Senſibility of Caſſandana, and that as they 
knew of no Love but what was corporal 9, 
they muſt be ignorant of the tender Effects 
of a Love chaſte and ſprritualiz'd ? 


The Marchioneſs was thorowly pleas'd 
with the Manner in which the Chevalier 
defended the Travels of Cyrus ; for his Argu- 
ments made her as merry as his Expreſſions. 
Word being then brought that the Supper 
was ſery'd in, the Chevalier talk'd a great 


Vol. I. p. 81. 
$ Ibid. p. 52. 
6 Corporaliſer, Vol. II. 
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deal during the Repaſt, and deliver'd abun- 
dance of Paradoxes upon all Manner of 
Subjects. The Artick Salt and Politeneſs 


were the principal Delicacis of the Euter. 
Famment *. r EI 
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The SECOND Conyensarron. 


HE next Morning the Marchi- 
av 4 oneſs ſent for the Chevalier, 

A = "who, the better to qualify him- 
pi 914 ſelf for the further Diſcuſſion 
of the Travels of Cyrus, had ſpent ſome. 
Hours of the Night in reflecting upon the 
fineſt Paſſages of the Book. I fear, ſaid ſhe, 
the Moment ſhe ſaw him, that the Pains 
you roo laſt Nigat | in Defence of the Cyrus 
B 4 have 


p * 
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| have hindred you, as the Poets lay, from 


refreſhing . your Bach by Sleep . If you 
were among the Magi, your Setifes would 
be calm'd by Mw{ck and the Marning S. 
ener. Nevertheleſs, if you pleaſe, and if 
you are not weary of my finding ſo many 
Faults, we will take other Journey with 
Cyrus. Wich all my Heart, Madam, re- 
ply'd the Chevalier; you argue with ſo much 
Wit and good Humour, that J ſhall cer- 
tainly be of your Opinion very ſoon. Cy- 
rus in his Childhood, or rather Youth, has 
but little Impreſſion on you, and I perceive 
that you are not to be pleaſed without the 
Sublime. I have ſome Remarks to offer 
you to Day, Madam, wherein you will find 
the + Surpriſing joyn d to the Natural; for 
the Second and following Books, which we 
are next to conſider, do far excel the 
Firſt. But, ſaid the Marchioneſs, intettupt. 
ng! him, the firſt Book upon which we dil- 
urs d laſt Night, ſeems to me to be the 
mol important Part of the Treatiſe, it be- 
ing that in which Cyrus is moſt active, and 
wherein the Events concern him moſt imme- 


ae 
1 Ibid, e. 303% 03 ener 
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diately. In the reſt of the Book there is 
no Action at all; for the Hero only walks 
about, and meets with Politicians, Philo- 
ſophers, and Divines, that give him Lectures, 
to which he never fails to give Eat, and is 
ſo tractable, and credulous, that he takes 
all they ſay for granted; ſo that theres no 
Invention, no Art, no Variety. 


No Variety I reply d the Chevalier. Has 
not every Journey a particular Motive? Is 
not every Adventure different > What a Di- 
verſity. of Ideas and Inſtructions is there 
upon all manner of important Subjects? 
Alas !. do you reproach the Author with 
want of Variety! Lown, anſwer'd the Mar- 


chionels, that the Author does not repeat 


the ſame Things, and that though he often 
returns back to the ſame Subjects (as for Ex- 
ample to Politicks, to the Diſtinction of 
the three States) there is an Air of Variety 
in the Ideas which he communicates. But 
what I ſay is, that he has not ſufficiently 
vary d his Method of Narration. There is 
too conſtant a Uniformity in the Diſpoſi- 
tion, Turn, and Relation of the Subjects he 
treats of, Every Piece ſeems to be cut out 


by 
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by the ſame Pattern, and the Author has 
been ſo very negligent of Art and Invention, 
that one would take him for the Diſciple of 
that famous Legiſlator of Athens, whom 
he repreſents to us as the declared Enemy 
of Imagination. Ah ! Madam, reply d the 
Chevalier, a little more Indulgence, I be- 
ſeech you. The Subſtance ought to carry 
it here before the Form. The Author did 
not propoſe to write a Romance. Art and 
Invention arc quite out of the Queſtion ; 
and if there be any thing in this Work 


which Tmagination has a Right to lay claim 


to, tis only a few Epiſodes artfully inſerted 
to correct the pernicious Sterility of the 
Didactick Style, and to qualify the auſtere 
Gravity of a ſublime Moral. For Example, 
Iam: charm'd to ſee how Cyrus approaches 
the Magi in the Second Book, with his 
Spouſe Caſſandana. The Pourtraicture of 
"thoſe Philoſophers is admirable. The Hi- 
ſtory of the Amours of * Zoroaſter tranſ 


ports my Soul, and gives it lively and plea- 
ſong' Emotions, But beſides thoſe moving 


The Abbe du Pon 's Diſſertation on the Epick Poem. Tranſ- 
Porte mon ame, & lui cauſe de vive & cherer ſecouſſet. 


Images, 


1 


„é * SF ——_— — — W - 


Conv. II. Travels of Cyrus. 


Images, what a learned Profuſion is there of 
Arguments in Natural Philoſophy, and of the 
Perſian Mythology! I confeſs to you, ſaid the 
Marchioneſs, that the Picture of thoſe Magi 
pleaſed me extremely, and that I have a 

d Veneration' for thoſe pious Her- 
mits of all Ages, who apply'd themſelves 
ſucceſſively to 'Muſick, Prayer, and Study, 


and who * over againſt a Company of Women 


were neither ſevere, nor melancholy, nor 
thoughtful, but agreeable and polite How 
am I charm'd with that Province, f which 
each Sage had in the Empire of Philoſophy ! 
and eſpecially with the Maxim eſtabliſh'd 
among them, That the Sciences were no 


further valuable than they ſerv'd as Steps to 


aſcend to the great Oromazes, and from 
thence to deſcend back to Man. But here 
he. omits to tell us, that another of the 
Maxims among thoſe Magi was, that Plea- 
ſure f is the only moving Spring of Man's 
Heart. Yet this is the very Doctrine which 
the Author aſcribes to them in the Begin- 
ning of his Book, and which at the ſame 


{ 


* Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 62. 
I Ibid. p. 64. Pepartement. 
N Ibid. p. 8. 
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Time he takes to be very pernicious, That 
« which contributed, ſays he, to increaſe 
this Corruption of Mind, Manners, and 
CSentiments (at the Court of Aſtyages) 


vas the new Doctrine fpread every where 


by the Magi, That Pleaſure is the only 
moving Spring ef Man's Heart. For as 
each Man was free to place his Pleaſure 
* according to his Fancy, this Maxim autho- 
© rizd Virtue or Vice, according to every 
* one's Taſte, Humour, or Complexion. 


I queſtion, added the Marchioneſs, whe- 
ther thoſe Magi were to blame, in the main, 
and whether. the Author. was in the right to 
charge the Corruption at the Court of Ec- 
batana, to that which he aſſerts to be their 
Doctrine. For ſince every Man is free * 70 


place his Pleaſure according to his Fancy, in 


Vice or Virtue, this Doctrine ſo much in 
favour of the Freedom of the Will, cannot 
be of itſelf a Source of Corruption ; and for 
my Life, I am not able to diſcover where 
is the Poyſon of ſuch Philoſophy. But af- 
ter the Author has repreſented the Magz to 


us as Corrupters of the Mind, Manners, 


© Thid. 
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and Sentiment, how comes it that he paints 
thoſe ſame Men to us as holy Perſonages 
You would take them (except in the Com- 
pany of Women) for Fathers of the De- 
ſart. Could Cyrus help being prejudic d 
againſt them, knowing the ſecret Poyſon of 
their Morals, of which, no doubt, he was 
informed during his Reſidence at the Court 
of Aſtyages? * At leaſt, how comes it to 
paſs that he had not the Curioſity to ask 


the Archimagus Zoroaſter how he account- 


ed for ſo fatal a Doctrine: 


But, continued the Marchioneſs, it muſt 
be confeſs d, that florid Deſcriptions, and 
captivating Expreſſions hinder the Sight of 
theſe little Inconſiſtencies of the Author, 


and are like thoſe pretty Hills he ſpeaks of 


here, which as they open d made the Objects 
ſeem to fly away 4 There is ſomething 
pleaſant in the Adventures of Zoroaſter. I 
am affected with his Narrative, except in one 
Phraſe, which I think a little indiſcreet, 
where he ſays, I left my Father's Palace, 


® I have already ſeen at Ecbatana ſeveral Magi, who talk the 
ſame Language with Anaximander. Cyrus Vol. II. p. 18. How 
comes it that Cyrus obſerves ſuch a profound Silence my on ſo 
important a Point ? 


t Cyrus p. 63, 
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I was young, was 4 Prince, and did not 
conſult Reaſon 44. The Character he gives 
of that Government in Lycia, which made 
the Men ſubject to the Women, and which 
put the Sceptre into the Hands of our Sex, 
is agreeable and tempting. * The Good. 
Nature of the Sex, ſays our Author, 
prevented all the Miſchiefs of Hrauny. 
But the worſt ont is, that in two or three 
Lines after, we find a Queen dethron'd in that 
ſame Country, by the Ambition of her Kinſ- 
woman; from whence I can't help inferring, 
in ſpite of my ſelf and the Author too, that 
there is not a Pin to chuſe betwixt the Go- 
vernment of Women and that of Men. 


My Heart is melted at the affectionate 
Wiſhes of the honeſt Archimagus, in favour 
of Cyrus, and at his conſtant Tenderneſs for 
the beautiful d clima, who was ſnatch'd from 
him by Death: My only Comfort, ſays he, 
is the * Hopes of ſeeing Jelima again in the 
© Sphere of Fire, the pure Element of Love. 
souls make Acquaintance only, here be- 

1 Cyrus p. 6g. 


*I did. p. 74. 
1 Ibid. p. 88. 
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ſummated. O Selima, Selima ! 1 ſhall joyn 
you again one Day: Our Flame will be 
Eternal. I know that in thoſe ſuperior 


© Regions your Happineſs will not be com- 


« pleat *till I ſhare it with you. They who 
have lovd each other purely will love for 
ever. True Love is immortal! Do but 


obſerve and admire the Fortitude of Zoro-—- 


afrer's Mind, in comforting himſelf with 
the Hopes of ſeeing again, one Day, in the 
Fire, that dear Spouſe of his, whoſe Soul 
had contracted an Acquaintance here below 
with his, and who cannot be compleatly 
happy 'till her fond Husband comes to keep 
her Company in the Fire, the pure Element 
of Love. 


Ho pleaſantly you banter, Madam, ſaid 
the Chevalier! You know how to give a 
comical Turn to the moſt Sublime Subjects: 
As I have not that happy Talent, I muſt 


take Leave to tell you, that I can ſee no- 


thing of Ridicule in it, with all the -Opricts 
I have, and that Zoroaſter could not d- 
cently converſe otherwiſe with Cyrus, wt 


Caſſandana was in Company. Zoroaſter, a 


polite 
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_ polite and gay Philoſopher, was very ſenſible 


that he ſhould infallibly have weary'd the 
Princeſs: by Lectures of Natural Philoſophy, 
and Scraps of Mythology thetefore he en- 
tertains her with the diverting: Story of his 
Amours, and gives her a Syſtem of great 
Conſolation to Women that ate parted by 
Death from their Lovers, or, if you pleaſe, 
their Husbands. And afterwards, while Zo. 
roaſter initiates the Prince in all the Myſte. 
ries of the Oriental Wiſdom, Caſſandana 
conyerſes with the Wives of the Magi, and 
delights herſelf with the Harmony of their 
Concerts. Truly, reply'd the Marchioneſs, 
ſhe did very well to prefer good Muſick be- 
fore chimerical Syſtems, which probably 
would have been as unintelligible to that 
Princeſs as they are to me. For, I con- 
feſs to you, that I have no Notion of 
that Ethereal Matter which is the | Body 
of the + Great Oromazes, whoſe Soul is 
Truth, nor of many other Whimſies, which 
Zoroaſter here pronounces with Gravity. 
Mean Time the Author, reply'd the Che- 
valicr, lays down a Syſtems that is very 


t Ow p. 38. 
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agreeable and magnificent; a Fire pure and 
* divine, expanded in the Spaces of the Em- 
pyreum, by means of which, not only Bo- 
dies but Spirits become viſible, the great 
Oroma ges in the Midſt of this immenſe Fire; 
the God Mythras ſeated near him; around 
his Throne, the Fyngas, the Synoches, the 
Teletarches, the Amilictes, and the Coſino- 
gages. Oh Heavens! cry'd the Marchioneſs, 
what Names! what Creatures are theſe ! 


Arimanius, chief of the Jyngas (conti- 
nued the Chevalier, with a myſterious Smile) 
aſpires to an Equality with the God My- 
thras, and ſtirs up all the Spirits of his 
Order. Oromazes withdraws his Rays, and 
immediately the Sphere of Arimanius be- 
comes a dark Chaos. Mean time, Oromazes 


is affected with Compaſſion for the diſmal 


Condition of thoſe Spirits; he diſſipates 
their Chaos, he diſentangles its Elements, 
and ranges them in Order; and that was the 
Origin of the Creation of the World, that 
is to ſay, of the Sun, and the ſeven Planets, 
including the Earth. The ſlothful gloomy 
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Genii retir'd into Saturn; the impious and 


learned Genii into Jupiter; the quarrelſom 


and vindictive Cenii into Mars; the impure 
Genii into Venus; the weak and wavering 
Minds into Mercury; the capricious and 
fantaſtical Genii into the Moon : All which 
Genii regulate the Influence of the Stars. 


As for the Earth, it was fill'd with Geni; 
of all thoſe Species whom the God Mythras 
is inceſſantly purifying and exaliing*. Thoſe 
who love Virtue fly away, after Death, into 
the Empyreum, where they arc reunited to 
their Origin. Thoſe, on the contrary, who 


ſuffer themſelves to be corrupted by Vice, 


ſink deeper and deeper into Matter, fall ſuc- 
ceſſively into the Bodies of the meaneſt 
Animals, and run thro' a perpetual Circle 
of new Forms, till they arc purg'd of their 
Crime, by the Pains they undergo. At laſt, 
when 9000 Years are expir'd, Arimanns will 
be deſtroy'd and exterminated, the univerſal 
Harmony will be reſtor'd, and Men will live 
happy, without any bodily Want. Is it 


* Cyrus, p. 112. Souls that are in a State of Perfection do not 
deſire everlaſting Happineſs barely as a Condition that afferds 
them . Pleaſure, Joy, or Deliverance from the Sufferings of this 
Life, but as a State that exalrs, that purifies, that conſummares our 
Love. M. de Fenelon's Life, printed in Holland, p. 66. | 

poſlible 


r © £m T_T 


Conv: IT, Travels of Cyrus. 


poſſible not to be captivated with the 
Charms of theſe Doctrines * ? 


How fine is all this! ſaid the Marchioneſs. 
I ſeriouſly own that this Expoſition makes 
a wonderful Picture; but you will conteſs 
that there's not a great deal of good Senſe 
in it, Where is the Proof of all theſe 
aſtoniſhing Suppoſitions 2 The Prince is a 
mere Fool to admire thoſe ſublime Diſco- 
yeries, which ſeem to me to be a mon- 
ſtrous Medley of the Phyſico-Theology of 
the Perſian Philoſophers, with the extra- 
vagant Religion of the Vulgar. I can't 
forbear laughing, when 1 ſee Cyrus forgive 
Zoroaſter for not producing any Proof, and 
proceed immediately to the Conſequences: 
© I am therefore, ſaid he f, a Ray of Light 
© emitted from its Principle, and I am to 
return to it. You raiſe within me an in- 
exhauſtible Source. of Pleaſures, which I 
knew not before. Adverſity may here- 
after ſhock me, but will never overwhelm 
me. All the Misfortunes of Life will ap- 
* pear to me as tranſitory Dreams. 
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Conſider, Madam, ſaid the Chevalier, that 
Men were not formerly ſo unbelieving as 
they are now. When Anchiſes, in the 
HEneid, explains to Aneas the Syſtem of the 
World, and the Immenſity of the Divine 
Being which animates it, together with the 
Nature and Deſtiny of Souls, Aneas hearkens 
to him with Attention, and believes. Would 
you haye had our Author to have made 
Cyrus a cavilling Difputant ? No, ſaid the 
Marchioneſs, but] could wiſh he had made 
a Man of Senſe of him. Virgil was not for 
making Aneas diſpute with his Father in 
the Z/y/zan Fields, where he could have no 
Manner of Suſpicion of whatever was 
taught him, becauſe Anchiſes was ſuppos'd 
to be at the Fountain of Truth, and in a 
Sort of a State of Infallibility. But this 
cannot be {aid of the Diſcourſe made by Zo- 
roaſter 3 and Cyrus is in the wrong to take 
him at his Word, . becauſe every Thing 
which that Archimagus tells him, is full of 
Difficulties, which are enough to ſtartle the 


meaneſt Capacity, In a Word, I ſay it once 
more, I think Caſ/ſandane was happy that 


ſhe 
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ſhe was out of the Hearing of all this Con- 
verſation. 


What! reply'd the Chevalier, is it poſſible 
you were not taken with thoſe ſumptuous 
Images * which atiſe from Subjects in Natural 
Philoſophy,ſo learnedly explain'd by Zoroaſter? 
That's what they call the Excellency of Philo- 
ſophy. Truly, ſaid the Marchioneſs, I know 
not what you find of the Marvellous in it : 
My Son, who ſtudied Philoſophy but laſt 
Year, knows as much as all that comes to, 
and tho' I am no Scholar, I have read the 
very ſame Thing in I know not how many 
Books. But what aſtoniſhes me, is to ſee 
Zoroaſter in the Dreſs of a modern Philo- 
ſopher : You know that the Antients were 
miſerable Naturaliſts. Do you make no 
Account, ſaid the Chevalier, of that diſtinct 
and clear Expoſition of all thoſe Philoſophical 
Tenets, which carries with it the Apparatus 
of a laborious Sagacity ? This challenges 
your Praiſe with Authority f. What can 
be more ingenious than the Turn the Au- 
thor has invented to make Zoroaſter, with 


Abbe du Pons's Difſertation on Epick Poetry. 
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Impunity, a ſtaunch Carteſian 9: © The Chat- 
* deans, the Egyptians, and the Gymnoſo- 
* phiſts, had a wonderful Knowledge of 


Nature, but they wrapt it up in Allego- 
© rical Fables. And this, doubtleſs, is the 


* Reaſon that venerable Antiquity has been 
* reproached with Ignorance in Natural Phi- 
* loſophy.. Thus the courteous Zoroaſter 
has only ſtripp'd the Allegory of its obſcure 
Pageantry, being convinc'd that it does not 
always deſerve the Honour of Myſtery. 


Be but conſiſtent with yourſelf, reply'd 
the Marchioneſs. You arc the declared 
Enemy of the Antients ; You reproach them 
inceſſantly with Ignorance of Method, and 
of Natural Philoſophy, and yet you eſtabliſh 
an Apologctick Maxim in their Favour, 
which the boldeſt of their Admirers would 
not preſume to advance. Moreover, what 
are theſe Allegorical Fables, in which new 
Diſcoveries are wrapp'd up? The Author 
would be very much puzzled, if he was 
preſſed to point them out to us. You arc 
entertain d, ſaid the Chevalier, with the 
brighteſt Novelty, and that it may come to 


6 Crus, Vol. I. p. 89. 
you 
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you with a Sanction, tis preſented to you 
with the venerable Air of Antiquity, and 
yet you are not ſatisfied. But, Madam, he 
added, why do you think there is ſuch an 
impenetrable Obſcurity in what Zoroaſter 
ſays, when he teaches that the Ætherial 
Matter ig the Body of the Great Oromazes, 
whoſe Soul is Truth * ? and that the Soul of 
the Great Oſiris forſook his Body, which is 
Nature r? Who ſhould ennoble Phy/icon 
Theology with ſuch great and lofty Characters, 
but Men of refind and exalted Talents? 
Say rather, reply'd the Marchioneſs with an 
Air of Vivacity, that tis the Talent of ſuch 
to throw Darkneſs upon the cleareſt Objects. 
Let us dive no farther into theſe enthuſiaſtical 
Chimæras. Idon'tpretend to more Senſe than 
Caſſandana. She was not reckon'd worthy 
of theſe fine Diſcoveries, nor am I willing 
to give myſelf the Trouble of inquiring 
into them any farther, But, ſhe added, tis 
remarkable that, in reading the Author's 
Diſcourſe upon Mythology, 1 had a Glimpſe 
of his Deſign, He inſinuates that he has 
found out a Syſtem of Religion, common 


* Cyrus, p. 98. 
t Ibid. p. 192. 
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to all the Nations of, Antiquity. But I own 
to you, that all that he ſays here is paſt 
my Comprehenſion, Vet the Matter ought 
to have been ſo clearly made out, that there 
would have been no need to turn to that 
Diſcourſe, but in Hopes of a further Ex. 
planation. 


'Tis plain, reply'd the Chevalier, that you 
are a Stranger to the Pleaſure there is in 
tinding out the Senſe of an obſcure Paſſage *. 
The Gods have ſpread a Sacred, Veil ovet 
' Religion, which opens and vaniſhes, when 
* the Eyes of the Underſtanding are able to 
* ſupport its Brightneſs,” By diving into this 
Syſtem, which you think too clear, that of 
the Zewiſh Religion is explain'd of Courſe, 
as appears from the Concluſion of Cyras's 
Travels. Therefore don't reproach the Au- 
thor any more for talking ænigmatically; 
Tis Zoroaſter that ſpeaks f. After having 
collected himſelf inwardly, Je concenters 
and confines himſelf in his Spiritual Na- 
ure 9; and thus repreſents the Sublime 
Flight of an Enthuſiaſt : * * Spirits of this 


us, p. 197. 
i id. p. 104. 
6 Mr. Ramſay's Life of Fenelon, Dutch Edit. p. 45. 
*I did. p. 47. 
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© Caſt love Figures that are bold and hyper- 


* bolical, Expreſſions that are brisk and 


* lively, and Turns that are humorous : 


Being Imitators of fair Nature, they neg- 


© let to range Phraſes methodically, and 


* adorn the Whole with a lovely Confu- 
* ſton, wherein every Thing is Sentiment, 
© without Art, 


Let us juſt touch upon it, ſaid the Mar- 
chioneſs. That Oriental Learning which 
the Author has endeavour'd to ſpiritualize, 
is ſtrangely diſplac d. Becauſe he ons that 
the Greeks had the ſame Gods as the Egyp- 
tians, though under different Names, the 
Syſtem of the Greeks Rcligion is very well 
known to us, and therefore it was neceſlary to 
adopt it. An Author is really to be pitied, 
reply d the Chevalier. Tis expected he ſhould 
produce ſomething thats new and bold, and 
when he has done ſo, the Critick grumbles at 
him for it. If Mr. Ramſay had tack'd his 


Theological Ideas to thoſe of the Greek and 


Latin Poets, then it would have been ſaid 
infallibly, thats very wonderful, all the 
World knows as much. Therefore, in 
order to deceive his Readers agrecably, he 


was 
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was obliged to the far - fetch d Ornaments 


of the Oriental Bearning. There is, more- 
over, a Kind of Pleaſure in unmasking thoſe 
ſtrange Deities which I ſhould be apt to 
call Perſian and Egyptian Monſters. That's 
a Pleaſure I don't envy you, ſaid the Mar- 
chionels ; tis not very engaging. How comes 
Mr. Ramſay, whom his fond Admirer calls 
the Diſciple of the Archbiſhop of Cambray, 
to ramble ſo far out of his Maſter's Route: 
Telemachus travels into Egypt, where he 
meets with an Egyptian Prieſt, with whom 
he talks of a Deity. But this great Prelate, 
who (without Offence to Mr. Ramſay) had 
juſter Notions of Antiquity, was far from 
making a vain Paradc with prolix Learning, 
which only impoſes upon the ignorant 
Vulgar: He knew that to keep ſo cloſely 
to the Dogmatical Style, made the Nar- 
ration dull and tireſome. He was fatisfied 
with rendering himſelf intelligible to all 
Mankind, and deſpis'd the trifling Honour 
of being a laborious Compiler. But, ſaid 
the Chevalier, are not you amply made 
Amends by that florid Deſcription of the 
Happineſs enjoy'd by Cyrus and Caſſandana? 
Has he not ſhewn a great deal of Art in re- 

3 preſenting 
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preſenting the Duration of it ſo ſhort, and 
in the Hurry he is in to acquaint the Rea- 
der of that Princeſss Death? Undoubtedly 
he has, ſaid the Marchioneſs ; for ſhe had 
prov'd a Clog to Cyrus in his long Journies; 
and, moreover, her Death gives him an Oc- 
caſion to go again in Queſt of the Magi, 
and to court Solitude with them for his 
Conſolation. 


You have triumph'd, Madam, in this ſe- 


cond Book, ſaid the Chevalier ; but ſurely 
it will be my Turn to boaſt in that which 
we are to examine next, Cyrus was no 
| ſooner arrived upon the Coaſt of Arabia 
Felix, but he meets a venerable old Man, 
named Amenophis. Tho a Court Favourite, 
he was the Sport of Fortune, and yet a Man 
of ſo ſublime a Character and Sentiments, 
that he challeng d both Love and Amiration *. 
Being betray d by the ungratetul Amaſis, who 
ow'd his Advancement to him, he loſes the Fa- 
vuor of Apries King of Egypt, whole Crown 
this Traitor uſurps. This Story is a Picture, 
which, in my Opinion, richly deſerves the At- 


* Appelle a ſoi  Admiration & Amour, Abbe du Pons's Diſſer- 
tation on the Epick Poem. 
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tention of all Monarchs. How bold are the 
Strokes! How fine the Expreſſion, and the 
Coloutings'! Town, reply'd the Marchio- 
neſs, that J read that Paſſage with Pleaſure, 
but nothing ſo much affected me as that 
Couragious Spirit which the Author diſco- 
vers, and which is ſo rare to be found 
among our French Writers. But I queſtion 
whether he has not thought alittle too freely. 
Perhaps he will find- no Favour from thoſe 
that ate nice Judges. | All that I know of 
the Matter is, that at the End of this Hiſtory 
he deviates totally from Probability. In 
order to bring Amenophis, who was detain d 
in a dark Priſon, acquainted with Arobal, 
he feigns, that this Arobal, who is 
alſo a Priſoner, and wants to make his 
Eſcape, penetrates through the Priſon Wall 
of Amenophis, and gets into his Chamber, 
* thinking, probably, to force his Way into 
the Fields. They are afterwards both con- 
demned to the Mines, where they have 
no othcr Comfort than to reaſon upon the 
Nature of the Stones and Metals, which they 
obſerve by the Glimmering of the Lamps, 


® Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 147. 
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and where, like two Towrneforts, they are 
at Hand to catch Nature in the Fact. But 
a Stroke equally terrible and unexpected re- 
ſtores them to Liberty. The ſubterrancous 
Fires break their Priſon, in order to break 
that of our Captives. A horrid Noiſe was 
heard, f the Shocks redoubled, the Earth 
ſeemd to groan. In a Word, thoſe Fires 
impetuouſly open a Paſſage for the two Pri- 
ſoners, into a ſpacious Cave, and that 
which threaten'd them with Death procur'd 
them Liberty, They walk a long Time by 


the Light of their Lamps, before they ſee 


the Day. At length they. are come to an 
old Temple, conſecrated to Oſris, near the 
Arabian Gulph. 


A conſiderate Reader, ſaid the Mar- 
chioneſs, will, upon this, make ſeveral 
Reflections. In the firſt place, how a vio- 
lent. Shock of the Earth, excited by ſub- 
terraneous Fires, which was enough to 
have ſwallow'd and bury d our two Spe- 
culators, could open them a Paſſage, and 
turn them up ſo happily out of the Bowels 
of the Earth? Secondly, how their dim 


T Cyrus Vol. I. p. 150. 
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Lamps came not to be extinguiſh'd, when 
the Noiſe and Confuſion was ſo great? were 
they re-kindled by thoſe ſubterrancous Fires. 
In ſhort, how can we imagine our Priſoners 
thrown, without receiving any Damage, in- 
to a ſpacious Cave, which opens to con- 
duct them to an old Temple, where they 
were to add an ex Yoto to the Bas Relievs's 
of the Altar, Surely the great Naturaliſt, 
Zoroaſter, would have been very much at 
a Loſs to have given a natural Account of 
this Phænomenon, and would, undoubt- 
edly, have aſcribd it to a Victory of My- 
thras, over Arimanius. 


Politick Reflections, ſaid the Chevalier, 
never gave me any Offence*, I have always 
obſerv d, that criminal Alluſions only pleaſe 
chimerical Underſtandings, and you are in 
the right not to patronize them. As to the 
Eſcape under Ground, give me Leave to tell 
you, that you are too obſervant, and that 
your Eyes, as penetrating as thoſe of Zoro- 
after, have no + need of Optic Glaſſes to 


* Abbe de Pons's Diſſertation on the Epick Poem Ne mou 
james affecte d aucun ſc andale. | 
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magnify Objects, and bring them near. Like 
him, your Spirit ſees farther than the Eye 
can reach to. However, you ought to prize 
the Dexterity of the Author, who ſo lightly 
ſlides over that Paſſage, and tells the Fact 
with ſo much Art, that if it be not read 
with Attention, one does not perceive that 
there want certain Lights and Shades of 
Probability. He had no need of ſo much 
Art for the fine Paſſage that follows; which 
is the Deſcription of Egypt, taken from 
Diodorus of Sicily, Herodotus, and Sirabo. 
I own, ſaid the Marchioneſs, that the De- 


_ ſcription is free, but I remember to have 


read the greateſt Part of it elſewhere, and 
undoubtedly the Author had it from the 
ſame Sources. I could wiſh that a little 
more Method had been obſerv'd in the Ac. 
count; for he makes the Egyptian Prieſts 
talk, and at the ſame Time ſeems to ſpeak 
himſelf; ſo that one wou'd be apt to ſay, 
he has not been able to conceal his Petty 
Larceny. Beſides, I don't like ſome fabu- 
lous Touches which he interſperſes in the 
Hiſtory of that Kingdom ; ſuch as this, for 


Example ; * © Nature. was then obedicnt to 


* Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 164, 163. 
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« the Sages; they could put all its hidden 
«* Springs in Motion. They produc'd the 
* moſt amazing Prodigies whenever they 
<* pleasd. The aerial Genii were ſubject to 
them. They had frequent Intercourſe 
with the ætherial Spirits, and ſometimes 
with the pure Intelligences that inhabit 
© the Empyreum. I believe, indeed, that 
the Egyptian Prieſts told all theſe Stories to 
the common People, but-how ridiculous does 
it make Cyrus, to ſuppoſe him ſo weak to give 
Ear to ſuch Stuff! And what do thoſe Prieſts, 
that preach ſuch Nonſenſe to Cyras, take 
him to be, when they tell him very gravely, 
That f the Arts of Imitation, Poeſy, Mu- 
« ſick, Painting, every thing within the Pro- 
< vince of the Imagination, are but Sports 
© of the Mind, in compariſon of the ſub. 
© lime Sciences known by the firſt Men? 
I cannot conceive why the Author, who puts 
Cyrus upon Travelling, with a View only 


to form his Underſtanding, makes his Inter- 


locutors talk in ſuch a manner. What Be- 
nefit can a Prince reap from ſo abſurd a 
Converſation, where, under Pretence only 
of enlightning his Reaſon, War is prepoſte- 


i Crus, Vol. L p. 164. 
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rouſly declar'd againſt the Imagination; and 
where the Aim is to render thoſe Arts con- 
temptible, which all your Author's Philoſo- 


phy can never depreciate in the Eſteem of 


Men of Senſe? 


You are a little too critical upon the Au- 
thor's Ideas, reply'd the Chevalier, Pray 
mind his General Plan. He endeayours eve- 
ry where to trace the Knowledge of the 
three States of Man, and with a philoſophi- 
cal Imagination he deſcribes the Syſtem of 
the Religion of the Zgyptians, and keeps 
up exactly to their Idiom. Charge certain 
Obſcurities to the Prieſts. They ought not 
to be plac'd to the Author's Account. I 
know, reply'd the Marchioneſs, Mr. Ram- 
ſay's Plan. But Cyrus had already learn d 
that curious Syſtem among the Magi, and 
all that he is entertain'd with here, is a 
Repetition of the ſame Things under diffe. 


rent Names. 


The Marchioneſs ſeem d deſitous to call 
another Cauſe, and ſome Viſitors coming in 
at the ſame Time, the Diſcourſe upon Cyrus 
was dropp d for that Day. 1 
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Wo Days were expir'd, during 
05 ok 50 which the Marchioneſs ſhew d 


_ - The Fyngas, the Cof- 
mogoges, the Amilictes, Oromazes, Mythras, 
Arimanius had ſo ftunn'd her, that ſhe was 
not willing to have her Head fill'd with any 


more of thoſe chimerical Ideas, and dreaded 
| D 2 the 
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the very Thoughts of them. Mean Time 
the Chevalier, who perceiy d her  Diſtaſte, 
was very ſorry for it, and impatient to 
the laſt Degree, to revive the, Converſation 
upon the Book. The Marchioneſs ſaw what 
he wanted, and thought, that in Complai- 
ſance, ſhe ought to have a little more Chat 
with him upon Cyrus. Sir, ſaid ſhe, I cant 
deny giving you your Revenge. I know 
you would not like me if I did not go og 
with the Examination which we have begun, 
but I very much fcar that you will be no 
more a Gainer by it than you have been hi. 
therto: This is really playing on, though 
you loſe. Madam, reply'd the Chevalier, 1 
may play on, for let my Loſs. be what it 


will, I ſhall never exhauſt the Eſteem which 


I have for Cyrus. Beſides, in the Sequel of 
this Book, the Odds will appear to be very 
great on my Side, becauſe there's a Mixture 
throughout, of the tile dulci, the Sublime 
and the Agreeable, the Superficial and the 
Solid. For Inſtance, ſaid he, where you 
find Cyrus and Araſpes embarking for Greece, 
pray attend to the Diſcourſe of thoſe learned 


and amiable Travellers, upon the Fiſh, upon 


the Beds of Salt and Bituminous Matter, 
upon 
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upon the Weight of each Grain of Salt, up- 
1 on the Ebbing and Flowing of the Tide, 
5 upon the Influence of the Moon, which 
cauſes thoſe regular Motions. The Author, 

4 ſaid the Marchioneſs, expreſſes himſelf ele- 
gantly upon thoſe Subjects, and treats them 
accurately; but I own to you, I think the 
whole is miſplacd. Is it worth the while 
to put a Prince upon Travelling, to hear 
Lectures of Natural Philoſophy, which he 
*might eaſily have learn'd without going 
from his Court? When we are told of poor 
Wretches condemn'd to the Mines, there 
comes immediately a ſhort Diſſertation upon 
Stones and Minerals. Are Cyrus and Araſ- 
pes a- board a Veſſel? They are made to 
diſcourſe upon the Nature and Properties of 
the Sea. They ſay Things that are ſenſible, 
but then they are common and trivial. But 
if while they were arguing about the Brack- 
iſhneſs of the Sea, they had aſcribd it to 
the Excrements of the Fiſh, as a certain 
modern Philoſopher has done, it would 
have been pleaſant and diverting; or, in 
ſhort, if ſome primitive Naturaliſt had hap- 
pen'd in Cyrus's Way, to have told him, for 
inſtance, that Fire is a very dull, heavy 
Element, this, at leaſt, would have been 
D 3 merry; 
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merry; but I am told Things that I knew 


before, and ſo did every body elſe. In 
truth, 'tis pity, that ſome Rainbow had not 
appecar'd in the Clouds, while Cyrus was on 
his Travels, becauſe we ſhould have had a 
learned Explication of that Meteor. For 
my part, I am heartily vex'd to find no 


Storms of Wind, Hail, Thunder, or Rain 


in Mr. Ramſay's Book, no exceſſive Heats, 
nor Colds. I ſhould have heard the Caule 
of all thoſe Effects, or rather, he would 
have recalld to my Remembrance what I 
have been told upon that Head, by an inge- 
nious Member of the Academy of Sciences, 
But fince the Author was for making a Dil- 
play of his Skill in Natural Philoſophy, he 
ought, at leaſt, to have fix'd upon ſuch Arti- 


_ . cles as had relation to the Country where the 


Scene was : For inſtance, every one knows 
that in Egypt it never rains nor thunders. 
Therefore, during the Time that Cyrus ſtay'd 
in that Kingdom, I ſhould have been pleaſed 
to have met with ſome Reaſon in Nature 


for that Particular. 


Pray Madam, reply'd the Chevalier, do 
but obſerve the Author's juſt and plain Way 
| of 
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of Thinking and Expreſſion. Cyrus, as we 
may call it, goes thro a ſhort Courſe of Natural 
Philoſophy, under the Archimagus Zoroaſter; 
+ The Underſtanding of this Prince im- 
provd as he advanc d in Tears. His Taſte 
and his Genius led him to the Study of the 
ſublime Sciences; conſequently it was but 
natural for him to ſhew, that he was the 
ö wiſer for the Lecture of that great Philoſo- 
pher. Your Anſwer is very good, reply d 
the Marchioneſs ; but how comes it that 
* Araſpes, whoſe Temper was gay, and his 
Judgment ſolid at the ſame Time, does not 
ſtart a Converſation more judicious, more 
delicate, and more agreeable? He had ſeen 
I know not how many Things in Egypt: 
Had he nothing to ſay to Cyrus, relating to 
the Wonders of this Country, which have 
excited the Curioſity of the greateſt Men of 


Antiquity ? 


I hate to ſee a Character in a Work 
which neither ſpeaks nor acts. Verily, 
Araſpes is a ſtupid Ignoramus, unleſs 


4 Travels of Cyrus, Vol, I. p. 60. 
® Ibid. p. 33. 
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he be a religious and faithful Pupil of Py- 
thagoras. He diſcovers ſome {light Alarms, 
for fear he ſhould loſe the Friend ſhip of Cy- 
74s, talks next of Fiſh, and that's all he 
ſays. | / Are. theſe the Features by which we 
may diſtinguiſh a * Man that was born for 
Arms as well as formd for a Court, and 


- who was qualify'd for every thing both in 


Peace and War ? When an Author has 
fixd the Character of an Hero, ought he not 
to repreſent him afterwards, conformably to 
the Idea which he has given of him to the Rea- 
der? Araſpes would have pleas d me, or 
rather, would not have diſoblig'd me, if 
he had. contributed to the Inſtruction of 
Cyrus. Could he not have ſaid, at leaſt, 
what the Author has thought fit to ſay him- 
* as a grave Hiſtorian 2 


Another Fault, which J have not yet men- 
tion d, continued the Marchioneſs, is our Au- 
thor's ſcrupulous Formality in the Journey. 
Cyrus. no ſooner comes to a Town, but Mr. 
Ramſay gives a Geographical Deſcription of 


it, and an Hiſtorical Account of all that he 


® Cyrus p. $3- 
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can find out in it: Which puts me in mind of 
a half · witted Author, who, in his Relation 
of the Journey of the Spaniſs Infanta to 
France, gave us a fine Hiſtory of all the 
Towns ſhe paſſed thro', which was Matter 
to adorn. the Mercury for a whole Year. 
For. Example, what has Cyrus to do with 
the Hiſtory of Anaxanarides and Ariſton, 
who were both Kings of Lacedæmon at the 
ſame Time? Has the Hero of the Book any 
Share in their Adventures ? 


But, Madam, reply'd the Chevalier, is 
there not a vaſt deal of Wit and Genius 
in thoſe inſtructive Particulars? All the 
time that Cyrus is at Lacedemon, does he 
not keep up the Port of a Prince with Digs 
nity ? He is not a Hero ficritiguſſy * great: 
All his Views are turn'd cither to Politicks 
or Arms. Tis Chilo who gives Cyrus a 
liuing Repreſentation | of the Laws, Man- 
ners, and Form of Government of Lace- 
dæmon I own, ſaid the Marchioneſs, 


that there are ſome Beauties in this Detail, 


but really I can't bear to ſee how the Au- 


* Preface to the Iſle of Reaſon has ficti vement. 
4 Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 211, | 
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thor brings them in. After having told me 
that the wiſe Spartan was going to diſcourſe 
with Cyrus, I perceive that *tis Mr. Ramſay 
himſelf who ſpeaks to me, and learnedly 
deals out the Hiſtory of the Revolutions of 
Lacedæmon, while Cyrus is gone to the 
Council of the Gerontes, or old Senators 
eſtabliſh'd by Lycurgus. Is there not a great 
deal of Art in it? Chzlo and Cyrus don't 
join Converſation till a long Time after. 
As for Araſpes, he is not to be reckon'd, he 
is a ſilent Prince: But T am vaſtly pleaſed 
to ſee a young Prince, like Cyrus, ſhock'd 
at thoſe publick Aſſemblies, where the young 
Girls, almoſt naked , and the Boys probably 
the ſame, contended for the Prize in Run- 
ning, Wreſtling, and Dancing. But at the 
ſame Time I am a little diſtutb'd to hear 
the Philoſopher Chz/o ares Mi in 
Defence of this dangerous Cuſtom, that 
Lycurgus thought it poſſible to deaden the 
Fire of voluptuous Deſires, by accuſtoming 


the Eye ſometimes to thoſe Objects which 


excite them +. 1s not this Philoſophy ſome- 
what cynical ? 


, Cyrus P- 216. 
{ Ibid. p. 218. 
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For my own Part, reply'd the Chevalier, 
tho' it ſhould vex you, I maintain that the 
Moral is very judicious. Don't we every 
Day ſee Men, who, after having liv'd a 
long Time like Recluſes from the World, 
have render d themſelves ridiculous by their 
fooliſh Paſſion, as ſoon as they have 
ſeen pretty Women ? If their Eyes had 
been accuſtom d to them, they would have 
ſtood their Charms with more Safety. But 
in this Part of the Book let us rather con- 
ſider the uſeful Laws, the Military Diſcipline, 
the prudent and auſtere Education of their 
Children, thoſe Games and Feaſts at which 
they were both merry and wiſe, and, above 
all, that problematick Style which ſometimes 


prevails in the Diſcourſes of Chile and Cyrus, 


and is the more ingenious, becauſe tis not 
dangerous to take either Side of the Pro- 
blem. 


I own, reply'd the Marchioneſs, that 1 
read all that relates to the Lacedemonian 
Government with a great deal of Pleaſure. 
But the following is a Paſſage which I don't 
think juſt: As all was in common in this 

Republick, 
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Republick, thoſe Vices (that is to ſay Thefts 
and Robberies) could have no Place there *. 
To ſhew the Falſhood of this Reflection, 
we need only ſuppoſe that one or two Ci- 


tizens ſhould offer to monopolize the pub. 


lick Revenues, would not the Robbery in 
that Caſe be the ſame at Lacedæmon as 
elſewhere ? That's a deep-thought Criticiſm, 


reply'd the Chevalier, and you ſpare no In- 
vention to convince me of the Author's ab- 


ſurd Concluſion, that from the Commonneſs 
of all Things at Lacedæmon, Vices could 


not have Place there. Nevettheleſs he 


means that this Nation was not like ours, 


under the Empire of Concupiſcence and 


Vice, becauſe the + Principle of Property 
was baniſh'd from that virtuous Republick. 


But howeyer, continu'd he, you were 
pleaſed with the Method which the Author 


took to ſhew his Hero the Military Diſci- 


pline of Greeceh. Tis Leonidas who, upon 


the Road, inſtructs Cyrus and Araſpes mounted 
upon two proud Steeds. They ride to- 


* Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 228. 
1 Eſprit proprietaire, Dict. Neol. 
$ Cyrus, p. 225, 


gether 
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gether into a Plain, where the Troops were 
aſſembled to paſs in Review before Cyrus, 
and toſhew him all the Exerciſe in Uſe among 
the Greeks, Mr. Ramſay is thoroughly 
vers d in the Tacticks, and expreſſes himſelf 
like a Man that knows every Term in the 
Heroes Art. I have made a Remark, 
reply'd the Marchioneſs, that the Au- 
thor has copied the Deſcription of a real 
ferious Battle, in order to give Cyras an in- 
ſtructive Idea of Military Exercifes. Chilo 
has given a living Repreſentation of the 


Laws of Sparta; but here * Leonidas gives a 
murderous Repreſentation of the Laws of 


War: © They ruſh one againſt another with 
© Pikes ported; Each Phalanx advances in 
© cloſe Order, Buckler join d to Buckler, 
* Helmet to Helmet, Man to Man ; the 


two Bodies attack, mix, fight, break thro? 


* each other's Ranks. The Beſieged ſbower 
* down Stones and Darts. And all this, 
nevertheleſs, without any Blood ſhed by 
Mr. Ramſay. For, ſays he, in Time of 
Peace a noble Emulation is kept up in their 


Vol. I. pr 237. 


Minds, 
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Minds, without Enmity, and without ſhed- 
ding Blood. But thoſe Warriors muſt have 
been very dexterous to ſhower down Stones 
and Darts, without killing any-body. I 
confeſs, reply'd the Chevalier, that the Battle 
is pretty warm, and that Mr. Ramſay might 
well have ſhed ſome Blood, without knowing 
or intending it ; but in the Deſcription of 
a Battle, 'tis a hard Matter to keep the 
Fancy from ſoaring beyond Bounds, and the 
Tranſition is very eaſy, from a Battle that 
is feignedly * warm, to an Action really 
bloody. That is as much as to ſay, reply'd 
the Marchioneſs, that the Author in this 
Paſſage is like the Children that fight in, Jeſt 
at firſt, and come to down-right Blows at 


laſt. 


But, ſhe added, what ſay you of the 
Adventures of Periander King of Corinth? 
Really I can't bear to think that the In- 
terment of that King's Son Lycophron ſhould 
be an Occaſion for the Author's giving us 
the whole Hiſtory of his Reign, Is it not 
horribly indecent to make Procles the Prince 


* Fiflivement, Iſle of Reaſon, 


\ 
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of Epidaurus entertain a violent Paſſion for 
Meliſſa, that is to ſay, his own Daughter? 
The Author feigns that Meliſſa was Heireſs 
to the Crown of Arcadia. Is it tolerable 
to fallify, to ſuch a Degree, Facts that are 
{ſo notorious, and taken from the moſt 
common Books? At that time Truth and 
Falſhood were ſtrangely confounded in his 
Imagination. But is this keeping to what 
he promis d in his Preface ? The only Li- 
© berty I have indulged myſelf in, is, to 
* throwCircumſtances and Characters into my 
© Hiſtorical Epiſodes, to render my Narration 
more inſtructing and affecting. We may 
judge of the Circumſtances which the Au- 
thor has thrown into his Narration by the 
following. He reports how Meliſſa eſcap d 
out of her Priſon : The Perſon, ſays be, 
* under whoſe Charge Procles had left her, 
offer d to conduct her to Corcyra with her 
© Son, and they all Three eſcap'd by a ſub- 
terrancous Paſſage Mr. Ramſay is very 
fond of Paſſages under Ground. They al- 
ways run in his Head, and he knows no 


other Way of bringing himſelf off, eſpe- 


Cially when he is to promote the Eſcape of 
Priſoners, We have already ſeen that he 
cmploy d 
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employ d a ſubterraneous Paſſage for the De- 
liverance uf Amenophis and Arobal, however 


then he told us whither that Paſſage led, whereas 


here he does not mention it, and only 
leaves us to gueſs it. But I am obliged to 
him for the ſuccinct Account he gives us, 
like a dry Gazetteer, that Cyrus went to 
Argos, from Argos to Mycenæ, from Mycenæ 
to Hicyon, from Sicyon to Thebes : For | 
ſhould have been ſurfeited, if he had ob- 
ſery'd his uſual Method here, and rold me 
every Incident that happen'd in the ſeveral 
T 5 he paſſed thro". 

I apa that, ſaid the Chevalier, for 
wiſe and prudent Management, which you 
are pleasd to find Fault with. The Au- 
thor, in regard to Corinth, meets with 
an Hiſtorical Fact, which is capable of Em- 
belliſnment, and makes Choice of it excluſive 
of others. Is not this acting like a Man 
of Senſe ? I give you up the ſubterrancous' 
Paſſages as nothing more than a Repetition 


of Ideas, which is not in the Strain of a 


Philoſopher. But, he added, we are now 
come to a Paſſage, where I am confident 
that all your Remarks will be Notes of Ad- 

miration. 
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miration. Cyrus arrives at Athens; the 
Scene is open d by a magnificent Deſcrip- 
tion of the Royal Palace. But, as ill Luck 
would have it, ſaid the Marchioneſs, Ar- 
chitecture and Sculpture were not come to 
that Pitch of Perfection in don Time, as 
the Author ſuppoſes. He carries me to the 
Age of Pericles, What, ſaid the Chevalier, 
would you eſtimate a Work of this Nature 
by Chronological Calculations ? Nothing 
could affect me more delicately. But, ſaid he, 
when Piſſſtratus comes to treat of State Af+ 
fairs, what a Maſter is he of the Style of great 
Politicians ! Who can forbear devoting his 
Attention to him? This, Cyrus does to Per- 
fection, reply'd the Marchioneſs, for the 
Prince not only devotes his Attention, but 
ſeems as if he had vow'd Silence. In ſhort, 
this fourth Book appears to have been form'd 
entirely after the Model of the former ; the 
Mechaniſm is the ſame ; and the Deſcrip- 
tions of the Towns, the Hiſtorical Incidents, 
the Political Maxims, the ſame. Cyrus was 


at Lacedæ mon to ſee how they fought by 


Land: He comes to Athens to ſee a Sea- 
Fight, and here the Author is guilty of the 
E | very 
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very ſame Fault: * The Ships at firſt fall 


| * back, then advance, and bear down. u 


. each other with Fury; They break and 


lit one another with their pointed Beaks, 

* © tipped with Iron. Some run againſt the 
© Prow, ſome againſt the, Poop, others 
. againſt the Sides, while the Ships that are 
artack'd. put out their Oars to break the 

4 Violence of the Shock. The two Fleets 
* grapple, and come to cloſe Engagement. 
is ere, the Soldicrs leap ſrom one Ship to 
another. There they lay Bridges to Bak 
© over into the Enemies Veſſels. The Sea 
of is already cover'd with Men ſwimming for 
their Lives upon the broken Oars, and the 
„ Benches of the Rowers "Tis plain that 


the Author does not know the Value of the 


Athenian Ships, for the piercing and ſplitting 
of them gives him no Pain. 


May I never hope, (aid the Chevalier, that 
ou will give the Author ſome Praiſc free 


that important Detail which he gives o the 


te Paſſage which is Comma ' d, tho' quoted eactiy from 
.Ramſay's French, p. 3:8.. is omitted in his EugHjWM . 
i Ours d Exception? Dict. Neol. | 
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Revolutions that happen'd in the Reign of 
Prfitratus * This King of Athens relates 
them with ſuch a Grace, and ſuch Orna- 
ments, that tis impoſſible not to admire 
them. The Ladies eſpecially muſt applaud 
that generous Part, ated by his affectionate 
Spouſe, who fled, rather than he ſhould be 
deprived of the Scepter, Yes, ſaid the Mar- 
chioneſs, but I fear that ſome abuſive Wit 
will be apt to paſs an ill-natur'd Joke upon 
this Retirement of the Princeſs. After all, 
it does not appear to me that Piſiſtratus 
wo this curious Hiſtory for the Sake of 
Corus ; for he had already related it to him 
when he arrived at Athens, and probably 
tis for want of Memory that he tires his 
Gueſt with the nauſcous Repetition: Pu- 
© ring the Regale, the King of Athens en- 
_ © tertain'd Cyrus with an Account of the 
© Revolutions which had happen'd in the 
© State in his Time, the Cauſes of his Exile 
© and Reſtoration, after having been twice 
* dethron d: He artfully painted the Diſ- 
orders of a popular Government, that he 
might create an Abhorrence of it.” There's 
the Sum and Subſtance of the whole Hiſtory 
of Piſftratus ; and yet he is ſo talkative as 
2 2 to 
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to tell it over again ſome time after to 


Cyrus, who is ſo complaiſant as to hear 
him out, without putting him in mind that 
he had told it all to him once before. But 
the Reader is not obliged to the ſame In- 
dulgence for Mr. Ramſay, with whom he 
has free Leave to find what Fault he thinks 
fit. 


But, ſaid ſhe, who can help being aſto⸗ 
niſh'd at the Explanation which Solon gives 
to Cyrus of Tragedy? The Author indeed 
makes him treat of this Subject politely, 
but what he ſays is ſcarce reconcileable with 
the Hiſtory of the Progreſs of Poctry ; and 
all the fine Precepts which he lays down, 
are abſolutely miſplac d. We know that 
all the Tragedy of thoſe Times was acted 
in the Fields upon Waggons, by ſorry Buf- 
foons. Mean time Solon ſpeaks like a Wit 


of Athens, who had ſeen the Tragedies of 


Sophocles or Euripides, or rather thoſe of 


Corneille and Racine: Moreover, I have 
read in Hiſtory, that this Philoſopher who 
ſo pathetically deſcribes the Political Springs 


of Tragical Repreſentations, declar'd himſelf 


2 againſt Theſpis the Poct, the firſt 


Man 


> Y 
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Man that ever wrote Tragedics, Could Mr. 


Ramſay be ignorant of this? I don't find ſo 


much Fault with the Manner in which 


Solon treats of Epick Poeſy : He was a Poet 


as well as a Philoſopher ; and beſides, Ho- 
mer's Poems were read. at that Time all 


over Greece ; but how comes it that Pie. 


ſtratus, who had collected them, and, to be 
ſare, underſtood them, makes ſo little men- 
tion of this Poct, for whom he had ſuch a 
Value? And as for Mr. Ramſay, who was 
born in a Country where they have not 
yet thought fit to run him down, much leſs 
to disfigure him, what Reaſons could he haye 
to forbear mentioning him with Advantage? 
Was he fearful of offending any Friend ? 
I had as lief hear Solon talk like a Madam 
Dacier, as to ſee him treat upon the Art 
of Rhetorick, like a Rollin or a Gilbert. 


However, ſaid the Chevalier, there's a 
great deal of Fancy and Delicacy in thoſe 


Reflections, and I never ſaw Subjects of Wit 
handled with ſo much Art and Solidity. 


The principal Thing I admire is the Authors 


logenuity, where, under a pleaſing Allegory, 
he gives us the Preference over other Na- 
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tions in Works of Wit and Genius: * I 
* ſee, ſaid Cyrus, that you have finer Senti- 


more perfectly acquainted with human 
Nature — I is for want of Senſibility that 
e do not diſtinguiſh, like you, the dif- 
ferent Shades of human Thoughts and 
© Paſſions, and that We are not acquainted 
© with thoſe ſoft and ſweet: Pleaſures which 


_ axiſe from delicate Sentiments. There's a 


Panegyrick upon our Nation, which is enough 
to diſarm Criticiſm. As far as I ſee, reply d 
the Marchioneſs, the Author has imparted 
his Secret to you: However, I never thought 
that he would have taken a Fancy to give a 
Character of our modern. Wits, eſpecially 
after I had ſeen the Model he drew for a 
Philoſophical Poet; tho I am obliged to him 
for having told me what he meant by a Poet 
of this Stamp. At firſt I ſuſpected him of 
2 Deſign to introduce that dull Logick into 
Poetry, which has flouriſh'd for a Time 
amongſt us; which calls to my Mind 2 


particular Paſſage in the Book of Cats; the 


ingenious Author of which Tract ſays: ſome- 


* Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 306. | 


This was the Title of a Treatiſe lately publiſh'd in France which : 
 maseriticiz'd by another whimſical Piece, intitled itled, ——_ 
32 w crc, 
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where, that Ronſard compos d a ſorry Piece 
againſt great Cats, becauſe the Poet had no 
Philoſophy. 


As to the Book about Cats, do you know, 
added ſhe, that one might draw a pretty 
Parallel between the Cats and Cyruss Tra- 
vels? You would ſay it is fooliſh ; but theſe 
are ſome of the Features in which they may 
be ſaid to be alike. Both Tracts are written 
with an elegant Brevity, interſpersd with 
affected new. coin d Phraſes, full of Learning 
and Mythology, and back d with the Recom- 
mendation of ſeveral Wits of the Age in 
Which they were written. Both were ex- 
ceſſtvely applauded, before they ſaw the 
Light, and both have had the Fayour of 
Reverend Patrons. Invention and Genius 
are the View in both. The Cats, indeed, 
died at the Birth, but the Cyrus is ſtill alive. 
All Mankind is agreed as to the firſt, but as to 
the ſecond they are divided. Meſſieurs M. 
and R. have put both the antient and mo- 
dern Authors under Contribution. The 
Author of the Cats always quotes; the Au- 
thor of Cyrus but ſeldom, for Reaſons which 
he knows, and which 1 ſhall erideayour to 
Ns E 4 * 
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be Maſter of. The Cars no ſoonet popp'd 
their Heads out of the Bookſellers Warchouſe, 
= the Calotin Rat thought fit to fall upon 

The Cyrus has no need to be criticis d, 
4 Jeall, they ſay that the Author and his 
illuſtrious Friends think ſo, tho' every-body 
_ wiſhes it. 
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uſt as the Cheralier wal going > 4 
another Parallel between theſe two Books, 
Word was brought of the Arrival of the 
Abbat de ** X, an intimate Friend of the 
Marchioneſs. 'Shic was impatient to ſee him, 
becauſe he was a Man of fine Learning, a a 
ſolid Taſte, and one that was likely to giye 
her a great deal of Light into the Cyrus. This 
Abbat, who knew Mr. Ramſay, had a great 
Eſteem for his Perſon, but little for his Per. 
formance, and rcad its Doom as ſoon as it 
came out of the Preſs. He is now ſorry to 
fee his Prophecy accompliſh'd,, but as he. is 
a Lover of Truth, he is ſo far from acting 
like ſome of the Authors Friends, that he 
freely ſays What he thinks of his Book, be- 
i convinc d that the Progreſs of Learning 
Jadgmene | depends, on the judicious no « 
ſincere Criticiſm of polits. Writings. | 
C 0 N. 
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HE Moment that Word was 
brought to the Marchioneſs, 
AR that the Abbat de * * * was 
| arrived, ſhe put a Trick upon 
the Chevalier, by making him believe, that 
this Abbat, to whom he was an entire 
Stranger, was a zealous Stickler for the Wits 
a la Mode, and that, probably, he was 
one of the Admirers of the Cyrus. The 
Chevalicr 
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Chevalier feem'd overjoy'd at it, and thought 
that with ſuch a Reinforcement he could 
defend the Second Volume againſt all Op- 
poſition, if the Marchioneſs was inclin'd to 
continue the Diſpute. He even hop'd, that 


he ſhould force her to confeſs, that notwith- 
ſtanding. her Cenſure, the Cyrus, in the gene- 


ral, was an excellent Book, and not a bit the 


worſe for the Fault ſne found with it. With 
this Expectation he made it his Study to 
gain the Abbat's good Opinion, paid him 
a thouſand fine Compliments, and his Zeal 


for the Cyrus was as induſtrious as if he had 


been the Author of it. Which cannot be 
ſurprizing, becauſe we daily ſee Perſons ſo 
prepoſſeſſed in favour of celebrated Writers, 
as to eſpouſe their Sentiments and Intereſts, 
to defend them againſt Criticiſm, to rail at 
their Cenſurers, to ſollicit Advocates, and 
to form a ſort of Aſſociation and Confede- 
racy againſt the general Taſte of the Pub- 
lick. 


The Chevalier therefore, not doubting to 
find the Abbat of his Opinion, with reſpect 
to the Travels of Cyrus, only waited for a 
proper Opportunity to turn the Converſation 

upon 
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upon that Subject. But the Abbat ſavd him 
that Trouble, by telling the Marchioneſs, 
that he had met with a philoſophical kind of 
Maſquerade upon the Road, much like that 
of the Archimagns Zoroaſter. You ſec, 
Madam, the Abbat added, with a Smile, 
that from Paris to this Place, which is but 
ten Leagues, I have had more Intrigues than 
Cyrus, who had not ſo much as one in all 
his tedious Travels. Is it poſſible for a Man 
of Wit and Taſte, and a Jefary of Cyrus, 
* reply d the Chevalier, to compare a Tour 
for Pleaſure with a Journey for the Sake of 
Philoſophy and Politicks, a Journey from 
which agreeable Triflmg + is baniſhed, and in 
which the Imagination cannot but excite 
ſolid Joys to pleaſe the Mind? The Abbat 
was juſt going to anſwer, and to ſhew that 
he was far from being a Sectary of Cyrus, 
when the Marchioneſs tipp'd the Wink up- 
on him, which engag'd him afterwards, in 
complaiſance to the Chevalier, to change 
his Note. 


KFectaire de Cyrus, Dict. 
t Cyrus's Travels, Vol. I. p. 7. 
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| Really, M. 7 Abbe, ſaid the Aden 
had you been but with us within this Day 
ot two paſt, you would have been not a 
little mortify'd to ſee how I diſſected the 
whole firſt Volume of the Cyrus, before 
this poor Gentleman: I have ſome Re- 
morſe, ſhe added, for having ſowerd him ſo 


much, therefore Igive you Leave to join him, 


in commending the Work, and won't put in 
a Word, unleſs it be, perhaps, to ask a Que- 
ſtion. That is perfectly right, Madam, ſaid 
the Chevalier. I ſuſpect that the Cyrus is n 
longer inueſted with your Hatred * and 
that you have now ſome Bowels for him: 
Mean time, M. Abbé ſhall have all the 
Honour of your Converſion. I deſire no- 
thing more, provided you do but beſtow the 
higheſt Encomiums, to attone for the Cen- 


ſures Which you have unmercifully laid up- 


on the Cyrus. 


212 * 


Verily, ſaid the Abbat, the Book wer 
a vaſt Commendation. What 1 chi efly took 
Notice of in it, ſaid he, is the natural De- 


licacy of the Tanſitions. The Generality of 


eee Abbe du Pont's Diſſertation on Epick 
P ot. 
Authors 
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Authors ſtudy to connect their Matter till 
they ſweat. But Mr. Ramſay, unwilling 
that: his Writings ſhould appear with the 
Marks of Art and Labour, diſclaims ſuch 
Affectation: A Nevertheleſs and a But are 
repeated, 4 propos, in every Page, and nicely 
connect almoſt every Subject he treats of; 
ſo that his Tranſitions are as free as any in 
la Bruyere. I alſo admire the conſtant in- 
defatigable Zeal of the Author, to entertain 
his Hero always with the ſame Articles, 
Religion, Philoſophy, and Politicks. Tho' 
Cyrus makes eight ſeveral Journeys, yer 
there is ſuch an exact Correſpondence and 
Reſemblance between them, that they all 


ſeem to be but one. To contrive ſuch a 


juſt Proportion abſolutely requires a project - 
ing Brain. 


Mr. Ramſay himſelf, reply'd the Cheva- 
lier, could not give his Work a handſomet 
Character. How ſorry am I that you were 
not here when we examin'd the Firſt Vo- 
lume ! But tis my Comfort, that now we 


ſhall, undoubtedly, oblige Madam to con- 


feſs, that in the remaining Part of the Book, 
the Author has cxalted his Genius to a higher 


Pitch, 


79 


" . _— —— 
- — = 
—— = - 1 
© OY LY hs — V 
= — — 


| 1 
[ 
b 
| 
1 
| 

| 
1 


— — 
— 
«&. 


=" Ex - 


>= a a. 


— — = 


4-4 — 
— »— 
X 2 


80 


Converſations upon the Coxv. IV. 


Pitch, and that he is above all manner of 


Criticiſm. The Temple of Crete, where 
Cyrus and Araſpes met the great Pytha- 
goras, the Allegorical Account of the three 


States of the World, and above all, that 


Philoſopher's Diſpute with Anaximander, 
are happy and tranſcendent Paſſages, Which 
captivate the Admiration of an attentive 
Reader. 858 


Truly, reply'd the Abbat, who can but 
admire, for inſtance, the maryellons Skill 
of the Author, in appropriating to himſelf 
all the Diſcoveries, made by his extenſive 
and profound Knowledge in the celebrated 
Authors, both of his own Nation and ours? 
Read but the Intellectual Syſtem of the Uni. 
werſe, by Mr. Cudworth, fo happily abridg d 
in ſeveral Volumes of the Bibliotheque 
choiſie, and you will ſee that Mr. Ramſay 
has recourſe to good Originals with Advan- 
tage, and that he has ſuch a happy Talent 
of ſelecting and connecting Paſſages from 
the ſeveral ancient Authors, learnedly quo- 


ted by that Engliſb Writer, that he ſeems 


to have ſpent his whole Life in peruſing 
and collecting them ſo gloriouſly as he does, 
819% in 
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in his Diſcourſe upon Mythology. No 
wonder the Publick is charm'd with the 
agreeable, Fable of a ſecond Hermes brought 
up by a She-Goat; for not one good Piece 
written by his Country- men has eſcap'd him, 
and he had read in the Life of Faz-Ebn- 
Tokdham, tranſlated out of Arabick into 
Engliſh by Mr. Ockley, that this Indian, 
who was nouriſhed by a Hind in à Foreſt, 
perfected his Reaſon by Degrees, like to 
Hermes, and attain'd of himſelf, without 
any Aſſiſtance, to the ſublimeſt Diſcoveries 
in Philoſophy. The Hiſtory of this Indian 


makes an entire Book, which has been of 


very great Service to Mr. Ramſay. But this 
ingenious Gentleman knows allo our choice 
French Books, and eſpecially the Univerſal 
Hiſtory ot the Biſhop of Meaux, for which 
he has ſuch a Veneration, that he has thought 
fit to fill fourteen Pages of his Book with 
one of the fineſt Paſſages in that Hiſtory, 
almoſt without any Variation. * The Au- 
thor's laudable Attachment to the late Arch» 
biſhop. of Cambray was allo, a kind of In- 
junction upon him, to. inſert in his Book 


— 


% 


& See Cyrus Vol. I, from p. 357. to 179, and Vol, II. p. 76. 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral of the Archbiſhop's Thoughts and 
Expreſſions in his Telemachus, and to ſhew 
the World how well he was acquainted both 
with the Mind and * of his illuſtti- 
ous Maſter. 


Nor has Mr. Ramſay forgot his own dear 
ſelf; for after having copy d or imitated the 
Great Authors with ſo much Art and Judg- 
ment, he thought he might ſurely take the 
ſame Freedom with himſelf, and not ſcruple 
to repeat himſelſ, for the Good of the Pub- 
lick, in an important Book, which was like 
to be much more talk'd of than all he had 
publiſh'd before. For inſtance, compare on- 
ly Page 20, &c. to Page 25. of Vol. Il. 
with the Second Part of the Philoſophical 
Diſcourſe of pure Love, which is at the 
End of M. Fenelon's Life (of the Hague 
Edition, in 1723. but omitted in the Bruſ- 


Author always firm, conſtant, and unſhaken 
in his favourite Principles; an Author, who 


rather than miſs an Opportunity of expoſing 
them in their full Luſtre, did not think an 
Anachroniſm any Objection to his putting 
two ancient Philoſophers, ſuch as Anaxi- 

mander 
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mander and Pythagoras, in the Diſguiſe of 
modern Diſputants. For ] don't believe that 
either Anaximander or Pythagoras ever 
thought of Pure Love any more than 
the Magi, who, according to the Au- 
thor, attack d this Doctrine abſurdly. Theſe 
are ingenious and ſublime Fictions, for which 


we are oblig d to his Zeal and beautiful Ima- 
gination. 


The Marchioneſs then interrupted the Ab- 
bat, to ask him, If Mr Ramſay had always 
faithfully quoted the fine Paſſages which he 
had ſo familiarly borrow'd from the ſeveral 
Authors? No, Madam, anſwer'd the Ab- 
bat, that would have been a vain Diſplay 
of affected Learning, which he modeſtly 
choſe to avoid. And that he might lie un- 
der no Reproach upon this Article, and that 
nobody might complain, he has wiſely 
avoided to quote Himſelf, whenever he re- 
peats Himſelf verbatim. After all, he de- 
ſerves to be commended for his Ingenuity, 
in putting ſeveral canning Objections in the 
Mouth of Anaximander the Philoſopher, 
which he had formerly jſtated himſelf to the 
Archbiſhop of Cambray, and for reinforcing 
5 F them 


8; 
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them with many other Arguments taken 
from Cudworth's Book *. 


The Chevalicr ſeem'd ſomewhat con- 
founded at the Praiſes which the Abbat 
gave the Author of Cyrus, and really did 
not know whether he had beſt applaud the 
Abbat or contradi& him, join with him or 


ſtand upon the Defenſive ; however, he 


thought fit to put in a Word. What you 
ſaid laſt, reply'd he to the Abbat, might in 
one Senſe be decm'd (ſolid and delicate: But 
I would fain add ſome: Reaſons, that, I 
think, as ſtrong as yours, which way ſoever 
you underſtand them. Surely ſo learned a 
Man as Cudworth, cou'd only let out his Field 
to Mr. Ramſay to clear it t, and tis not 
poſſible that a Man, ſtuck out with Greek, 
Hebrew, and Oriental Learning, could ever 
invent the fine Things that are contain'd in 
Cyrus. Ockley's Book is a foreign Piece, to 
us unknown ; conſequently Mr. Ramſay had 
ſufficient Warrant to transfer the Subſtance 
of it into our Language, and into his Work, 
without being oblig'd to make a Diſcoyery 


_* See the Lif of M. de Fenelon, by Mr. Ramſay. 
t Freter ſon champ pour le defricher. Di&, Neologiq. 


of 
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of ſo little Moment, to the French, as to 

tell from whence he took it. As to the 
ſourteen Pages taken verbatim, from the 
Univerſal Hiſtory of the Biſhop of Meaux, 

may we not ſay that it has happen'd to this 

Man, from a prodigious Effort of Applica- 

tion to his Subject, as it did ſome Years ago 
to a great Poet, who had thrown a celebrated 
Verſe out of Cornei/lz into one of his Trage- 
dies, and to excuſe his Theft, ſaid, He was 
forc d to it by the Nature of his Subject x. 
As to thoſe Paſſages out of M. Fenelons 
Life, which Mr. Ramſay has ſuppreſs'd in 
the Second Edition of this Book, and made 
Uſe of in the Cyrus, it would be unjuſt to 
reproach him with being a Plagiary of Him- 
ſelf, Who knows but he omitted and ſup- 
preſsd them in that Second Edition on pur- 

poſe to bring them in here? Theſe are 

precious Shreds f, replac'd in their natural 

Texture. 


£ 


Be this as it will, you muſt own, ſaid the 
Chevalier, that the Diſpute betwixt Anaxz- 


preface to Ines de Caſtro. No Affront is intended by this to 
M. D. L. M for one Poet may eaſily chime in the ſame Verſe with 
another, 

i Precienx lambeaux. Di. Nevlogiq. 


F 2 mander 
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mander and Pythageras is nicely work d up. 
Anaximander talks like an impious, raſh Phi- 
lolopher, and Pythagoras confounds him. 
Incredulity is here attack d in its laſt In. 
trenchment. What Horror! what Wonder 
ſeizes the Mind in the Heat of the Diſpute, to 
hear the Thunder rattle, and to ſee the Light- 
ning juſt ready to blaſt the Atheiſtical Philo. 
ſopher! That's true, ſaid the Marchioneſs, 


but does not this Fiction ſeem a little too 
Theatrical ? 


Et le Songe finit par un coup de tonnerre. 
i. e. 
And the Dream ane in a . 7 
Thunder. 


Anaximander, fr ighten'd at the N oiſe of 
the Thunder, fays, he believes, but that he 
is not yet enligbten d; that his Heart is 
touch d, but his Underſtanding is not yet 
conuinc d. Mean time, as ſoon as the 
Thunder ceaſes to roar, he believes no 
longer, his Heart is no longer touch'd; his 
Impiety increaſes, and he puſhes his Atheiſm 
to a Degree of Extravagance, Really he 


| ſeems to me like a Criminal upon the Rack, 


who is forc'd by the Torments to own what 
his 
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his Executioner would have him, and after- 
wards denies every Word that he declar d. 
In ſhort, I confeſs to you, that the whole 
Diſpute is vaſtly diſagreeable to me; Anaxi- 
manaer I abhor, and Pythagoras I pity. 


But, I beſeech you, continued the Mar- 
chioneſs, let us talk no more of this odious 
Paſſage, but rather hear Cyrus, who begins 
to have ſome Judgment, and makes it ap- 
pear by his critical Deſcant upon the Govern- 
ments of Egypt, Athens, and Lacedæ mom. 
Pythagoras afterwards acquaints him of the 
Laws of Minos, and of the ſeveral Revolu- 
tions that happen d in the Ifle of Crete; but 
how ſuperficial and wild is it all ! Ah! Ma- 
dam, reply'd the Abbat, you ought rather 
to commend Mr. Ramſays Caution, who 
was not willing to ſhew himſelf M. Fenelons 
Rival. Read but the two Books of Tele- 
machus, you will conceive a noble Idea of 
the Legiſlature of Crete. As to the Hiſto- 
rical Facts, the Prelate had already mention d 
the moſt conſiderable Events. Conſequently 
Mr. Ramſay durſt not ſo much as venture 
at an Imitation of em; ſuch Experiments 


being not always made with Succeſs, 
- F 3 Bur, 
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But, ſurely Madam, reply'd. the Cheva- 
lier, you approve of the Reflections made 
by Cyrus and Araſpes; you will no longer 
reproach them for being Mutes. How in- 
geniouſly arc the various Shades diſpos d, 
which appear in that fine Contraſt of the 
different Characters of the Greeks and the 
Egyptians ! But, .reply'd the Marchioneſs, 
are thoſe Characters natural and juſt ? Are 
they not deſcribd in the modern Way, and 
painted according to the preſent Taſte It 
would be merry to ſee Egptians and Greeks 
wearing Hats and Perukes, 


Here the Abbat interrupted the Marchio- 
nels, to ask her if ſhe had read Mr. Ram- 
ſay's Life of M. Fenelon. . Yes, ſhe ſaid, and 
I have it in my Cloſet. The Abbat, with 
her Ladyſhip's Leayc, went for it, and read 
out of it what follows; *The Greeks had 
* not that Art which the Moderns have, of 
methodizing their Arguments, in conduct- 
* ing them by Degrees, from ſimple Princi- 
* ples to more compounded Ideas, and pur- 


* ſuing the Truth in all its Relations, by a 
Pag. 161. of the Amſterdam Edition, 


Geome- 
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© Geometrical Connection. You ſee, ſaid 
the Abbat, what Mr. Ramſay thinks of it 
here. Now mind what he ſays of it in his 
Cyrus ; The Greeks, ſays he, + know how 
© to come at hidden Truths, by a Chain of 
© known and eaſy Truths. That ingenious 
Method of ranging each Idea in its proper 
6 Place, of leading the Mind by Degrees 
© from the moſt ſimple Truths, to the moſt 
© compounded, with Order, Perſpicuity, and 
© Brevity, is a Secret known to them !* It 


muſt be confeſs'd, that Mr. Ramſay can, 


when needs muſt, and whenever he pleaſes, 
forbear to repeat or reſemble himſelf. Be- 
ſides, thoſe Greeks, who, according to him, 
ſurpaſs the Egyptians in Matters relating to 
Geometry and Philoſophy, are the very 
Men, who prefer the agreeable Kinds of 
Knowledge to abſtrat? Ideas, and the Arts 
of Imitation to nice Speculation; * that is 
to ſay, they excell in Things of which they 
make little Account, What delicate Praiſe 
is this ! * 


4 I. N 


1 Cyrus Vol. II. p. 59. 
* Ibid, p. 37. 
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This is not all, ſaid the Chevalier, for in 
this Parallel of the Greeks with the Chaldz- 
ans and Egyptians, there is a very obliging 
Alluſion. By the Greeks are to be under. 
ſtood the French, and by the Feyprians the 
Engliſh, Was it not an Act of Generoſity 


and Politeneſs in Mr. Ramſay, to, make his 


Hero an Advocate for the French, and to 
leave the under Part, viz. the Defence of 
the Eugliſb, to Araſpes? J queſtion, reply'd. 
the Marchione(s, whether we arc ſo much 
oblig'd to him for having made us Greeks 3 


1 ſhould have lik'd it full as well if he had 


made us Egyptians. Their Original Genius; 
the Invention of Arts; their Diſcoveries in 
Natural Philoſophy and the Mechanicks; is 
not all this better than what the Author 
allows to the Greets? 'Tis true, that he 
gives theſe the Preference, with reſpect to 
the Mathematicks ; but what's the Reaſon 
of this Prefercnce > Who\does not know 
that the CHhaldæans and the Egyptians were 
the firſt and the profoundeſt Mathematicians 
in the World? Madam, reply'd the Abbat, 
I am aſſur d that there's a different Turn 
given to this Paſſage, in the Edition which 
wow n publiſn'd of his Book in 

| Engliſh. 
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Engliſh. Therefore, as the Author's ſole 
Aim has been to praiſe and to pleaſe, he 
ought to be forgiven every thing for the Sake 
of his Politeneſs. 


Yes, undoubtedly, reply'd the Chevalier, 
becauſe Mr. Ramſay did not compoſe his 
Work either for the Greeks or the Egyp- 
tians, but for us, that is to ſay, for our 
Pleaſure and for our Inſtruction. This, pro- 
bably; is the Reaſon, ſaid the Abbat, why 
we find ſo many Allegories and Alluſions in 
the Cyrus. Tis rumour'd at Paris, that as 
Mademoiſelle Scudery has painted all the Ci- 
tizens of her Quarter of the Town in her 
Clelia, ſo Mr. Ramſay, who has a more 
exalted Genius, has, after her Example, 
given us the CharaQters of all his illuſtrious 
Friends. This is true, ſaid the Chevalier, 
and it may be ſaid, that as he has repre- 
ſented: the Greeks, that is to ſay, the French, 
as profound Geometricians, tis becauſe he 
has the Advantage to be acquainted with the 
moſt celebrated, and the moſt judicious Cal- 
culators, who are alſo my Friends, and with 
whom 1 have made a great Progreſs in the 
Art of Logick. For, upon my Faith, no- 
: thing 
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thing can be brought to Perfection, not even 
an Epigram, without Geometry. This is 
our grand Principle, and we affirm, that 
Corneille and Racine were Geometricians. 


The Marchioneſs and the Abbat could not 
help ſmiling at this extravagant Notion. 
The Chevalier proceeded thus. The Time is 
come at laſt, when you muſt give me leave, 
Madam, to triumph in my Turn. Here's 
the Seventh Book of the Orus; ſuffer me to 
exclaim with Admiration, at the Sight of this 
Maſter-· piece. What a wonderful Variety 
is here! The magnificent Deſcription of 
Dre; Amenophis found again; Arobal upon 
the Throne; the Diſſertation upon Com- 
merce; the Return of Cyrus into Perſia; 
the Death of Mandana; the Character of 
an artful' Miniſter ; the Victory gain'd by 
Cyrus over the Medes; the Political and 
Military Virtues of this Hero — This Se- 
venth Book, ſaid the Marchioneſs, inter- 
rupting him, has given me as much Pleaſure 
as you. But what do you think of it, 


M. Abbe ? This Part of the Cyrus, ſaid he, 
is the more Praiſc-worthy, in my Opinion, 
becauſe Mr. Ramſay, in his Deſcription of 
$19) Tyre, 
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Tyre, has madeſtly obſery'd an Interiority to 
M. de Fenelon, who has treated of the ſame 
Subject ſo happily, that his not having done 
it ſo well as he, cannot give much Pain. 
Mr. Ramſay has, in the general, taken his 
pure Ideas upon the Head of Commerce, 
and, for the Sake of throwing in ſomething 
of his own *, he has artfully alluded to the 
Tranſactions in our Country ſome Years ago, 
upon Occaſion of that commonly calFd the 
Scheme, which ſurely was never known to the 
Tyrians, nor any of the Antients. Upon 
this Plan he aſcribes to the Perſians a Skill 
in Military Affairs, which they never had +. 
The Perſians, ſays the Biſhop of Meauæ 6, 
knew: not what belong d to the drawing up 
of Troops in an Army, nor to Marches or 


Encampments ; All that they knew of the 


Matter, was, to gather a vaſt Number of 
Men together, who went reſolutely to 
Battle, but without any Order. There is 
more Art, he added, than is imagin'd, in 
thus modernizing the Antients ; for then we 
are not ſeryilely confin'd to the Ideas of An- 
tiquity. | [ 


Gruss Travels, Val. II. p. 86, 
1 I did. p. 119. 


$ Pilconrſe upon the Hiſtory, p. 545: 


There 
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- Therc is no Fault to be found with Mr. 
Ramſay, reply'd the Marchioneſs, in re- 


ſpect to the Deſcription of Babylon, M. 


Prideaux, who always copies his Hiſtorians 
faithfully, was his Guide, and becauſe he is 
ſo exact, I forgive him for that poor Piece 
of Vanity in his quoting Herodotus, Dio- 
dorus of Sicily, and Quintus Curtius *. He 
thought that thoſe fly Quotations would 


| excuſe him from acknowledging how much 


he was obliged to the Reſearches of that 
Learned Doctor. The Genius of the Author, 
reply'd the Chevalier, is too delicate, and 
too ſublime, to be a dry Compiler only; he 
aſpites to the Glory of Invention and Wit. 
Is any Thing, for Inſtance, more ingeniouſly 
contriv'd than the Viſit which Cyrus pays, 


in Company with E/eazar, to King Ne- 
buchadonoſor, who ran mad, thought him- 


ſelf transform'd into a Wild Beaſt, and 
wander'd among the Woods and Mountains ? 
They both ſet out upon the Sabbath-Day in 
the Morning , becauſe that was the only 
Day upon which the King of Babylon had 


any Intervals of Reaſon, 


_ ® Gr, Vol. IL p. 130. 
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You do but jeſt, reply'd the Marchioneſs, 
1 ſhould ſooner believe in Mythras and Ari- 
mantns, the Coſmogoges, the Amilictes, and 
all the extravagant Conceits of Zoroaſter, 
than imagine that ſuch a Rabbi as Eleagar 
would go abroad upon a Sabbath-Day. How 
does it ſuit, I beſeech you, with Nebuchado- 
noſor, who had loſt his Reaſon, to have 
twelve Verſcs put into his Mouth, taken 
Word for Word out of the Book of Miſdom? 
What ſignifies this, Madam, ſaid the Chevalier 
abruptly? Admire rather the ſublime Speech 


which the Rabbi makes to Cyrus. Thoſe 


Things are quite out of my Sphere, reply'd 
the Marchioneſs, and I very much queſtion 


'whether the Generality of my Sex, that are 


Admirers of Mr. Ramſay, underſtand any 
Thing of the Matter. Excepting ſome Rab- 
binical Particulars, ſaid the Abbat, all that 


Eleazar has dcliver'd concerning Liberty, and 


Natural and Moral Evil, is common to our 
Schools; but here the Subjects are treated 
with Elegance and Accuracy. | 


Oh! that magnificent Paſſage, cry d the 
Chevalier; oh! that Divine Invention which 
appears 
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Converſations up the Co. V. 
appears in Cyrus's Converſation with Daniel 
That Prophet, the Eccho of Moſes, and of 
other Writers of Sacred Hiſtory, draws an 
admirable Plan here of God's Dealings with 
his choſen People! He reports the moſt ce- 
lebrated Facts of that Diſpenſation, in order 
to convert Cyrus This Paſſage is the more 
beautiful, ſaid the Abbat, interrupting him, 
becauſe *cis a faithful Abſtract of the Begin- 
ning of the ſecond Part of the Diſcourſe 
upon Univerſal! Hiſtory. Mr. Ramſay, by 
uſing the very Expreſſions of the Biſhop of 
Meaux, makes amends for not quoting him. 


But how comes it to paſs, ſaid the Mar- 


chioneſs, that Cyrus, who, when with the 
Magi, made no Scruple to attend at their 
Prayers and Oblations, has no Curioſity here 
to enter into the Synagogue ? I could wiſhhe 
had become a Jew ; but the very Reverſe 
happens to him, of what Anaximander 
experienc'd, who belzev'd without being in- 
lighten'd *, whoſe Heart was touch d, but 
his Underſtanding not yet convinc d; whereas 
Cyrus only fees the Truth thro a Miſt, and 
his Underſtanding is inlighten d, Fo his 
Heart is not yet touch d. | 


* Cyrus, \ Vol. II. p. 30. 


After 


Conv. IV. Travels of Cyrus. 1 of 

After ſome Converſation upon this parti« - 
cular Contraſt; the Marchioneſs turn'd to 
the. Abbat, and ſaid to him, M. “ Abbe; 
declare your real Sentiments, and keep on 
the Mask no longer, for you have now 
ſne wn Complaiſance enough to the Chevalier. 
Tell us frankly what you think of the Diſ- 
courſe upon Mythology, which is the Ground- 
Work of Mr. Ramſays Book. The Che- 
valier is too much a Gentleman to be of- 
fended with Freedom in his Company. The 
Chevalier bow'd his Head, and the Abbat 
ſpoke as follows: 


Undoubtedly, Madam, you have obſerv d 
that Mr. Ramſay's View in compoſing his 
Book, was, in the firſt Place, to ſhew 
* * that the Philoſophers of all Ages, and 
* of all Countries, had a Notion of a 
supreme Deity, aiſtinct and different from 
Matter. But J can't conceive how the 
Author came to advance this Paradox. With- 
out quoting Leucippus and Democritus, who 
affirm'd that every Thing was form'd by a 
fortuitous Concourſe of Atoms, deſtitute of 
any Quality, has not he himſelf brought 


® Diſcourſe of the Theology, p. 2. 


the 


9% Converſations pon the Coxv. V. 
the Philoſopher Anaximander upon the 
Stage, who, by his own Confeſſion, own d 
no other Deity but infinite Matter without 
Intelligence > What Contradiction is this ! 


In the ſecond Place, the Author pretends 
to have found, in the Theology of all Na. 
tions, Traces of * the principal Doctrines 

of Rewea'd Religion, with regard to the 
Three States of Nature. Theſe Diſcoveries, 
according to him, were but imperfect Traces, 
and chance Rays of the Tradition of the 
Hebrews f. Upon this, tis remarkable that 
thoſe Rays procceded from a very weak 
Light. For the Doctrine of the Three States, 
tho" reveal'd in the Scriptures, was only 
known to a few of the Zews, and God's pe- 
culiar People in general had no very diſtinct 
Ideas upon that Head; < conſequently the 
Pagans muſt have known much leſs of it. 
Moreover, what, for Inſtance, has the Tra- 
dition of the Hebreus in common with the 
Doctrine of the wicked Principle call'd Ari- 
manius, taught by Zoroaſter, in order to 


* Diſcourſe of the Theology, p. 2. 

4 Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 192. 

6 Manners of the — p. 238. Edit, 2701. Univerſal 
Gy; P. 321. 


give 


Conv. IV. Travels of Cyrus. 
give a groſs Explanation of the Cauſe of 
Phyſical and Moral Evil ? | 


Yet Zoroaſter's Doctrine, according to the 
Author, is a chance Ray ſhot from the Tra- 
dition of the Hebrews, Really this is in- 
comprehenſible. 


In the third Place, I have obſervd that 
the Author only takes the Doctrines of the 
antient Philoſophers by Bits and Scraps, and 
that he makes it his Study to draw ſerious 
Conſcquences from Poctical Images and Pla- 
tonick Proſopopœias. 


Fourthly, all the Philoſophical Part of Mr. 
Ramſay's Work, forms a monſtrous Medley 
of contradictory Ideas and Opinions that 
deſtroy one another. 


In the fifth Place, the Quotations are 
often falſe, * and ſometimes Mr. Ramſay 
takes 


* 'The Learned M. Cateronnier publickly affirms, that the Greek 
Paſſagesare wrong quoted, for which we refer to him. And as to the 
Latin Paſſages, one cannot well be ſure that Mr. Ramſay has been 
exact. Of this the Reader may judge, by comparing two Places, 
which juſt now ofcur. The one is in the 22d Page of the 


Theology of the Antients, Tis a celebrated Paſſage out of Lucan, 
TTY G where 
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takes the Liberty of tacking togethet the 


ſeparate Phraſes of an Author f, in order 
to make his own Text all of a · piece, and 
cet ir to his enen 


N 
. Jha 


10 In the F ah place, what rolates to the Po. 
liticks of Athens and Lacedemon, is taken 
from M. de Jourreils Hiſtorical Preface to 
his Tranſlation of Demoſthenes, of which 


where he puts Words into the Mouth of Cato. That Philoſophical 
Hero came far ſhort of ſuch pure Notions of the Deity, as thoſe 
which that Author aſcribes to him: Of which we may 6g by the 
Verde that immediately follows the Quotation? ro 
Jupiter eſt quodcumque vides, quocumgque moverts. 

Signifying that Jupiter fills _ Places, the Ba Sons Sen, the Air, 
the Heavens. 

The other Paſſage is at the och — Mr. Kan there quotes 
a Paſſage from Cicero Treatiſe of Old Age, to ſhew that the Soul is 
not a God, but an Eternal Being: This is the Latin Text: Audiebam 
Pyrhagoram . - - tunquam dubitaſſe quin ex uni verii mente divind deli- 
Gator animos haberemus. i. e. I beard that Fythagorat ntyer ſo much 
as doubted that our Minds were ſprung from the Univerſal Divine 
Mind. M. Dubois tranſlates it thus, p. 105 of the Edition in 120 in 
x708. Do not we know that  Pythagoras never doubted that our 
Souls were only Portions of that Univerſal Intelligence which we 
call God ? He tells us, in a Note, that this Philoſopher had not the 
faſt Notion of a Spiritual Subſtance. | 

4 Of this there's a notable Inſtance in Page 65. where Mt. Ramſay 
quotes a Paſſage, which he ſays he took from Ciceros Treatiſe of 
Conſolation ; "Tis plain that Mr. Ramſay ſaves himſelf the Trouble 
of conſulting Authorities: If he bad "read that Treatiſe, he 
would have found, by ſeveral Idioms, that it was compoſed by an 


Vol. X. Cie. Iralian, as is agreed by the Learned; the Expreſſions of which Baba ian 
byYer =" that Author has fo happily blended, that tho' the Paſſage rye + 


/ 


o. page 4886, of a very ſmall Edition in Octayo, and concludes 
Page 4118. yet he has made but two ſhort Pages of it. He ou 


to have given Notice of the n make Quomations after 
bis own Fancy. M 
| I. 


— 


Cox vIV. Travels of. Cyrus. 


Mr. Ramſay ſometimes , borrows the very 
Expreſſions,” As to the Style, I ſhould never 
have done were I to reveal all his Thefts.. 
'Tis not he that writes, but M. de Fenelon, 
the Biſhop of Meaux, M. de Tourreil, &c. 

Never was ſuch Patch-Work known. I can't 

imagine how the Author could take a Plea- 
ſure in the humble Task of tranſcribing and 
collecting ſuch a Number of Phraſes out of 
different Authors. 


By what the Abbat ſaid laſt, the Che- 
valier was confirm'd in the Suſpicion he 
had before begun to entertain, that what he 
had declar'd in Fayour of Cyrus at firſt, was 
but a Series of Irony. He was then con- 
vinc'd that the Abbat had but little Eſteem 
for the Book, and that he deſpis'd it even 
more than the Marchioneſs did. Therefore 
finding his Cauſe too weak, he gave over 
all Thoughts of diſputing farther, and next 
Day took his Leave, and haſten'd back to 
Paris, in Hopes of getting Solutions of all 
thoſe Objections that had been made to 
him, being, moreover, determin d to retain 
the ſame Vencration as ever for Mr. Ramſays 
celebrated Performance. 3 % 
11 G 2 Mr. 
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Travels of Cv Rus, 
Vol. I. p. 157. 


75 7 :; But the 

, Which wa- 

ters x, T: its regular 
Overflowings, ſupplies 
it with the Rains, and 
meltedSnows of other 
Countries. An infinite 
Number of Canals 
were cut crols it, in 
order to multiply ſo 
ulcful a River. The 
Nile carries Fruit ful- 
neſs every where with 
its Waters, makes a 
Communication be- 
tween the Cities, joins 
the 


I = ſeldom rains in 


IMITATIONS. 


The Biſhop of Meaux's 
Diſcourſe upon Uni- 
verſal Hiſtory, p. 516. 


T ſeldom rains in 
Egypt: But this 
River (the Nile) 
which waters the 
whole Country by its 
regular Overflowings, 
brings it the Rams 
and melted Snows of 
other Countries. To 


multipl ſo uſeful 4 
River, an infinite. 


Number of Canals of 
an incredible Lengt 
and Breadth are cut 
croſs the Country. The 
Nile carries Fruitful. 
neſs every where with 
G 3 ts 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
{ 
| 
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the Great Sea withthe 


Red Sea, and by that 
Means maintains both 


Foreign and Domeſ- 


tick Com merce. 


ennie 
The Cities, which 
had been raiſed by 
immenſe Labours, ap- 
pear'd like Iſlands in 
the Midſt of the Wa- 
ters, and with Joy 
beheld all the Plains 
overflow'd and ferti- 
liz d by that benefi- 
cent River. When it 
ſwell'd too much, 
great Baſons, made 
on Purpoſe, ſtrerch'd 
their vaſt Boſoms to 
receive thoſe fructi- 
fying Waters, which 
were let looſe, or 
ſhut up by Sluices, 
as Occaſion requir d. 


Such was the Uſe of 


the Lake Meris, dug 
by one of the antient 
Kings 


its wholeſp ameWaters, 
makes a Communita- 
tion between the Ci. 
res, joins the Great 
Sea With the Red Sea, 
and maintains both 
Foreign and Dome ſ- 
rick Commerce. 
Page 51s. 
Cities raiſed by im- 
menſe Labours, and 
Standing up like Iſlands 
in the Midſft of the 
Waters, "with Foy 
look'd down upon all 
the Plains, overflow'd 
and fertiliz'd by the 
Nile. When it ſwells 
beyond Meaſure, great 
Lakes, dug by the 
Kings, ſtreteh d their 
Baſons to rective the 
Inundation. Theſe 
had their Outlets too 


_ for the Purpoſe, by 


great Sluices, which 
were opend or fhut 
as Occaſion requir d, 
2 the Maters +64 

awn off, after bav- 
ing e. Soil 


Ingenious IuIrATTORs. 
Kings of Egyot, whoſe juſt long enough to 


Name it bore, Its 7 


Circuit was 180 
Leagues. 
Mr, Ramſay has 
* been ſo juſt to his 
Original, that, to his 
* Praiſe be it ſpoken, 
he has copied the Bi- 
«* ſhop of Meauxs Er- 
© ror. Herodotus and 
* Strabo ſay, that the 
©.LakeMeriswasr1$00 
* Furlongs, which in 
the whole makes 75 


Leagues, at the rate 


of 8 Furlongs to the 
Mile, and 3 Miles 
< to the League.“ 
err 
It was not a ſingle Pa- 
Jace, but twelve mag- 
nificent Palaces regu- 
larly diſpos d. Three 


thouſand Chambers, 


which had a Com- 
munication by Ter. 
raſſes, were ranged 
. round, twelve Halls, 


and. whoever enter d 


there withouta Guide, 
could 


atten it. Such was 
the Uſe of that great 
Lake, called the Lake 
of Myris, or Morris, 


fromthe Name of the 


King who cauſed it 
to be dug. 'Tis as 


mazing to read what 


7s nevertheleſs certain, 
that its Circuit was 
about 180 French 
Leagues. 


Ce OTE, 
P. 5 23. 

But it was not ſo 
much a ſingle Palace, 
as twelve magnificent 
Palaces regularly dif. 
poſed, and communi. 
cat mg with one ano- 


ther. Fifteen hun- 


dred Chambers, with 
Terraſſes between 


them, were ranged 


round twelve Halls, 


G 4 and 
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could never find his 
ay out. There were 


as many. Buildings un- 
der Ground, and theſe 
were allottcd for the 


burial Places of their 


Kings. 


P. 161, ec... 
He found that the 
Egyptian Prieſts had 
compiled their Hiſto» 
ry ot an unbounded 
Succeſſion of Ages. 
They took a Pleaſurc 
in loſing themſelves 
in that infinite Abyls 
of Duration, when 
240 ris 1 — N Man- 
FIN 167. e 
In this Age livd 
the ſecond Hermes, 
called Triſmegiſtus. 


He was the Reſtorer 
of the. antient Reli-. 
| gion. 
the Laws and Sci- 
ences of the fiſt 


He. collected 


ee in Mens 


and. whoever went in 


to view\thew; could 


never. find his Way 
out. There: were «as 
many Building under 
Ground ,. — thoſe 
were allotted for the 
burial Places of their 
Kings. 
J4 %. 16. 

The Prieſts, who 
compiled the Hiſtory 
of Egypt of that un- 
bounded Succeſſion of 
Ages, delighted to 
bfe themſelves in 
that infinite Abyſs of 
Time, which ſeem'd 
2 bring them near to 
ane 164 117 
"* IB ne 
p. 513. 2 WI 
The Inventors of 
Things uſeful, receiu d 
in their Lifetime, and 
after Death, Ne- 
wards worthy af their 
Labvours. This it Was: 
that conſecrated. the 
Books. of their IJ 
Wen and * — 
hem 


Ingenious IMT AT TONS. 


two Volumes, which 
were calld The Trea- 
re. f Remedies for 
Jr 34 becauſe by 
cure the Mind oft its 
Ignorance, the Source 
of all Evils. 0 


NK 9 


Ne NA 
Pi. 168, 169. 

The Father of Le- 
ſoſtris cauſed all the 
Children who were 
born the fame Day 
with his Son, to be 
brought to Court, and 
educated with the 
ſame Care as the 


young Prince. Upon 


the Deathof the King, 
Seſoſtris levy d a very 
formidable Army, and 


ap- 


them paſs for Divin 
Books 7 be firſt 
all People that we 
read had Libraries, 
are the Egyptians, 
T he very Titles made 
them curious to peep 
in the Books, and dive 
into the Secrets of 
them : They were 
called The Treaſure 


of Remedies for the 


thereby cur d of - 
norance, the moſt 


\. dangerous of its E. 


vile, and the Source 

of all others. 
P:528,529, $30, $31. 
The Father of Se- 
ſoſtris form'd a De- 
/agn to make his Jon 
4 Conqueror. He ſet 
about it, after the 
Manner of the Egyp- 
tians ; that is to ſay, 
with great Hopes. All 
theChildren who were" 
born the ſame Day 
with Seloſtris were 
brought to Court by 
| the 


1oy 
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appointed the young 


Men, who had been 


educated with him, to 
be the Officers to 
command it. There 
were near Tus thou 
ſand of them who! 


were able to inſpire 


all the Troops with 
Courage, Military 


Virtues, and Attach- 


ment: to the Prince. 
——<Seſoſtris: form'd 
eſign of con · 
quering the whole 
World, and pene- 


a Deſig 


trated into the Indies 
farther than either 
Bacchus or Hercules. 
The Secythians ſub- 
mitted to his Empire. 
nor ate full of tlie 
Monuments of his 
Victories. Upon theſe 


Monuments are to be 
ſieen the proud In- 
1triptionsof Seſoſris, 

nes, an fection to the Prince. 


King of Kings, 


Lord of Lords. Hav- 
ing cxtended his Con- 
queſts 


ſicers. 


the Ringe .Qrazr, 
whom he cauſed: to 
be: educated. as his 
own Children, and 
with the ſame. Care 
as Seſoſtris, with 
whom they |. were 
brought up— At that 
Time his Father died, 
and left him in a Ca- 


pacity to undertake 


almoſt any Thing. 
The Deſign he form d 
was no leſs than tbat 
of the Conqueſt of the 
World — Mean time 
he raiſed Troops, and 
appointed the Touths 
whom his Father had 
cauſed to be brought 

with him, to be 
the commanaing Of- 
There were 
Seventeen hundred of 
them, who were able 
to inſpire the whole 
Army with Courage, 
Diſcipline, and Af- 


—— He penetrated 


into the Indies far- 
ther 


Ingenious IMI TATTONS. 


queſts from the Gan- 
ges to the Danube, 
and from the River 
Tanais to the Extre- 
mities of Aſia, he 
return'd, after nine 
YearsAbſence, loaded 
wich the Spoils of 
all the conquer'd Na- 
tions, and drawn in 
a Chariot by the 
Kings whom he had 
ſubdu d. Kt! 


* \ 
Wr W | ” 


ther than either Her- 
cules or Bacchus 
The Scythians, even 
as far as the Tanais, 
Herodotus {aw Mo- 
numents of bis Vics 
fories in Aſia Minor, 


from one Sea to the 


other, with the proud 
Inſcriptions of Seſo- 
ſtris; King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, 
There were ſome' ac. 
tually in Thrace, and 
he extended his Em- 


pire from the Ganges 


to the Danube. He 
returned, after nine 
Tears; loaded with 
the Spoils of all the 
conquer d Nations 
Much more worthy 
of Glory if be had 
not been ſo vain as 
to cauſe his Chariot 


to be drawn by the 


Kings whom her: had 
vanquifh'd, 9g URYH 
HH av1o,) Ab bad 
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P. 169, 170. 
Under Anyſis the 
Blind, Sabacon the 
Hthiopian took Ad- 
vantage of their Diſ- 


cords, and invaded 
Bpypt. This religi- 


ous Prince re. eſta- 
bliſhd the Power of 


the Prieſts, reign'd 


fifty Years in a pro- 
found Peace, and then 
return d into his own 


Country, to obey the 


Oracles of his Gods. 
The Kingdom, thus 
forſaken, fell into the 
Hands of Sethon, the 
High Prieſt of Vulcan, 
who entirelydeſtroy d 
the Art of War a- 


mong the Egyptians, 
and deſp isd the Mi- 
litary Man.” From 
as was ſupported only 
by Foreign Troops,and 
fell into 4 Sort 0 
it fell oe into Anarchy. 


that Time Egypt was 


ſupported only by 


Foreign Troops, and 


Anarchy. Twelve 


Nomarchs, or Go. 
vernors, choſe by the 
People, 


n 
Under Anyſis the 
Blind, Sabacon % 
Athiop jan invaded 
the Kingdom. Never 
was any Moderation 
known like to his, for 
ter a happy Reign 
% fifty 7 66h he 125 
turn d into Æthiopia, 
to obey thoſe Notices 
which he thought Di. 
vine. The Kingdom 
being thus Forſaken, 


fell into the Hands. 


of Sethon, the Prieſt 
of Vulcan, à religious 
Prince in his Way, hut 
not a Man for War, 

and who quite ener. 
vated the Military 
Power, byhis ill Treat. 
ment of the &. oldiery.. / 
From that Time Egypt 


Twelve 
Kings were coſe by, 
the People, who ſbar d 
theG bern of th- 
King- 


Ingenious Iu IT AT TON S. 


People, ſhar d the 
Kingdom between 
them. One of them, 
nam d P ſammetichus, 
made himſelf Maſter 
of all the reſt. Egypt 
recover d itſelf a le, 
and continud pretty 
powerful for five or 
ſix Reigns, till at 
length , this antient 
Kingdom became tri- 
butary to Nebuchado- 
noſor King of Baby- 
lon 


P. 17, 172,173,174. 
The Kingdom was 


Hereditary ; but the 


Kings were obligd to 
obſerve the Laws 
with greater Exactneſs 
than others The 
King roſe at the Break 
of Day, and then, 
when the Underſtand- 
ing is cleareſt, and the 
Soul moſt ſerene, an 
exact and diſtinct Idea 
was given him of all 
Matters upon which 
he was to decide that 

Day: 


Kingdom between 
them. One of them, 
nam d Pſammetichus, 
by the Help of Fo- 


reigners, made him- 


ſelf Maſter of all the 


others. Egypt re. 
cover d itſelf, and 
was very powerful 


for frue or ſax Reins. 


At length this an- 
tient Kingdom = was 
weaken'd by the Kings 
of Babylon. 


P.510,511,512,513- 

The Kingdom was 
Hereditary; but the 
Kings were oblig'd to 
obſerve the Laws 
with greater Exact. 
neſs than others. As 
he roſe at Day Break, 
when the U. band. 
ing is cleareſt, and 


the Thoughts moſt re- 


in d. they. read their 
Letters, in order to 


have a more juſt and 
true Idea of all Mat- 
ters which they were 

T0 
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Day: But before he 
pronounced judg- 
ment, he went to the 
Temple to invoke 
the Gods, and to offer 
Sacrifice. Being there 
ſurrounded by all his 


Court, and the Vic- /7 


tims ſtanding at the 
Alar, he aſſiſted at a 
Prayer full of In- 
ſtruction, the Form 
of which was as fol- 
lows : Great Oſcris, 
Eye of the World, 
and Light of Spirits! 
Grant to the Prince 
your Image, all Royal 
«© Virtues, that he may 
© be religious towards 
the Gods, and benign 
towards Men; mo- 
< dcrate, juſt, magna - 
nimous, generous, an 


Enemy of Falſhood, 


* Maſterot hisPaſſions 
*. puniſhing leſs than 
the Crime deſerves, 
© and - rewarding be- 
* yond: Merit. After 


to decide. As | foon 
as they were dreſſed, 
they went to the 
Temple to ſacrifice. 
Being there ſurround- 
ed by the whole Court, 
and the Victims 
anding at the Altar, 
they aſſiſted" at 4 
Prayer full of In- 


ſtruttion, \ where the 


High Prieſt pray d to 
the Gods to grant the 
Prince all Royal Vir- 
Tues, to the End, 
that be might be re- 
ligious towards the 
Gods, benign towards 
Men, moderate, juſt, 
magnanimous, ſincere, 
and averſe; to Fal. 
ſpoed, liberal, Ma- 
ter of his Paſſions, 
puniſhing leſs than 
the Crime deſerves, 
and rewarding be- 
yond Merit. Then 
the Higb Prieſt ſpoke 
of the Faults which 
the Kings might com- 

$4 444 | unit, 


Ingenious IM IT ations. 


this the High- Prieſt 
repreſented to him the 
Faults he had com- 
mitted againſt the 
Laws; but it was al- 
ways ſuppos d that he 
fell into them by Sur- 
prize, or thro' Igno- 
rance; and the Mini 
ſters who had given 
him evil Counſels, 
or had diſguis'd the 
Truth, were loaded 
with Imprecations. 
Accordingly, moſt of 
the antient Kings of 
Egypt were ſo dear 
to their People, that 
each private Man be- 
wail'd their Death, 
like that of a Father. 
P. 174, 175. 

Each Family tranſ- 
mitted its Knowledge 
and Skill to the Chil- 
dren of it. No Per- 
fon was allow id to go 
out of his Rank, ot 
to foiſake his here- 
ditary Employment. 
By this Means Arts 
were 


from them — The 
greater Number of 


- 
- 


mit, but he always 


] 


ſu pp oſed, that X he ONs 


ly fell into them by 
Surprize, or through 
Ignorance, loadingthe 
Miniſters with lmpre- 
cations, «who. gave 
them evil Counſels, 
or diſguis d the Truth 


the Kings were. ſo 
dear to the People, 
that each private Man 
bewail'd their Death 
like that of their Pa- 
rents or Children. 


P. 506, $07 * 
The Law aſſign d 
to each his Employ- 
ment, which was per- 


petuated from bather 


to Son. They could 
At... + change their 
Profeſſion... By this 
Means all Arts were 
brought to Perfection. 
7 3 os, 
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were cultivated and 
brought to à great 
Perfection. 
P. 175, 176, 177. 
Thirty Judges, drawn 
outof theprincipalCi- 
ties, compos'd the ſu- 
preme Council which 
judg'd the Kingdom. 


The Prince afſign'd 


them Revenues ſufh- 
cient to free them 
from domeſtickCares, 
that they might give 
their whole Time 
tothe cauſing of good 


Laws to'be obſerved. 


They had no further 
Profit of their La- 
bours, except the Glo- 
ry and Pleaſure of 
ſerving their Coun- 
try. To avoid Sur- 
prize in giving Judg- 
ment, the Pleaders 
were forbidden that 
deluſive  Eloquence 
which dazzles the 


Underſtanding, and 
moves the Paſhons. 
They expos d the Mat- 

* ters 


P. 508, 509, and 513. 

Thirty Judges were 
drawn out of the prin- 
cepal Cities, to com- 
poſe the Society which 
judg'd the Kingdom 
« . « The Prince aſ- 
fiend them- certain 
Revenues, to the end, 
that being freed from 
domeſtick Cares, they 
mig ht give therrwhole 
time tocauſe the Laws 
to be obſerved. T hey 
had no Profit from 
Tryals . .. To avoid 
Surprize, Cauſes were 
manag'd by Writing 
in this A 14 embly . 
For they were a. 


fraid of that falſe 


Eloquence which dag. 
Sles the Underſtand- 
ing and moves the 
Paſſions. The Truth 
could not be expos'd 
too nakedly. The Pre- 


ſudent of the Senate 


wore 


ters of Fact with aclear 
and nervous Brevity, 
ſtript of the falſe Or- 


naments of Reaſon- / 


ing. The Preſident 
of the Senate wore 
a Collar of Gold and 
precious Stones, at 
which hung a ſmall 
Figure without Eyes, 
calfd Truth. He ap- 
ply'd it to the Fore- 
head and Heart of 
him who was to gain 
his Cauſe; for that 


Was the Manner of 


pronouncing judg- 
ment. There was in 
Egypt 4 ſort of Ju- 
ftice unknown to 0- 
ther Nations. As ſoon 
as a Man had yielded 
his laſt Breath, he 
was brought into 
Judgment, and the 
publick Accuſer was 
heard. In caſe it ap- 
pear'd that the Bcha- 
viour of the Deceas'd 
had been contrary to 
the Laws, his Me- 

mory 
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wore 4 Collar of Gold 
and precious Stones, 
at which hung 4 
mall Figure without 
Eyes, calld Truth. 
When he took it in 
his Hand, it was the 
the Seſſion, Fit ap- 
plyd it to the Party 
who was to pain his 
Cauſe, and that was 
the Cuſtom of pro- 
nouncing dentences:.. 
As ſoon as a Man 
was. dead, he was 
brought into Fudg- 
ment. The publick 
Accuſer was heard. 
IF he proved that the 
Behaviour of the De- 
ceaſed had been bad, 
his Memory was bran- 
ded, and he was de- 
ny d Burial. . And 
if he was not con- 
victed of any Crime, 
he was entombd ho- 
nourably, his Pane+ 


gyrick was made. 


This Cuſtom of trying 
H Kings 
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mory was branded, 
and he was refus d Bu- 


rial. If he was not 
accus d of any Crime 


againſt the Gods or 
his Country, his Pa- 


negyrick was made, 
and he was entomb d 
honourably. 
P. 179+ 

This City (Thebes) 
whole hundred Gates 
have been ſung by 
with all the Cities 
in the Univerſe, for 
Magnificence, Extent, 
and Power: Tis faid 
that it was able here- 
tofore to march out 
of each of its Gates 
ten | thouſand Fight- 
ing Men. Doubtleſs, 


there is ſomething of 


Poetical Fiction in 
this, but all agree 
that its Inhabitants 


were exceedingly nu- 


ſand Fighting 


Kings after Death 
was ſo ſacted in the 
Eſteem. of God's Peo- 


ple, that they eren 
practis d it. 


P. 519. 
Thebes might diſ- 


pute with the fineſt 


Cities in the Uni. 
verſe." Its hundred 


Gates, ſung 6 Ho- 
mer, are known to 


all the "World. I 
WAS as s as if 
was large, and tis 


ſaid, that it was able 


to march out of each 
of its Gates ten thou- 
Men 
at a Time, Admit- 
ting this Number be 
ever ſo much exagge- 
rated, all agree that 
its Inhabitants were 
innumerable. 


2 


Il. II. P. 176. 
The | Conſtitation 
of the World, which 
had been chang'd by 
the Fall, was impair d 
a- new by this Inun- 
dation. The Juices of 
the Earth were im- 
poveriſh'd and ſpoil'd. 
The Herbs and Fruits 
had no longer the 
ſame Virtue. The 
Air, loaded with an 
exceſlive - Moiſture , 
ſtrengthend the Prin- 
ciples of Corruption, 
and the Life of Man 
was ſhorten d. 


Jol. II. P. 22, 23. 

If we can love no- 
thing but with Re- 
ference. to ourſelves, 
each Member of So- 
ciety will come by 
Degrees, to conſider 
himſelf, as an inde- 


pendent Being, made 
for himſelf, There 
will 
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P. 196, 197. 
By that prodigious 


Maſs of Waters, and 


by the long Stay which 
they made upon the 
Earth, the Fuices 
which it contain d 
Were , 4. The Air, 
loaded with exceſſiue 
Moiſture. ſtrengthen- 


ed the Principles of 


Corruption; and the 
fir/iConſtitution of the 
World being impair d, 
the Life of Man, 
which reach'd to near 
a thouſand Tears, uus 
orten d by Degrees. 
The Herbs and Fruits 
had no longer the ſame 
Virtue. © 

M. Fenelon's Life, 
the Hague Edition in 
1723. (Diſcourſe up- 
on Pure Love, P. 8.) 
Pure Love not only 
mſpires us with ſub- 
lime and noble Senti- 
ments for God, but is 
alſo the Source of all 


jane Sentiments that 


H 2 are 
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will be no Reaſon 
to ſacrifice private In- 
tereſt to publick Good. 


Noble Sentiments and 
heroick Virtues will 
be deſtroy'd, 


5. 24. 


Pleaſure — is the 


only moving Spring 
of Mans Hcart. 


Wm, þ 

We always love 
with Pleaſure --- but 
we do not always 
love for the Jake of 
Pleaſure, We may 
love Juſtice for the 
Good it procures us, 
and we may alſo loye 
it for itſelf, 


, Yale P. 35. 


are human. Upon this 
Principle Men conſider 
their ſelves no longer 
as independent Beings 
made for themſelves 
— Al Men are as 
the Children of one 
common Father, who 
requires that we 


| ſhould prefer the Ge- 


neral ' Good | of his 
Family to our parti- 
cular Intereſt. 
DP; 13. 
2 Pleaſure is the an- 
ly moving Spring 0 
Man's ps eng * 
P. 16. | 
One may love with 
Pleaſure without lou- 
ing for the Sake of 
Fleaſure. And for this 
Reaſon there are two 


ſorts of Pleaſures —— 


The firſt is a Plea- 


ſure which relates 


to ourſelves -- There 
is another Pleaſure 
which we derive to 


the Object beloy/d. 


M, 
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P. 53. 

Such is the ſad 
Condition of human 
Things. The Deſire 
of unbounded Au- 
thority in Princes, 
and the Love of In- 
dependence in * 
People, expoſe all 
Kingdoms to - inevi- 
table Revolutions. 


bid. 

In all Countries 
five or ſix bold, * art- 
ful, eloquent Men, ge- 
nerally lead the Mo- 
narch or the Senate 
which Way they 
pleaſe. All ſorts of 
Goverments are good, 
when they who go- 
vern ſeek only the 
Publick Welfare, but 
they will always be 
defective, becauſe the 
Governors, being but 
Men, are imperfect. 


M. Fenelon's Lyfe, 
P. 1 58. 
Hou ſad is the 
Condition of Human 
Nature! & 2 
who are jealous of 
their Authority, al. 
ways aim to extend 
it. And People, who 
are fond of Liberty, 
think they never have 
enough. 
P. 185 and 186. 
All ſorts of Go- 
verument muſt needs 
be dtfectiue, becauſe 
they, with whom the 
Sovereign Authority 
is lodg'd, are but Men, 
And all ſorts of Go.. 
vernment are good, 
when they who go- 
vern make the Publick 
Welfare their Grand 
Rule ws Two or 


three Men generally. 


lead the Monarch or 
the Senate as they 


phaſe. 


* The firſt period here is omitted in Mr. Rawſay's Engliſh, tho 


he has inſerted it in the French, 


P. 57. 
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F< P. 89. the —_— 
3 | Edition, 
have found Geni- The Biſhop of Meaux 
uss capable of reach- had a Genius capable 
ing to all Heights, and of going to the Bot- 
of going to the Bot- tom of all Things, 
tom of every thing. and of reaching to 
, CERES 7-7 


Theſe Imitations are a ſufficient Proof of 
Mr, Ramſays Genius. Were we to have 
added the Thoughts, Paragraphs, and Argu- 
ments which he has ſtole from Cudworth 
and Stanley, from the Archbiſhop of Cam. 
bray and M. de Tourreil, it would have 
ſwell'd this to the ſame Bulk as his Book: 
For this Reaſon alſo, we have omitted to 
draw a Paralle] between the Fable of. the 
ſecond Hermes and that in the Life of Hai. 
Ein Todtan, tranſlated into Zngliſh from 
the Arabick, and printed in 8v0. in 1708, 
The Reader may be aſſurd, and Mr. Ram- 


ſay himſelf will not preſume to deny, that 


he has copy d that Fable, 
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